
Dear Sirs:

The VoIP application must not be subject to the current rules and regulations in place today to manage the public switched telephone network.  To assume that the current patchwork of regulations apply to voice over the internet applications is a dangerous assumption.  VoIP represents just one example of how the internet can and will generate a new economic segment within the US economy that will assist our country in sustaining economic growth well into the future.  Extreme caution must be taken to insure that the states and the Federal Government do not view internet applications as new sources of tax or fee revenues to cover current shortfalls in their budgets.

When anything radically new appears the immediate results always are fear, uncertainty, and doubt.  This is the case with VoIP.  The establishment fears the change, they are uncertain about the impacts to their world, and they doubt that good things will happen for them as a result.  In this environment the desire is to box this radical new thing into the regulatory confines that exist today.  It is just this desire which must be resisted and questioned.

The US needs new ideas and new economic stimulus to support the American future.  It is new ideas and new technology like voice over the internet which will support our future generations.  The internet is an economic incubator available to all and it must be allowed to generate new ideas and deliver new services with as little government intervention as possible.

You at the FCC and all the fine people assisting you have a very difficult task in front of you.   It is certain that a solution will not come easily.  It is also certain that not everyone will be pleased with the outcome.  I only ask that the decision not be made in haste and that you base your decisions on the future not the past.

Sincerely Yours,

Doug Black

HDBlack & Co.


