
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Robert E. (Bud) Cramer, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2367 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Cramer: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

* 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
326 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Emerson: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3, 2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 
n 

Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Eva Clayton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2440 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Clayton: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control appiications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Ed Whitfield 
U.S. House of Representatives 
236 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

. 

Dear Congressman Whitfield: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Mike McIntyre 
U.S. House of Representatives 
228 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman McIntyre: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

‘Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Scott McInnis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
320 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman McInnis: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 



Page 2-The Honorable Scott McInnis-January 30,2002 

I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any fkther questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, n 

. & 
Chairman 
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January 30,2002 

The Honorable Brad Carson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
3 17 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Carson: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, . 
/ii 

s 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Walter B. Jones 
U.S. House of Representatives 

’ 422 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Jones: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Karen L. Thurman 
U.S. House of Representatives . 
201 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Thurman: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3, 2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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WASH I NGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable John E. Peterson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
307 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Peterson: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

a 
Chairman 
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THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH I NGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Gil Gutknecht 
U.S. House of Representatives 
425 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Gutknecht: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be tiled by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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The Honorable George R. Nethercutt, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
223 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Nethercutt: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 



Page 2-The Honorable George R. Nethercutt, Jr.-January 30,2002 

I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

M 
Chairman 
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THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH I NGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable James P. Moran 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2239 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Moran: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and’a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Joe Skeen 
U.S. House of Representatives 

* 2302 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Skeen: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Bart Stupak 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2348 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Stupak: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 



Page 2-The Honorable Bart Stupak-January 30,2002 

I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

a 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Wally Herger 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2268 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Herger: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

’ -Michael K. Pow;11 
Chairman 
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The Honorable John Boozman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
142 1 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 I5 

Dear Congressman Boozman: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

a 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Sam Farr 
U.S. House of Representatives 
122 1 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Farr: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Ken Lucas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1237 Longworth House Office Building - 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Lucas: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 
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The Honorable Ray LaHood 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1424 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman LaHood: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough. 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 
A 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Harold E. Ford, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
325 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Ford: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, /. 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Ed Pastor 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2465 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Pastor: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Ron Lewis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
24 18 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Lewis: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, / 

d 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Tim Holden 
U.S. House of Representatives 
24 17 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Holden: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3, 2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

4;gog 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Maurice D. Hinchey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
243 1 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Hinchey: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3, 2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

w 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable J. D. Hayworth 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2434 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Hayworth: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

*& 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Peter J. Visclosky 
U.S. House of Representatives 
23 13 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Visclosky: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your con&ms in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or cbncems. 

a 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Sonny Callahan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2372 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Callahan: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3, 2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Ike Skelton 
U.S. House of Representatives . 
2206 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Skelton: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3, 2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, /;’ 

e 
Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAX 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable James A. Leach 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2186 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Leach: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3, 200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

ed 
Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Doug Bereuter 
U.S. House of Representatives 

* 2 184 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Bereuter: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Collin C. Peterson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2 159 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Peterson: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider’your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, /7 

*d 
Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Peter A. DeFazio 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2 134 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman DeFazio: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, , 

w 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH I NGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Sherwood L. Boehlert 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2246 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Boehlert: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, . 

Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable John C. McHugh 
U.S. House of Representatives 
244 1 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman McHugh: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 252002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAlRMAN 

The Honorable James L. Oberstar 
U.S. House of Representatives 

. 2365 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Oberstar: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be OUT intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

M 
Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Mark R. Kennedy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
14 15 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Kennedy: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Thomas H. Allen 
U.S. House of Representatives 
17 17 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Allen: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recent 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

1Y 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

. 



OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Sam Graves 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1407 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Graves: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, . 

*x 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Marion Berry 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1113 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Berry: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH I NGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Wes Watkins 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1401 Longworth House Office Building‘ 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 * 

Dear Congressman Watkins: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Greg Ganske 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1108 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Ganske: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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THE CHAlRMAN 

The Honorable Robert B. Aderholt 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1433 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Aderholt: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1022 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Baldwin: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction, On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any fkther questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, . /I 

M 
Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Leonard L. Boswell 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1039 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Boswell: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Michael-K. Powell 
Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable John R. Thune 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1005 Longworth House Office Building’ 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Thune: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 



Page 2-The Honorable John R. Thune-January 30,2002 

I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Tom Osborne 
U.S. House of Representatives 
507 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Osborne: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH I NGTON 

January 30,202 

The Honorable Jim Matheson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
4 10 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Matheson: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Charles W. Stenholm 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1211 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Stenholm: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, . _ 

& 
Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable William L. Jenkins 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1708 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Jenkins: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control ,of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

d L 
!&ha& K. Powell\ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable John Elias Baldacci 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1740 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Baldacci: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Earl F. Hilliard 
U.S. House of Representatives 
13 14 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Hilliard: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 
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THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Robin Hayes 
U.S. House of Representatives 
130 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Hayes: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 
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OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAX 

The Honorable Mike Thompson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
119 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Thompson: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAlRMAN 

The Honorable Bob Etheridge 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1533 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Etheridge: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control ,of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAlRMAN 

The Honorable Earl Pomeroy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1110 Longworth House Office Building’ 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Pomeroy: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

L 

/ &cl&e1 K. PoweE 
Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable John Shimkus 
U.S. House of Representatives 
5 13 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Shin&us: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The- 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be tiled by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAlRMAN 

The Honorable Mike Ross 
U.S. House of Representatives 
5 14 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Ross: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license ‘transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be tiled by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

. Chairman 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Dennis R. Rehberg 
U.S. House of Representatives 
5 16 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Rehberg: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information tiled by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, . / 

Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Kenny C. Hulshof 
U.S. House of Representatives 
412 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Hulshof: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate yow taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Spencer Bachus 
U.S. House of Representatives 
442 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Bachus: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, / 

y?$q-$j[i 
Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Frank D. Lucas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
438 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Lucas: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Tom Udall 
U.S. House of Representatives 
502 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Udall: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its.satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license.transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAfRMAN 

The Honorable Jerry F. Costello 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2454 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Costello: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
‘new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any fbrther questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, . 

Chairman 



OFFlCE OF 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Terry Everett 
U.S. House of Representatives 
23 12 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Everett: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, . 

Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH l NGT0N 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAlRMAN 

The Honorable Virgil H. Goode, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1520 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Goode: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control’of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, /, 

M 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
OFFICE OF 

THE CHAlRMAN 

The Honorable Lindsey 0. Graham 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1429 Longworth House Office Building e 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Graham: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, /: 

m 
Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Jim Turner 
U.S. House of Representatives 
208 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Turner: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Betty McCollum 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1029 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman McCollum: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

. 
Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Bob Riley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
322 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Riley: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, . /;: 

Chairman 
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The Honorable George Radanovich 
U.S. House of Representatives 
123 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Radanovich: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control ‘of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Chairman 
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The Honorable David D. Phelps 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1523 Longworth House Office Building * 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Phelps: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 



Page 2-The Honorable David D. Phelps-January 30,2002 

I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 
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The Honorable Bennie G. Thompson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2432 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Thompson: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed Echo&u-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Bob Schaffer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
212 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Schaffer: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

. 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Mark Green 
U.S. House of Representatives 
12 18 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Green: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recen 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

tly 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 
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The Honorable Duncan Hunter 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2265 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Hunter: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Eni F. H. Faleomavaega 
U.S. House of Representatives . 
2422 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Faleomavaega: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as’s 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, / 

d 
Chairman 
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The Honorable John M. Spratt, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1536 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Spratt: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

*-*/ 

Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
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The Honorable David R. Obey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
23 14 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Obey: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Joe Baca 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1133 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Baca: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Edolphus Towns 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2232 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Towns: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control o’f licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH I NGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable Darlene Hooley 
U.S. House of Representatives . 
1130 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Hooley: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, /; 

:Bt’ 
Chairman 



OFFICE OF 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Robert W. Ney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1024 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Ney: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

d 
Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 

The Honorable John W. Olver 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1027 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Olver: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4, 2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

c 

FkhaekK. Powell L 
Chairman 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAX 

The Honorable Bill Shuster 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2 188 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Shuster: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,200 1, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be tiled by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, /!’ 
*pJy 

Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
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WASHINGTON 

January 30,2002 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Bob Filner 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2463 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Filner: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

+q------Jq’ 
Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Greg Walden 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1404 Longworth House Office Building * 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Walden: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3, 2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be filed by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Allen Boyd 
U.S. House of Representatives 
107 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Boyd: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed transaction involving EchoStar 
Communications Corporation and General Motors Corporation’s subsidiary, Hughes Electronics 
Corporation, which includes its satellite television unit, DIRECTV. I understand your concerns 
about the competitive issues raised by the proposed transfer of control of Hughes Electronics, 
and assure you that any transaction involving DIRECTV will undergo a careful and thorough 
review by the Commission 

As you are aware, General Motors and Hughes Electronics, along with EchoStar, recently 
announced that they had entered into definitive agreements that provide for the spin-off of 
Hughes Electronics from General Motors and the merger of Hughes with EchoStar. The 
companies indicated that the proposed merger is subject to a number of conditions, including 
approval by the majority of each class of General Motors shareholders, and a favorable ruling 
from the Internal Revenue Service that the divestiture of Hughes Electronics will qualify as a 
tax-free event for federal income tax purposes. 

Under the Communications Act, the Commission must approve any license transfers 
related to the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. In order to expedite this process, I 
established a special team of Commission staff to coordinate and oversee the Commission’s 
review of the EchoStar-Hughes transaction. On December 3,2001, the Commission received 
applications requesting consent to the transfer of control of licenses and authorizations to the 
new EchoStar entity. The Commission issued a Notice seeking public comment on the transfer 
of control applications. Comments are due to the Commission on February 4,2002, and 
responses must be tiled by February 25,2002. 

Please be assured that the Commission will consider your views carefully, along with the 
complete record as it develops during our review of the proposed EchoStar-Hughes transaction. 
As I have indicated, given the significant concentration that would result from this proposed 
merger, it will be our intention to examine rigorously the information filed by the applicants and 
any issues raised by the public. 
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns in this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

*z 
Chairman 


