THE BLACK CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE
OF GREATER KANSAS CITY

April 26, 2002

The Hon. Michael K. Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 — 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Powell:

I’'m sure you are as concerned as | am about the so-called “digital divide” — the
surprisingly small percentage of Americans who have high-speed, broadband Internet access.
There is a proposed merger pending before the FCC and the DoJ (FCC Docket # 01-348) that
would go a long way toward bridging that divide.

By combining EchoStar Communications Corp. (the Dish Network) and Hughes
Electronics Corp. (DirecTV), this merger will enable EchoStar to realize efficiencies that will help it
provide competitively priced, high-speed Internet access by Direct Broadcast Satellite service.
This, in turn, will allow EchoStar to provide meaningful competition with telephone and cable TV
companies, with a virtual “third line” for video/data/Internet services.

The merger also will enable EchoStar to provide meaningful competition in Pay TV
services, which is no small thing, but for now, I’'m most concerned about the “digital divide.”
Success and advancement in the 21% century will go hand-in-hand with access to modern
communications technology. | urge you to help make American satellite technology available to
all Americans, through the EchoStar merger.

Thank you,

Marie Young
Executive Director
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