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About Utilities Telecom Council

UTC is the trade association for the communications
and information technology interests of utilities and
other critical infrastructure industries (ClI).

Its members include all types of utilities and CllI that
own, manage and/or operate communications systems
to support the safe, reliable and efficient delivery of
electric, gas and water services and other essential
services to the public at large.

UTC’s members have an interest in the 4.9 GHz band
and filed comments supporting utility eligibility, and
fixed operations, among other things.



Eligibility

Section 90.1203(a) limits eligibility to public safety services,
as provided in Sec. 90.523 of the FCC Rules.

FCC R&O states that non traditional public safety entities
are ineligible to hold licenses, citing concerns about
potential congestion.
— Despite favorable frequency reuse potential
— Because of concerns about congestion from other users; and
— Uncertainty about technologies that would ensure priority
access for public safety.

Section 90.1203(b) permits sharing arrangements and
other arrangements for access with entities that do not
meet 4.9 GHz eligibility requirements.

Clarifying that utilities and Cll are eligible to hold 4.9 GHz

licenses on a primary basis would promote increased use of
the band.



Fixed Services

 FCC seeks to provide flexibility, BUT:

— Only permits fixed “hot spot” and temporary fixed
operation (for one year or less) on a primary basis.

— Only permits other fixed operations on a secondary
basis to mobile, except for links used to connect 4.9
GHz base/mobile stations and those that provide
broadband services. These are individually licensed.

 Permitting all permanent fixed operations (i.e.
not just links to broadband and mobile) on a
primary basis would promote use of 4.9 GHz.



