
Joseph and Velma Calandra

550 W. Miller

Apt. 2

Springfield, Illinois 62702

November 7, 2000

TO:
Magalie Salis, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Secretary:

We are writing to endorse Docket No. 99-339, July 21 ruling by FCC concerning descriptive vidio for television viewing by the blind and visuallly impaired.  

We are both blind and live alone as many blind and visually impaired people do today.  We watch our share of television but it would be so much better if we could also understand what is transmitted visually that the audio does not give us.  From ou Library which serves the visually impaired,  we do get descriptive vidio movies.  The descriptive vidio makes the movies  so much more enjoyable.

I cannot imagine why anyone would oppose this ruling.  I have been informed that even some blind people are opposed to this FCC ruling.  After all, Access to the spoken word is given to the deaf, I feel that we, the blind, should also have complete television accessibility.  Do we not pay the same amount of money for cable and regular TV viewing that John Q. Public pays?

In closing, we applaud you for the work you have done in the past and commend you for havin the forsight for taking this step, the ruling of July, 2000 which will make our television viewing more interesting, informative and entertaining.

Sincerely,

Joseph and Velma Calandra  


