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Good morning, Mr. Chairman and Commissioners. Today you’re going to hear from the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau about a major new initiative. The 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act, will take historic steps to improve communications access for people with disabilities, and the FCC has the major responsibility for implementing this Act.  This Act will do more for the communications needs of people with disabilities than any law since the 1996 amendments to the Communications Act.  In addition to ensuring full broadband access, it will fill accessibility gaps that were left by earlier disability laws.  The National Broadband Plan recommended this kind of legislation, and we are now implementing that recommendation. 


We’re fortunate to have two national leaders in the field in the consumer bureau to lead this effort. 


Greg Hlibok is the new Chief of the Disability Rights Office, housed in the consumer bureau. Greg began his career as an activist at Gallaudet University, where he successfully led the student movement for a deaf president at Gallaudet. He has served as an attorney in DRO for nearly a decade, and we are very pleased that he will now lead that office.


Karen Peltz Strauss rejoined the Commission earlier this year as Deputy Chief of the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, with a special focus on disability rights. She has been a leading national advocate in this field and literally wrote the book – titled, “A New Civil Right” – that chronicles the legal effort to provide better communications access for people with disabilities.. 


Karen will describe the Act’s requirements and the Commission’s implementation. Larry  Goldberg will then introduce some of the new technologies the Act will put into use.


I want to thank everyone around the Commission for the hard work they’ve already begun to implement this new law.   We in CGB are joined in this effort by the Media Bureau, the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau, the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, the Wireline Competition Bureau, and the Office of Engineering and Technology.


Now I’d like to turn to Greg to begin the presentation.

