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Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing regarding the proposed merger between EchoStar and DirecTV. Duting
your review, | urge you to assess the impact that a consolidation in the satellite-television
industry, and multi-channel television services, could have on consumers in rural America.

Cable is not available to half of the homes in Arkansas. Consequently, satellite service is
the ouly option for many of my constituents who want multi-channe! television services.
Currently, sateliite subscribers can choose between competing satellite services offered by
DirecTV and EchoStar, If these two satellite companies merge, it will leave rural consumers
with a single provider of multi-channel television. In those areas with three providers (cable,
EchoStar, and DirecTV), consumers will also find themselves suddenly subject to diminished
competition.

In addition to my concerns about diminished choices for the people that I represent, I also
want to ensure that consumers do not face higher rates as a result of this merger. I am interested
in how this consolidation could affect programming costs.
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Last, as you know, cable providers are statutorily obligated to provide an emergency alert !
system. Please consider whether the merged satellite provider should also provide an emergency
alert at the local level as part of its commitmnent to provide local-into-local in all markets.
-1//-—— Again, | ask that the Commission carefully scrutinize these proposals to ensure that
competition in multi-channel television is not impaired. Thank you, in advance, for your
consideration of this proposed merger's impact on rural America.

Sincerely, HECE'VED
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