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Emerging Technologies Subcommittee Recommendation to the

Federal Communications Commission’s

Advisory Committee on Diversity for Communications in the Digital Age:

Recommendation on Diversifying Ownership in Terrestrial Radio

Offered to the Advisory Committee for Consideration at its December 10, 2007 Meeting
The Subcommittee on Emerging Technologies recommends that the Advisory Committee commend to the Commission the following means of fostering ownership diversity in terrestrial radio.  This Recommendation, developed by the Subcommittee after consultations with Media Bureau officials and subject matter experts, constitutes a narrowing and refinement of the October 4, 2004 Recommendation of the Advisory Committee on the same subject.  The Subcommittee believes that these steps are likely to have a disproportionate impact in fostering minority and women ownership of terrestrial radio facilities and in facilitating improvements in inferior technical facilities presently licensed to minority owned broadcasters.

In particular, the Advisory Committee would:

1. Endorse the Commission’s recommendation to Congress for legislation that would eliminate the third adjacent FM spacing rules found in 47 C.F.R. §73.807 that are applicable to low power FM (LPFM) stations.

2. Recommend that the Commission relax its community of license and transmitter site rules and policies as follows:

where permitted by the contour overlap and community of license coverage rules, and upon a satisfactory showing, the Commission would authorize full power AM or FM radio stations to change their communities of license to any community within the same market (as “radio market” is defined in 47 C.F.R. §73.3555(a)), provided that if the community of license being vacated (the “Original Community”) has no other full power AM or FM or LPFM station licensed to it and which originates local programming for at least 15% of its airtime (a “Local Service LPFM”), the licensee vacating the Original Community must underwrite the cost of licensing, construction and one full year of operation of a new Local Service LPFM to be licensed to the Original Community.
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