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Federal Communications Commission



445 12th St., S.W.



Washington, D.C. 20554

DA 00-2231                              

Released: September 29, 2000

WTB SEEKS COMMENT ON PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF VOICESTREAM WAIVER FILED BY APCO

CC Docket No. 94-102

Oppositions Due: October 10, 2000

Reply to Oppositions Due: October 17, 2000
On September 8, 2000, the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”), in response to petitions for reconsideration of the E911 Third Report and Order
, released a Fourth Memorandum Opinion and Order (“Fourth MO&O”) making adjustments to the deployment schedule that must be followed by wireless carriers choosing to implement E911 Phase II service using a handset-based technology.
  As part of the Fourth MO&O, the Commission granted a conditional waiver to Voicestream Wireless (“Voicestream”), permitting Voicestream to deploy a hybrid E911 Phase II location solution that would involve software upgrades to both network equipment and handsets.

On September 20, 2000, the Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc. (“APCO”), filed a petition for reconsideration of the conditional waiver granted to Voicestream.  APCO argues that the grant of the waiver should not have been considered without providing an opportunity for public comment.  Additionally, APCO argues that the Voicestream waiver appears to reward non-compliance and may encourage other carriers to seek waivers for alternative methods and schedules for wireless E911 compliance.

This is a “permit but disclose” proceeding pursuant to §1.1206 of the Commission’s Rules.
 Presentations to or from Commission decision-making personnel are permissible provided that ex parte presentations are disclosed pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §1.1206(b).

Parties interested in filing oppositions may do so on or before October 10, 2000 and replies to oppositions are due on or before October 17, 2000.  To file formally, parties must submit an original and four copies to the office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, 445 12th Street, S.W., TW-A325, Washington, D.C. 20554.  In addition, parties must submit one copy to E. Wendy Austrie, Policy Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Federal Communications Commission, Room 3-B101, 445 12th Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20554.  Copies of the Petition for Reconsideration Voicestream Waiver and the Fourth MO&O may be obtained from the following docket: CC Docket No. 94-102.  Oppositions and Reply to Oppositions will be available for public inspection during regular business hours in the FCC Public Reference Room, Room CY-A257, 445 12th Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20554.

For further information concerning this proceeding, contact E. Wendy Austrie, Policy Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau at (202) 418-1310.
-FCC-

� Revision of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure Compatibility with Enhanced 911 Emergency Calling Systems, CC Docket No. 94-102, Third Report and Order, 14 FCC Rcd 17388 (1999) (E911 Third Report and Order).


� Revision of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure Compatibility with Enhanced 911 Emergency Calling Systems, CC Docket No. 94-102, Fourth Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 00-326(2000).


� 47 C.F.R. §1.1206.






