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Dear Chairman Powell: ) ,m“n:m CoMMEBGIGY

I am writing to you in regard to the proposed merger between EchoStar
Communications and Direct TV. The bengfits to consumers will mean programming
choices and competitive pricing to rural residents through out the State of Louisiana.

. This new company will break the exiting digital divide and bring a virtual third

line, similar to the bundled offerings of video and data by cable, into the homes that cable
has deemed too expensive to serve. The merger befween EchoStarand Direct TV will
offer oné pricing plan, more programmable channels and high-speed Internet access.” The
digital divide that exists between many rural areas, especially businesses and schools that
is due to lack of access to cable modern service or DSL, will no longer exist because of

the satellite platform in place.

This merger has the potential to greatly improve compeiition in two markets: pay
TV and high-speed Internet access. The merged company will be able to eliminate
duplicative programming within.the much broader spectrum that will be available to it. It
will offer local-to-local broadcasting to all markets'and enable everyone to be on a more
level footing for bath television and Internet customers. This is our opportunity to

remain competitive and proved opportunities for rural residents to stay in touch with the ‘
newest technology in the world.

Many. times one of the biggest hurdles in economic development is overcoming

the so-called “digital divide”. The combined company will be able to provide high-speed
Internet and broadband service at competitive prices.
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I appreciate your consideration of my views and I ask that you review the facts
and consider the benefits of this merger.

Sincerely,




