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I have been following with great interest your FCC rules regarding video

description, to be effective in April 2002.  I have been legally blind since

age 13, and having grown up with television, there have been many occasions

when I depended upon others to relate action I had missed, letters on screen

I could not read, and details I could not see.

Talking books greatly expanded my knowledge of literature and the hunger to

read.  Descriptive videos from the talking book libraries allowed me to see

movies that I "missed" seeing when at the theater.  The entire story is so

much different when you know all that is going on in a film.

I am most disappointed after the FCC had thoughtfully put together a plan,

and now I am equally disappointed that pressure from the media may cause you

to recind the decision that raised our hopes so high and now threaten our

active participation in enjoying the media available to others.  What was

wrong with your decision...what has changed to cause you to reconsider the

issue.  Why would anyone choose to limit the audience that supports the

media economy?

I am opposed to the petitioners request for you to reconsider your FCC

ruling‑‑Docket #99‑339.  Please press forward with rules that make TV,

motion pictures, and video tapes more accessible to all Americans.  Do not

open a door a little bit, and then let others pressure you to close the door

again!

Paul Wohlfeil

232 South Fifth St, Apt G

Springfield, IL  62701


