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Dear Chairman Powell:

I am wrijting regarding the proposed merger between DirecTV and EchoStar. It is my
understanding that this merger must be reviewad by both the Federal Communications
Commission and the Department of Justice before it may procesd. :

The review process is critical to ensuring any merger of this magnitude does not carry with it
unintended consequences. In particular, I am concemned about affordable access to television
signals in rural America. This proposed merger between DirecTV and EchoStar will be very
important to many of my constituents in South Dakota. South Dakotans, Jike other Americans,
depend on television for important news, weather, community information, and prograrmming.

Several issues must be examined before it can be determined whether this proposed merget is
beneficial or harmful to South Dakotans who receive television programmung via satellite dishes. I
cannot stress enough how important it is for you to consider the impact this merger would have on
rural Americans before you make a decision to grant or deny a merger application.

Rural Americans descrve the same access and programming choices that are availabie in urban
areas at a fair and reasonable price. I will continue to monitor action on this merger to ensure
South Dakota's rural interests are fully considered when a decision is made by the FCC.

Thank you for your careful review of this matter, and I look forward 10 your response.

E Sincgrely,
Tim Jo 4"‘\:’1—
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