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OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERALPRIVATE 

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE:
September 5, 2001

TO:

Chairman

FROM:
Inspector General

SUBJECT:
Government Information Security Reform Act Report 

The Office of Inspector General (OIG) has completed an evaluation of the Commission’s Information Security program in accordance with the Government Information Security Reform Act (Security Act).  The Security Act requires that Inspectors General, or independent evaluators they choose, perform an annual evaluation of each agency’s information security program and practices.  I have attached a copy of out report, entitled FY 2001 Government Information Security Reform Act Evaluation,” summarizing the results of our evaluation of the Commission’s Information Security program.

In accordance with guidelines published by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), the OIG report consists of two sections: (1) an executive summary, and (2) the independent evaluation.  The executive summary section provides a brief background of the Security Act and the purpose of the evaluation, evaluation objectives and scope, and the results of the evaluation.  The independent evaluation section provides a brief summary of the evaluation and provides OIG responses to specific questions required by OMB reporting instructions
.  Our report has been developed for incorporation into one document with the Security Act report produced by the Chief Information Officer (CIO).  This combined report is required to be submitted to OMB by September 10, 2001.

As a result of the independent evaluation, we have concluded that the Commission has a generally effective information security program with acceptable practices for managing and safeguarding the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC’s) information technology assets. However, during the evaluation, we identified areas for improvement in the FCC’s information security management, operational and technical controls.  We are addressing these issues with FCC management in a separate Special Review Report.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 418-0476. 

H. Walker Feaster III

Attachment

cc:
Chief of Staff


Managing Director


Chief Information Officer


AMD-PERM

1		Office of Management and Budget (OMB)  Memorandum	 for the Heads of Executive Department and Agencies (Memorandum No. M-01-24) entitled “Reporting Instructions for the Government Information Security Reform Act” and dated June 22, 2001.






