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May 2, 2002 /%/
Chairman Reed E. Hundt T ?4’(_3 ﬁ%*’ )
Federal Communications Commission 0 %a
1919 M Street Northwest, Rm 81
Washington, DC 20554-0001 RECEIVED ; {7
RE: Kurt Hurtle JUN 1 8 2002

PROBIAL COMMUMICATIONS COMMBEON
OFPICE OF THE SECAEWY

Dear Chairman Hundt:

My office is still experienci i I ' of mail. The anthrax screening
process for-ati'mail coming to my Washington, D.C. offi i, at least two
monthks. Until these problems are solved and to make sure 1 am able to réspondto-my.__T——o.

stxtuents as quickly as possible, please send or fax all mail to the appropriate district
ce listed on this stationery.

L I am writing to you on behalf of Kurt ing- 1 OUr review.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter and providing me with any information you may

have about this so that I can respond to my constituent. “—-\
,.—-—’f—-—‘_‘\\i;‘_‘ N

f you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ca.ren Jones in my Chattanooga office at

423-756-2342. Thank you and I look forward to hearing from you soon. :

Warmest regards,

ch Wamp

Member of Congress
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http://www.house.gov/wamp/
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KURT HERTLE
Vics President
General Manager
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DIRECTV in the Naws

Retien 10 Nerent News Jivdax.

Merged EchoStar and Hughas WIIl Dallver Local Broadcast Ch
Tao All 210 U,S. Television Markets

Combined Company Will Alss Bridpe ‘Digital Divice’ With Affordable Brosdbend Sxleillb
Scrvice In Every Market

tl Begundo, CA and Littaton, €O Feb 26, 2002 EchoStar Communications Copo
{Nasdag: DISH) and Hughes Electronics Corporation (NYSE: GMH) announced Wnday &
muposal that will enabia the esmbined company to dalivar \ocal broadcast TV channes
Deslgnated Market Areas [TMAS) In the United States.

In thakr joint sateiftte apolication fled with the Federsi Corununications Commiasion (1
HMenday, the comopanies dataliad a technieally and commercially feasible “Local Channe
Americons” plan developed by DISH Network snd DIRECTV engineers thet wib afiow th
company to offer every consumer In the continental United States, Alasks, and Hawall
pateline-deliverad local television signals.

Tis Aling slso soaks authority to lsunch and operste B new spOt-beam Sateiite Thet wi
combined with lour axisting and under-construction EchoStar and DIRECTV wot-beam
and spectrum efficiencies achieved by combining frequencies from three of the compar
locations, will anable the menged company to brosdeast loca! TV channels in ol 210 D}
intluding A compiiance with federal must caTy requirements. Today, DIRECTY and E
deliver lacal broadeant channels vis astelike to consumen in & total of only 42 matrop
marksts. Tha merger afiminates currlage of duplicative contant — o total of more than
channels — from the DIRECTY and DISH Network satelites which, when coupled with ¢

spot-beam satellites and efficlancies created by the merper, would enable local chanane
at U.S. DMAs.

fchoStar and HUGHES Med the satelite application toduy contemporancously with the
formal response to comments on the marger previcusly flad wikh the FCC on Feb, 4.

*Whike there are numersus tonsumar and competitive benafits from this panding merg
abiity to offer iocal channels to avery consumer in every television market in tha cour
Including rursl and underserved areas = certalnly & ond of the most campeliing sspec
deal,” said Charles Ergen, chalrman snd CEQ of EchaStar. “Taday, spproximately 42 w
hauseholds do Aot Rave the option to recelve loce! thannals vis sateline, and as such,
choice but to subscribe to cable. Without this mergar, many of those will never s loc
on sateliite and have no choice of locel television providers.”

Ergan continued, “We have hesrd the concerns of locsl, state and feders! representath
officiels and we apprechate thelr fesdback and input. Only ¥ this merger & approved by
government will mitions bf consumers in small and rucal markety In avary stata Anally

compettive siternative to Incumbenk cable operstors, Clessdy, this merger 15 8 win for -
acrosd ol of Amenca.”

New set-wp boxes and satellite dishat, which will be capable of recelving satellite sign.
multiple orbital siots, will be made avallable Free of charge to all axlsting DJRECTV and

customers who will reguice HeW equipment in order to receiva their local channels fron
combined company.

, Consumars across tha country wik receive pragramming from the merged direct broad

sarvice via one 3mall sataliite dish and will pay the sama nationwide Drica for services.
nation, and thers will be one dish and one rata card, regardiess of 3 subscriber’s locath
roen,

“This merger will bring to fruicn $6 many tremendous benafits 1o consumers that It w
standard for the delivery of multichanne! video and broadband services,” sald Jack $hs
and CEO of HUGHES., *In sddRion (o delivering locel channels in off 210 television merl
combined company will Bridge the “digital divide' by offering sffordadle high=speed sat
stcess to consumacs in avery market, incuding the most rural areas of the tountry, W
» more robust and effickent sstellite platform with » larger subscriber base that wil en




merged company to transkion existing niche satalfne Inturnet services to 8 more afbn
actestidie naxt-ganeration sarvics.”

Tha combined EchoStar-HUGHES will aiso offer mors high dafinkion channels, new ink

memmmmmmimmym
oreign-Ianguage Prograrmming.

manltvuu\emumdwnvwmnnoDmmmlm&hm
he proposad HUGKES- w\oswwmmhm povernmant approvel
PCC and V.5, Deparomant of Justics, and tha sucossshul lsunch of three naw spot-bass
Implemencatioh of The “Locsl Channals, All Amencans” plan wit bagin immediately upc
approval of the mergar, and the rollout can be complated as 500N &¢ 24 montha therst
] teoposad rantiction is dlso subject 1o review by the Intemat Ravanue Sarvice, snd re
Approval by & majority of GM $1-2/3, GM Class H and EchoStar sharshoiders.

DISKH Network s & rark of BchoStsr G tpn. DISH N vl i Echal
thasart dwact broades st sutelite TV svstam that s nuug d-lfoﬂn. over 500 channels of digh
Ch+guslily sudio pregramming, 8 weil 28 ad ] iver hardwara snd inetselist
& mciuded i tha Nosdeq-100 indax (NDX). mmwmw\mnnlu milion o
mary Inforraation, contsst 1-8007333-DISH (2474} of visst www dlahmstwork com.

DIRECTV Is tha nation's lsading digitel sateliite television pervecu provider with mors theh 30.7
customers, DIRECTV and the Crcions Dasign logo are regletered rademsris of DIRECTY, Inc.,

Hughae Electronics Carporstion, um-ummumw.rnuwmu
broagband sarvices, satemte-baned p oris, and globel waded AAd deta brosd
aarmings of MUGHES, .mwdﬁmlmmmmmn-wmwuw-

the Ganeral Motors Clacs ¥ common steck (NYSE: GHH). Vielt DIRECTV on the World Wide Wel
wrore ireCty .

In i d irengactions, Cenersl Motors Carparation ("GM*®), Hughes Eleo
Cororation W) and EchaStar Communications Corparation (“BohoSter”) intend to he n

beriaia with tha $ ias and Exchange Commitsion, including one sr more Registration St
F-'m ¢4 that contain o rospecius end prowy/consent seliitetion sstament. Becauss thoss &
infer , halders of GM 31-3/2 sndl G Clawe M common mock sre yrped |

+ ond whan Uvey bacoma aveilanie. Whan fled with the SEC, thay wil ba svsilable far free mt o
websie, www.sec.gov, and GM atockholders will recaive miormation st sn Sppropriate Ume an
Tansaction-rel documants for fras from General Motors. Such documents ars act surrently

Malmnmudmuaﬁomeﬂm m.h-mlnrhlﬂol'udﬂﬂn and f
owteln of ite erecutive oificars may be n CM's ,"'“"
Fram tha hadders of OM ll-ﬂ)-mw“cﬂﬂnuﬂ oh sbosly i chi
transattions, Information fepsrding Ihe participants snd their :ulnmculahlbumnl
ulmnlMIhhSIbe&M!urmNo-mblrl.lﬂullnlhrudldﬂnwuu'hun
16, 2001, Investors mrm-nnmmmwm ntoreits of the participen
the presp AN proxyjcer ¥ end whan gt becomes avallable.

Thus communication shall aat conatituta an offer ta well or tha solicitation of an offer te buy, nai
-muhdmmmmh-mwom splisikation oF sale would e unlawf

il under the securitien lws of sny sudh Jurimdiction, Ne elfering of sec
Mumum;dtmmmmdmndmm
as amanded.

Matenals ncludad wn thic documant contein “ferward-looking statemaents” within tha meening &
Sacuritems Litigation Reform Act of 1995, Such ferwerd-oling wistements invelva known snd y
ungwrtaintias end other factors that could causs our actusl results Lo ba meterlsly dilferant froe
remuits o from sny future resutts exprasasd or Implied by wuch forwend-losiung statements. T
Could caype sttust results of GM, Muphes, EchoSiar, or 8 combined EchoStar and Mughas, b i
many of which ars bayond the contral of Echodur, Hughes or GM include, but ars not imived k

Aot

g (1) b b of Echalier and Hughas may nat ba integrated succeselully or su
may be Mors Kificull, tiMme-consuming o tosty than axpected; (1) expectad benefits and syre
combintion may not be realized within the sxpected time Weme or a5 aR; (3] revenuss followlr

unum-nw ln mmum {4) speriting sests, sudtomar lokd and buslnass diary
difficulizes In maimtainng relstionchips with amployetd, Cusiomens
oupnl-rl, nv b4 preater than anpectad ioliowing the trangecion; () penarsting tha inaremer
whe subscriber by of Ihe combined company uvumm-mmm {¢
ragitstery approvels faguirad [or the transaction may net be sttained on tha terms sxpacied o
enticlosted achedule; [7) the sffects of legislstive and repulstory enanges; (§) sn insbility 1e ot
retransmisson consenty; (9] an iasbility to retsin nacassery authorizetions from she FCC; (10)
compet:tian frem coble a5 4 resul of digital cable or OCharwian, direct broadoust satelite, cther
syslem opaveiors, snd cther providers of subetnption televisten sarvioss; {11} tha ntraduction
\achnelogies Snd compeiitors mio tha subserigtion telaviaien businsaa; (12) changes in laber, p
squipmen: and copital costs: [13) Auture sopuititions, mrelegic partnership snd éivestitures; (1
businata and aconemic 2; ard {15} other rigks dedoribed from time 1o time In pariodie
by wm.mvcn-nnmsmmm&mamm You are urped ls o
KALOMENTS tARE nclude the woros “may,” “wil,” "would,” "cauid,” "should,” "belisved,” “watimet
*prjects,” “pokentiel,” “sxpeces,” *plans,” “antitipites,” “NteNEs, “sontinues,” “tersceat,” “deas
of e Ragatve dmuwuaruh-rwmmu ba unoartein And Forvryrd-losking,
caytionary slatament appiies to aF forward-looldng statemants Included in thia documant,
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