Lifeline Broadband Pilots Datasets – Read Me File
There are 14 Excel workbooks containing the data, one for each pilot.  Within each workbook, there are several tabs:
· Project Key – Shows all the codes used in the pilot’s dataset for ETCs, treatments, plans, geographies, etc.  The project key also describes treatments so one can understand how the pilot was conducted.
· Data Dictionary(a) – Describes each variable included in the Project Code Dataset.
· Data Dictionary(b) – Describes each variable included in the Subscriber Dataset.
· Project Code Dataset – The project code dataset includes an observation for each unique project code in the pilot.  A project code is a concatenation of the codes for the Project ID, ETC ID, Treatment ID, Plan ID, and Geography ID.  The number of project codes will depend on how the pilot was structured.  This dataset reports on the products offered for each treatments and geographies as well as the number of enrollments and de-enrollments reported each month.  The variable “en_total” contains the cumulative total number of subscribers enrolled in the pilot under the specific project code according to Block E of the providers’ USAC filings.  (The “en_total” variable is a computed variable for analysis purposes and may not exactly equal the number of observations in the Subscriber Dataset due to the fact some providers reported subscribers in Blocks F, G, and H which were not reported in Block E.  Though these minor differences do not appear to be a major concern, a user wishing to use the Subscriber Dataset to compute totals may do so instead of using the “en_total” variable.  A description of each data block submitted to USAC is available at http://usac.org/_res/documents/li/pdf/broadband-pilot/13.02.25_FCC_KickOff_Presentation.pdf .)    
· Subscriber Dataset – The subscriber dataset includes an observation for each unique subscriber reported by the provider.  A unique subscriber ID is a concatenation of the Project Code and a subscriber ID.  This dataset contains information on what plan a subscriber purchased, answers to pre- and post-pilot questionnaires, and start/end information.
· Additional Tabs – Some pilot participants also included additional tabs with information about geographies or how the pilot was randomized.  These are included for completeness but are not likely needed for conducting analysis on the datasets.
To analyze the data, use either the Project Code or Subscriber datasets.  The questions one seeks to investigate will dictate which dataset is most appropriate.
All pilot datasets have uniform file structures.  Refer to the data dictionaries included in each workbook for detailed information about each variable.
To understand how each pilot was conducted in terms of randomization, offers, etc., consult the FCC report released with the data, each pilot’s application, supplements to the applications, and ETC’s final reports.  These describe the essential features of each project so one can appropriately handle the data.
Additional Notes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each workbook reports the data submitted by pilot participants with limited data cleaning or error checking (with the exception of “en_total” discussed above).  Data not submitted is included as a period (.).   

