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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This set of instructions provides incumbent local exchange carriers (ILECs)  with the 
detailed information necessary to use the Edit Check and File Upload Modules of the 
EAFS.  The information accessible from these modules is password-protected.  
Passwords are pre-assigned and can be changed only by WCB/IATD staff.    
 

1.1 Identification 
 
The EAFS components described by this manual are as follows: 
 

• Edit Check Module (comprised of the Edit Check Utility and the Comparison 
Utility) 

• File Upload Module (used to upload ARMIS data and associated documents) 
 

1.2. Accessing the EAFS 
 
Point your browser to <http://www.fcc.gov/wcb/eafs/> and enter the EAFS Home Page 
(Figure 1). There you will find links to the Data Retrieval Module for downloading data, 
the Edit Check Module for downloading ARMIS filing utilities, and the File Upload 
Module which ILECs use to upload data. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 1 – EAFS Home Page 
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2.0 EDIT CHECK MODULE 
 
The EAFS Edit Check Module application provides two error-detection tools to insure 
data integrity: the Edit Check Utility and the Comparison Utility.  The application is 
provided in the form of a self-executing zipped file, password-protected.  Carriers 
download the application to a local drive on their computer, where they must unzip and 
install the application prior to electronically uploading data to the Commission.   
 

The Edit Check Utility checks raw data (ASCII Files) for errors in formatting and 
arithmetic relationships, and then converts the data to tab-delimited files.  The 
utility determines that all required files i.e., ASCII files, Text files, PDF files, and 
RPT files are available, and that the company’s rollup comparison (for Reports 
43-05, 43-06 and 43-07) has been run; then creates a “zipped” file of the ILEC’s 
data, which constitutes the official filing.  
 
The Comparison Utility validates financial and statistical data. Data or groups of 
data from one report are compared with corresponding data or groups from other 
reports.  This utility also compares holding company data with rolled-up data from 
the study areas.  The utility locates the account values in the ASCII files 
produced by the carriers.  Values are compared to determine whether or not the 
results are within the tolerance defined for the given rule or rollup.   

 
We recommend you run the Edit Check Utility, without creating the zipped file, prior to 
running the Comparison Utility to ensure there are no formatting or data problems.  
Then after successfully running the Comparison Utility, run the Edit Check Utility again 
to create the official zipped file to be uploaded to the Commission. 

2.1 Operating System Requirements 
 
This application should run reliably on all Windows operating systems.  

2.2 Accessing the Application 
 
Selecting the Download ARMIS filing utilities link from the EAFS Home Page 
(Figure 1) will cause a login screen (Figure 2) to appear.  

 
 
Enter the required User Name and 
Password provided to you by the FCC, 
and then click the OK button.  The ARMIS 
Filing Utilities page (Figure 3) will be 
displayed.  On this page, you will find links 
to the various files needed to run the 
utilities included in this module.  
 
 
 
 

 Figure 2 – Edit Check Module Login Screen 
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Click on the “2007 Version 1” 
link to download the application 
(ec2007v1.exe) to disk.  Upon 
execution of the file, you will be 
prompted to enter a password 
(different from the login 
password used earlier).  Enter 
the unzip password, provided 
by the FCC, and click “unzip” to 
expand the files.  Follow the 
procedures below to install and 
run the application on your local 
drive. 

 

2.3 Installation Procedures 
 

(1) Execution of the file ec2007v1.exe causes it to unzip and expand into 
three files that are placed in c:\temp\—unless you select another 
temporary directory.  One of the three unzipped files is setup.exe.  

 
(2) Open Windows Explorer, enter the temporary directory, locate and run 

setup.exe to install the Edit Check Module.  When you are prompted to 
choose a program group, accept the default group, EditCheck07 – do 
not change. During installation, follow the prompts.  If you receive a 
warning message notifying you that a file being copied is older than the 
file currently on your system, choose Yes to keep your system files. If 
the warning notifies you that the file is newer than the file currently on 
your system, choose No to replace your system files. The installation 
process places the program files in the default installation directory 
C:\Program Files\ Editcheck07\. 

 
Note: Because we do not know how an individual PC is 
configured, it is possible that you might receive different .DLL 
warning messages.  If so, address them as appropriate, always 
maintaining the newest version of the file.   Also, for this same 
reason, you might receive other error messages.  Don’t panic! 
Try installing the application on a different PC.  If that does not 
work, contact us. 

2.4 Running the Application 
 
To run the Edit Check Module, locate the EditCheck07 program group from the Start 
menu and click on EditCheck07_ V1. This will cause the EAFS Edit Check Module 
welcome screen (Figure 4) to be displayed. 
 

Figure 3 – EAFS Edit Check Module - ARMIS Filing Utilities Menu
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Figure 4 – Edit Check Module Welcome Screen 
 
Select the appropriate holding company name, filing year, utility to run, and full path 
(e.g., C:\Program Files\Editcheck07\4301data\) to the locations of all the ARMIS data 
files.  Use the drop-down menus to select the file locations on your local hard drive, or 
manually enter the path in the appropriate field.  Note: Once the paths have been 
entered, they will be displayed each time you re-enter this application.  Of course, the 
user has the option to change the paths at any time. 
 
Refer to Section 2.5 for detailed instructions on running the Edit Check Utility and 
Section 2.6 for instructions on running the Comparison Utility. 
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2.5 Edit Check Utility 

2.5.1 Program Description and Use 
 
The ARMIS Edit Check Utility (2007) application provides the following features: 

 
(1) Edit checks of ARMIS Reports 43-01 through 43-08, 495A, and 495B data; 
 
(2)  Reports of edit check results; and 

 
(3) Compression of “passed” files and related document Acrobat PDF files into 

a single zipped file (495A/B No Data Letters are included in a separate 
zipped file) for uploading to the Commission’s web site. 

 
The application is used to file ARMIS data for reporting years 1990 through the current 
year. 
 

2.5.2 Running the Utility 
 

Selecting Edit Check from the utilities option on the 
Welcome Screen (Figure 4) will cause the Report 
Selection Screen (Figure 5) to display.  Select the Report 
(in our example, the 43-01) that you want the Edit Check 
Utility to check.  After selecting the report to be checked, the 
File Selection Screen (Figure 6) will appear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5 — Report Selection Screen 
 
  Figure 6 — File Selection Screen 
 
Choose the directory in which the source files—the ones you want to process—are 
located (should be the same as entered in Figure 4); then select the required files by 
highlighting them.  Click “Check.”  During the edit check process, a status message will 
appear indicating which files are being processed.  After the Edit Check Utility 
completes processing your files, the Error Report Screen (Figure 7) appears. 
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Use this screen to print results of the Edit 
Check Utility to window or printer.  Review the 
printed results. 
 
Note:  The zipped file will NOT be created 
unless rollup comparison is successfully 
completed for Reports 43-05, 43-06 and 
43-07; and all ASCII files pass the utility. 
 
 
 

  Figure 7 — Error Report Screen 
 
If any file has failed, exit the utility and correct the failed file(s). Then, re-run the Edit 
Check Utility again for all of the files (including the ones that initially passed). 
 
A file has successfully passed the edit check procedure when one of the following two 
messages is printed in the Message/Contact/Telephone Number field of the 
Discrepancy Report (Figure 8):  “File Passed, No Errors Found,” or “Passed with 
Error(s).  Footnote(s) exist for all error(s).” 

 
Once files pass the Edit Check 
Utility, use the Error Report 
Screen (Figure 7) to create a 
single zipped file containing all 
passed files:  click on the “Create 
Zip” button. This action will bring 
up the Related Documents 
Screen (Figure 9). 
 
 
 
 
 
    

   Figure 8 — Discrepancy Report Window 
 

Use this screen to enter the full 
path to the locations of the PDF 
files that are required in the 
zipped file.  Then click the “Ok” 
button.   Once the utility creates 
the zipped file in the C:\Program 
Files\EditCheck07\Upload\ 
directory, the pop-up Zip File 
Creation Message (Figure 10) 
appears. 

 Figure 9 — Related Documents Screen 
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    Figure 10 — Zipped File Creation Message 

2.5.3 Troubleshooting 
 
Q. I unzipped the ec2007_v1.exe file successfully, but I cannot locate the 

setup.exe file. 
 
A. The setup.exe file should have been placed in the C:\temp\ (unless you 

selected another temporary directory during the unzip process). 
 
Q. I selected the report I wanted to check on the Report Selection Screen 

(Figure 5), but no files were displayed in the selection box on the File 
Selection Screen (Figure 6) after I selected the directory where I thought 
my files were located. 

 
A. Check to make sure that the correct data year was selected.   If it was, 

open Windows Explorer and see if the directory you selected actually 
contains the files you want to process. 

 
Q. I chose the directory where my files are located and they were displayed 

in the selection box on the File Selection Screen (Figure 6), but when I 
clicked on the “Check” button, nothing happened. 

 
A. Before you click the “Check” button, be sure to highlight the files you want 

to process. 
 

Q. How do I know if my file(s) passed the edit check procedures? 
 

A. If all files pass the edit check, the “Create Zip” button on the Error Report 
Screen (Figure 7) will be available for selection—it will not be grayed out.  
If the “Create Zip” button is not available, one or more of your files failed 
the utility. You must review the results of the edit check procedures in the 
Discrepancy Report (Figure 8) to determine which file passed or failed 
the Edit Check Utility. 

 
 When a file has passed the edit check procedures, one of the following 

messages is printed in the Message/Contact/Telephone Number field of 
the Discrepancy Report:  “File Passed. No Errors Found” or “Passed with 
Error(s).  Footnote(s) exist for all error(s).” 

 
Contact ARMIS-HP@fcc.gov or call (202) 418-0840 if you encounter 
problems that you cannot resolve on your own. 
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2.6 Comparison Utility 

2.6.1 Program Description and Use 
 
The ARMIS Comparison Utility (2006) application provides the capability to compare 
the following: 
 

(1) ARMIS Reports 43-01, 43-02 and 43-03 for reporting years 1998 - 2001; 
 
(2) ARMIS Reports 43-01, 43-02, 43-03 and 43-08 for reporting years 2002 to 

current year; 
 
(3) ARMIS Reports 43-01, 43-03 and 43-04 for reporting years 1998 to 

current year; 
 
(4) ARMIS Reports 43-05, 43-07 and 43-08 for reporting years 1998 to 

current year; and 
 
(5) Holding company data to the rollup of the study areas for the ARMIS 

Reports 43-05, 43-06, and 43-07 for reporting years 1998 through current 
year. 

 
This application is a tool that should be used by carriers filing ARMIS data for reporting 
years 1998 through the current year. 
 

2.6.2 Running the Utility 
 
Selecting Comparison Utility from the utilities option on the Welcome Screen 
(Figure 4) will bring up the Comparison Selection Screen (Figure 11). 
Note:  The application will only perform one comparison or rollup at a time. 
 

On this screen, select the required comparison.   
After a few seconds, the utility will display the File 
Selection Screen (Figure 12) for the selected 
comparison, as shown below in an example for the 
“43-05, 07, 08” comparison.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11 —Comparison Selection Screen 
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The File Selection Screen 
(Figure 12) is similar to the 
comparison screens for the “43-
01, 02, 03, 08” and the “43-01, 
03, 04” comparisons.  Shown 
below is an example of a File 
Selection Screen (Rollups) 
(Figure 13) used for the “rollup” 
comparisons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Figure 12 —File Selection Screen 
 
Comparison File Selection screens in Figures 12 and 13 are comprised of the following 
sections: 

 
File Directory - This provides a listing of the files for the ARMIS Report 
identified on the associated directory tab; 

 
Year - The reporting year; 

 
COSA - Lists of all COSAs which the user selects to perform the comparison or 
rollup.  Note—the COSAs listed depend on the type of comparison being 
performed: (a) “43-01, 02, 03, 08” and the “43-05, 07, 08” comparisons use 
operating company COSAs; (b) “43-01, 03, 04” comparison uses study area 
COSAs; (c) “43-05,” “43-06,” and “43-07” rollup comparisons use holding 
company COSAs. 

 
Number of Files Required - The number of files required to perform the 
comparison or rollup for the selected COSA; 

 
Number of Files Selected - The number of files located in the directories for 
the selected COSA; 

 
Compare - Clicking this button runs the comparison or rollup; and 

 
Reset - Clicking this button clears the COSA selection(s). 
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To run the comparison 
selected, first select the COSA 
for the reports to be compared.  
Do this by using the scroll-
down menu to locate the 
appropriate COSA and then 
click on that COSA.  After the 
COSA has been selected, the 
screen will display the number 
of files that are required and 
the number of files the utility 
has located in the directories 
specified in the Welcome 
Screen (Figure 4).  Note: More 
than one COSA may be 
selected.  If the number of 
“files selected” matches the 
number of “files required,” the 
Comparison Utility will run 
when you click on “Compare.” 

 
 
After clicking “Compare,” the Comparison Utility will take a minute or two to perform the 
comparison, depending on the number of data files in the comparison.  When it has 
finished, the Discrepancy Report Screen (Figure 14) appears.   
 

 
Use this screen to print results of the Comparison 
Utility to window or printer.  Review the results and 
then exit the discrepancy report screen.  You will be 
returned to the File Selection Screen (Figures 12 
or 13) where you can run the same comparison for 
a different COSA.  (Note: before selecting a 
different COSA, be sure to click “Reset”.)  
 
 

Figure 14 —Discrepancy Report Screen 
 
To run a different comparison set, click “Exit” on the File Selection Screen (Figures 13 
or 14) to be returned to the Comparison Selection Screen (Figure 11).   
 

 

Figure 13 —File Selection Screen (Rollups)
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2.6.3 Troubleshooting 
 
Problem:  the Comparison Utility will not run because the number of files selected 
does not match the number of files required. 
 
There are two primary reasons for a mismatch between the number of files selected and 
the number of files required: (a) there is a missing file(s), or (b) there are multiple 
versions (submissions) of the same file(s) in the directory. 
 

(a) If there is a missing file(s), open Windows Explorer and copy the missing file to 
the appropriate directory.  In order to resume the Comparison Utility, click the 
“Close” button on the File Selection Screen to return to the Comparison Selection 
Screen.  Reselect the comparison desired, and click on “Compare.”  This action 
opens the File Selection Screen where the user will see a refreshed directory 
window containing the added file(s). 

 
(b) If there are multiple file versions, correction of the problem can be done from 
within the Comparison Utility.  First, determine where the duplicate file(s) is located 
by observing which Report shows a mismatch.  Click on the appropriate directory tab 
for that Report.  The files that were selected will be highlighted.  Deselect the file(s) 
that should not be part of the comparison.  Note: The "number of files selected" 
display for this report will change automatically when a file(s) is deselected. 

 
Contact ARMIS-HP@fcc.gov or call (202) 418-0840 if you encounter problems that you 
cannot resolve on your own.
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3.0 FILE UPLOAD MODULE 
 
This module provides access to data input forms used by the ILECs in filing their ARMIS 
reports and SEC Form 10-K.  There are three versions of ARMIS data: unrestricted, 
public, and confidential. The confidential (proprietary) data is transmitted via a Secure 
Socket Layer (SSL).   
 
Selecting the Upload ARMIS data link from the EAFS Home Page (Figure 1) will 
display the Upload ARMIS Data Page (Figure 15). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 15 - Upload ARMIS Data Page 
 
Links to the data input forms are as follows: 
 

Public Data: <http://gullfoss2.fcc.gov/eafs/upload/login_public.cfm>  
Proprietary Data: <https://gullfoss2.fcc.gov/eafs/upload/login_conf.cfm> 
SEC Form 10-K: <http://gullfoss2.fcc.gov/eafs/10K_Audit/pdf_login_public.cfm> 

 
When you attempt to link to the Public Data or the SEC Form 10-K input forms, you will 
be presented with one of the Login Pages, shown in Figures 16 and 17, and will be 
required to enter a password.  Enter the password and click the Login button.  

 
Figure 16 - File Upload Login Page  Figure 17 – SEC Form 10-K Login Page 

A similar sequence of events occurs when you attempt to link to the Proprietary Data 
input form. 
 
After the correct password is entered, the File Upload Page (Figure 18) or SEC Form 
10-K Upload Page (Figure 19) will appear. 
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 Figure 18 - File Upload Page         Figure 19 – Form 10-K Upload Page 
 
You will need to provide the following information: 
 

• An email address to which the FCC will send the status of the file upload; 
• If a Data File upload, the name of the zipped file to be transmitted (file name is 

created by the edit check program); for “resubmissions,” you are required to 
enter, in the comment field, a brief description (maximum 240 characters) of the 
data items corrected since the previous submission.    

• If a SEC Form 10-K upload, the PDF file to be transmitted (using the FCC 
specified naming convention); 

 
Once you enter the required information, click the Send button.   Following receipt of 
the zipped file or SEC Form 10-K by the FCC’s web server, the File Transfer Receipt 
(Figure 18) will be displayed while you are connected to the Commission’s web site.  
Print this receipt as verification that your file was successfully transmitted to the EAFS 
web site.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 18 - File Transfer Receipt 
 
Once the zipped file is processed, you will receive an Upload Status Report, which is 
an email message sent to the address you entered on the data input form.  This 
message confirms that your submission has been uploaded to the Commission’s 
ARMIS database, and whether or not ASCII files, footnotes, and PDF files were 
successfully uploaded. 
 

Note: The upload process is set up as a scheduled task to run every hour.   Once a file 
is uploaded to the Commission’s web site, it will be held until the next scheduled task 
is run.   Therefore, it could be up to an hour before you receive the Upload Status 
Report confirmation.  For example, it you upload a file at 9:58, the file will be 
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processed at 10:00, and you should receive the Upload Status email within a few 
minutes.  However, if you upload a file at 10:01, the file will be processed at 11:00, and 
you will receive the Upload Status email shortly after 11:00. 

 

3.1 Troubleshooting 
 

Q. I tried uploading my data and received an error message.  What should I do 
next? 

 
A. Do not attempt multiple uploads, email ARMIS-HP@fcc.gov or call (202) 418-

0840 for assistance. 
 
Q. I received a file transfer receipt indicating that I completed a file transfer of my 

zipped file.  Does this mean my data is available on-line? 
 
A. No.  The file transfer receipt acknowledges that your zipped filed was 

successfully transmitted to the EAFS web site.  Within a few minutes of the 
upload, you should receive an Upload Status report, as an email, notifying 
you of the status of your data. 

 
Contact ARMIS-HP@fcc.gov or call (202) 418-0840 if you encounter problems that 
you cannot resolve on your own. 
 
 


