FCC

Rural Broadband Experiments

Working with the Census Block List

When the Rural Broadband Experiments census block list (http://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/rural-
broadband-experiments) is downloaded and opened directly in Microsoft Excel by double-clicking the
filename, the Census Block ID (CBFIPS) may appear as scientific notation rather than a text field
(1.0100102e+11 rather than 010010201001). This issue is due to Excel treating data as “general” format.
The preferred method for opening the census block list is to import it in Excel as a “text” format. The
step-by-step process for importing the census block list is described below.

Step One: Download and save the Rural Broadband Experiments census block list
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Step Two: Open Microsoft Excel
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Step Three: Click on the Data Tab
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Step Four: Select “From Text”
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Step Five: Import the Census Block List
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Step Six: Follow the Text Import Wizard

[ Text Import Wizard - Step 10f 3
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In step one, select “Delimited” under the file

type.

In step two, select “Comma” as the Delimiter.



o rpot Wead S Tamesy)  Instep three, highlight the CBFIPS column,
T oaea e 70 BICE: coch coh el Sk B D Toat select “Text” as the Column data format, and
S click Finish.

) G

'General' converts numeri values to numbers, date values to dates, and al

© Text remaning values to text,
() Date: MDY E]

(2 Do not mport column (skip)

Data greview

benezabencrsy Bonozs 1

Etaze Founty [rractilps

Rutauga P1001020700
Putauga prooiozesor
hutauga p1001020801
Rutsugs 1001020801

~FRERE

9o Bookl - Microsalt Excel
P rore veer Paoisea ol | Dats | Reew  ies
Yy y y = [ cannedion s ¥ Ciear B mm ¢ =] Ep | WIE| ROE] LT #3 shaw Detai
& j [ Someen ) WS S BR = OB B2 OCE W I
Fom  Fram sea | Refresh N o | e o Tedts Remoe Dot Consoidite What¥ | Gious Ungroup Subtaty
Arces Wen on | ale ! G asuansed | Counns Dupcates Valisstizn - anaipsar | v v
ca Sort & Fiter Outa Taoh Cutine
= [ «c o |t g F I G H I [ I 1
1 [stata)county TracFFS  CEFIPS s Tatallocatiansinglock TatalPClacations Tatalpc PCLoaticnso ostmra:
3 AL Autauga 1001020700 1001007001085 1 1 1 1
3 AL Autauga 1001020501 D1001020E011027 E ] 2 z
4 AL Autsuga 1001020501 D100L020E011028 = ) = =
5 AL Autauga 1001020501 D10010205011030 6 [ 6 6
& AL Autauga 1001020501 DI00L020E011032 1 1 1 1
7 AL Autauga 1001020501 DI00L020B011033 1 1 1 1
& AL Autauga 1001020501 DIO0L0A0E01I00T 2 2 2 2
5 AL Autiuga 1001020500 DIOOL0ZDE0NI0LS 2 2 2 2
10 AL Autsuga 1001020502 DIO0L0Z0E0TE000 185 15 12 1
1AL autsuga 1001020302 D100L0205071003 H 2 H E
12 AL Autauga 1001020300 0100L0208031004 17 17 1 1
13 AL Autsugs 1001020502 DI00L020BATIOLS 7 7 L] L]
14 AL Autaugs 1001020602 D100L0208071017 % 5 Fi 2
15 AL Autsugs 1001020602 D100102080Z101E 53 53 10 10
16 AL Autsugs 1001020602 010010208021026 102 102 2 Ed
17 AL Autsugs 1001020602 010010208021028 13 13 3 3
18 AL Autsugs 1001020602 010010208021029 14 14 4 4
19 AL Autsugs 1001020602 010010208021031 3 3 H z
20 AL Autsugs 1001020602 010010208021032 170 17 1 1
21 AL Autsugs 1001020502 010010208021 044 9 9 3 ¥
22 AL Awtsugs 1001020502 010010208021053 4 4 4 4

Applicants should follow these steps as they prepare their bid forms for submission, especially if they are
copying and pasting census block IDs from the census block list to their bid forms. Using the Text
Import Wizard provides Excel enough information to explicitly define columns as text. The text data
format will preserve both leading zeros and prevent text data from being interpreted as scientific notation.

Any bid forms that contain census blocks that are missing a leading zero (i.e., 10010207001095 instead of
010010207001095) or are being interpreted as scientific notation will be considered invalid bids and will
not be considered for rural broadband experiment funding. As a result, applicants should ensure that their
uploaded bid forms are properly formatted.



