Jamie Barnett’s Talking Points

-  First, I want to thank everyone for participating in today’s Field Hearing, especially FCC Commissioners Clyburn, Baker and Copps, Undersecretary Beers, and Dr. Federoff. I also want to extend a special thank you to Georgetown University Medical Center for hosting us here today for what I view as a very important and productive Field Hearing as part of the development of the National Broadband Plan.

-In only 97 days, the FCC will deliver the National Broadband Plan to Congress. Critical areas to be covered in this plan are important National Purposes including Public Safety. Today’s Field Hearing adds important testimony to the record about the importance of ensuring that the public safety community has access to broadband communications.  This includes a nationwide, interoperable wireless broadband network that will be able to support public safety and the emergency medical response community in times of emergency, as well as for day-to-day activities.

-The Commission has been carefully looking at all options on how to best structure an interoperable, nationwide broadband wireless network that will support America’s emergency response community.  Today’s discussion highlighted several important facts that will help drive the development of the National Broadband Plan in this area as well as in crafting our rules in the 700 MHz proceeding, where this is an important focus.  We’ve learned some valuable lessons today.  
· We need to ensure sufficient capacity to support a range of applications that have been developed, are currently being developed, and will be developed in the future for our emergency responders.  These include tools such as deployable telemedicine systems and mobile video/data systems for police and fire 

· We need to recognize that emergency responders will require more resiliency for many of their broadband communications needs than what is currently available or likely to become available on commercial networks.  This will enable emergency responders to respond even when traditional communications facilities are unavailable. As Deputy Chief Reyes stated, wireless networks are becoming more important than ever to support the ever-growing law enforcement mission.  It’s important for public safety to have options that will seamlessly serve them when traditional systems fail or are otherwise unavailable. 

· Emergency responders need to have increased geographic and in-building coverage for their communications services so that they can effectively and efficiently respond and be able to send and receive important information no matter where an emergency takes them. Again, we’ve heard today how current commercial systems often lack the robust, ubiquitous coverage needed by public safety.  For example, if firefighters are in a building in which radio signals cannot penetrate through walls, this could lead to significant risk of loss of life and property.  This is simply not acceptable for the nation’s first responders or the citizens they are trying to protect
· We need to ensure that we do not end up in a situation where we have to rely on fragmented networks as we have had in the past.  Broadband communications can be designed from the ground up to offer the emergency response community the ability to communicate with a nationwide level of interoperability.  To this end, one solution we have been considering is the creation of some type of an emergency response interoperability center that will ensure that emergency response communications work. 
· I look forward to our continuing discussion in this very important area.  I am certain that through such continued discussions and partnerships like we have developed with Georgetown University Medical Center, our federal partners, such as the Department of Homeland Security, and our state, local and tribal partners, we will be able to craft a National Broadband Plan that ensures that our public safety and emergency medical response community have the quality broadband communications they require and on which American lives and property depend.

· Thank you again for participating in today’s Field Hearing. And thank you again to Georgetown University Medical Center for their hospitality.

