TIM JOMNSC .

SOUTH DARDOT -

RAPID CITY OFFAICE: 1006,

PO BOX 1098, RAPID OITY,

ABERDEEN OFFICE: (808}

PO BOX 1354, ABEADEEN.

SIOUX FALLS OFFICE: {805

PO BOX 1424, SIDUX FALL:

The Honor
Chairman
Federal Cc

445 12th S.
Washingtc

Dear Chair

1 am writi~
understanc
Commissi-

The reviev

unintende«
signalsin -
tmportant .
depend or

Several is-
beneficia!

cannot st
rural Ame

Rural Arc
areas ata
South Du'

Thank yc

COMMITTEES: AF
RF

H2/01/2002 11:08 .

rn

228 0368

ORIGINAL P—

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 24 Nanr Stnars Osbcm Bt
. (202) 224-5842
qﬂ“ltﬂd 5&{[& 5(“3“ TDO: (202) 226-8279
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4104 1-800-537.0025

E-MAL: i @johneonsenate.gov

ety 1. 2002 RECEIVED &M

Y
hael K. Powell JUN18 2002

tions Commission OPPICE OF THE SECREWAY /)/l M

554 O\ _’bq e 051 4

-¢ll:

‘g the proposed merger between DirecTV and EchoStar. It is my

.1is merger must be reviewed by both the Federal Communications
: Departinent of Justice before it may proceed.

s critical to ensuring any merger of this magnitude does not carry with it
snces. In particular, I am concemned about affordable access to television
ica. This proposed merger between DirecTV and EchoStar will be very
.f my constituents in South Dakota. South Dakotans, like other Americans,
- for important news, weather, community information, and programming.

¢ examined before it can be determined whether this proposed merger is

| to South Dakotans who receive television programming via satellite dishes. I
+ how important it is for you to consider the impact this merger would have on
-r= you make a decision to grant or deny a merger application.

crve the same access and programming choices that are available in urban
asonable price. 1 will continue to monitor action on this merger to ensure
. interests are fully considered when a decision is made by the FCC.

sareful review of this matter, and I look forward to your response.
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