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Chief Werner, thank you for inviting me and for work that you do to provide a nationwide, interoperable public safety broadband network to our first responders. And thank you for the opportunity to address this assembly today as we mark the decennial anniversary of the 9/11 attacks on America.  I appreciate Charlottesville and Albemarle County for organizing and setting aside time to remember those we lost on that day and to honor those whose service is to protect us, then and now.

On that day, that beautiful September morning, all of us, all of us who are still here and all of the victims who died, started the day in a very similar way.  The unrealized joys of simple routine: eat breakfast, get ready for work, get the kids to school, get ready to travel, all done in the innocent, ignorant belief that whatever hate might exist ‘out there’ would not come to our home, could not penetrate Fortress America.  One of the reasons that we feel such empathy for the victims, that we feel the horror of what happened, is that we were all so similar, the victims and us. We realized that it could have happened to any of us, to any of our families or friends.  And when those lives were taken from us, that innocence was taken from us, too, and the innocence was replaced with an uneasy suspicion, a fear, that nothing was safe anymore, that we were not secure at home.

On that day, more people died than at Pearl Harbor, the last surprise massive attack on America, the analogy that instantly sprang to our minds, indelibly marked on our national consciousness regardless of generation.  Each person who died was an individual, worthy of individual remembrance, but we must also visit the awfulness of the scale of destruction of life.  

On that day, at the Pentagon, 125 persons died, including those on the plane.  Most Americans think of the Pentagon as part of Washington, D.C., but of course it is located on the sovereign soil of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and it was the firefighters of Arlington County, Virginia who first responded to the fires in the Pentagon, and with over 11 other fire departments from the region, fought the fires there for 11 days.

On that day, 40 persons aboard United Airlines Flight 93 died when the plane crashed in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, the passengers and crew having learned of the diabolical plot in New York, and converted themselves instantly and honorably into first responders, their sacrificial actions saving untold lives by denying the 9/11 perpetrators their ultimate target.

On that day, 2606 persons died in and around the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York.  Each innocent victim’s life was precious, but I must also mark that 343 were firefighters, 60 were police officers from the New York Police Department and also from the Port Authority, and 15 were Emergency Medical Technicians, all of whom rushed to World Trade Center and into the World Trade Center, to save lives. Many first responders who survived were injured. And if there is any good news from that tragic day, it is that these first responders were so successful.  Thousands and thousands of lives were saved who might have otherwise perished.  The firefighters who survived fought fires at Ground Zero for over three months until the fires were finally extinguished.

On that day, a resolve rose in our hearts, and America unleashed its might in the form of the men and women of our Armed Forces, who bravely and vigorously took the fight back to its source, away from American shores.  In addition to uniformed servants, many government civilians also went in harm’s way.  Many, many served, many died, many were injured, and many still serve today.

On this day, we remember and honor those who died.  We remember and honor those who served and those who still serve to protect us.  We remember and honor the families and friends of those who died and those who were injured, and we acknowledge that we owe a duty to the victims and their families and those who served then and those who serve now.


We have a duty to remember, and ceremonies such as this one are a good way to remember, to refresh our minds and hearts.  The memorials at Ground Zero in New York, and in the fields of Shanksville and at the foot of the Pentagon are beautiful, somber and appropriate reminders.


However, we must do more than remember.  On that day, America changed.  Our feelings changed.  Our actions certainly changed.  But there is one thing that the attacks of 9/11 did not change and must not change: who we are, who we are as Americans, what we stand for, what we are made of and how we are constituted.

I said earlier that, on that day, our innocence was taken away and replaced with a fear that we are not safe at home.  Fear in the face of hatred and danger is a natural thing, but fear can motivate bad decisions and destructive behavior, destructive of who we are.  We must not act from fear.  Fear can also generate something more noble: bravery. And that is who we are.  As our national anthem says, “The Land of the Free, and the Home of the Brave.” We must not act from fear; we must act from bravery.  The difference is subtle, but vital.

If we act from fear, we would be willing to sacrifice almost anything to avoid danger, including who we are, our basic freedoms, in order to be safe. If we act from bravery, we accept the risk that there are dangers to life and property and we act to protect them, but while we may risk our lives, acting from bravery does not sacrifice who we are, does not give up our individual freedoms. Acting from bravery does not sacrifice our principles as a free people.  That is why we honor those who serve in uniform, our law enforcement officers, our firefighters, emergency medical workers and members of the Armed Forces, because they embody bravery in their daily lives.


But it is not for them alone to be brave. We as a people must all be brave. We must not allow people from abroad or here at home to scare us, to make us act from fear.  You hear it every day in the media, someone trying to motivate us with fear.  We must protect our individual freedoms with individual bravery, because that is who we are.  A quotation attributed to Benjamin Franklin reads, in so many words,:that any Nation which would sacrifice freedom for security will lose both

On this day, remembering those who died and those who served on that day, let us build a memorial in our hearts by being brave, by being the home of the brave.  Let us act from bravery, building the defenses that we need, binding up the wounds of those who have fought for us, caring for their families, giving our public safety officers the things that they need, like a nationwide interoperable public safety broadband network.  


And let us remember that we need not give up our freedoms for unsure security in a dangerous world.

Let us remember that we the land of the free, and we do not have to fear another person’s peaceful pursuit of politics or religion.

Let us remember that are not the home of the angry,
Let us remember that are not the home of the vengeful,

Let us remember that are not the home of the hateful, 


We are not the home of the fearful,

We are the home of the brave, and as long as we are the home of the brave, we will remain the land of the free. 
