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Services for the Visually Impaired
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November 7, 2000

Ms Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC  20554

Dear Ms. Salas:

This letter is to submit my comments IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONERS FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THE REPORTED ORDER ON VIDEO DESCRIPTION, DOCKET NUMBER 99-339.  I commend the commissioners of the FCC for their courageous vote requiring the television networks to begin providing this essential descriptive video information service to people who are blind and visually impaired, beginning in April of 2002.  It has come to my attention, however, that this ruling by the FCC on July 21st, 2000 is being petitioned for reconsideration.  I am adamantly opposed to these petitions.  It is imperative that this ruling be implemented in its original form.

As a visually impaired person with many blind and visually impaired clients, I know first hand how important it is for anyone who cannot see a television to have an alternate means such as video description in order to know what is happening on the screen.  It has been a long standing source of frustration for literally thousands of us with vision problems to be constantly deprived of access to the same televised information as sighted people have.  Many of us have been eagerly looking forward to the day in April of 2002 when we can turn on our television sets and be able to understand for the first time the visual aspects of the programming.

In closing, I wish to point out that the petitioners have not provided any new information that was not already known at the time the FCC reached its decision and issued the ruling.  In view of this, I urge you to take the necessary steps to ensure that this important ruling, which will provide essential video description of television programs to blind and visually impaired viewers, will stand firm and continue forward.

Respectfully yours,

Jerry R. Baker, Consultant


