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November 9, 1999

"PERMIT BUT DISCLOSE" EX PARTE STATUS ACCORDED TO PROCEEDINGS

INVOLVING (1) APPLICATIONS FOR REVIEW FILED BY PUEBLO CELLULAR, INC. ET AL. REGARDING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSENT TO TRANSFER CONTROL 

OF COMMNET CELLULAR INC. TO BLACKSTONE CCI CAPITAL PARTNERS, L.P., (2) APPLICATIONS FOR CONSENT TO ASSIGN VARIOUS IOWA CELLULAR LICENSES TO MIDWEST WIRELESS IOWA, L.L.C., AND (3) APPLICATIONS FOR CONSENT TO TRANSFER CONTROL OF VARIOUS IOWA CELLULAR LICENSES TO VODAFONE AIRTOUCH, PLC 

On January 28, 1998, Pueblo Cellular, Inc., Sangre de Cristo Cellular, Inc., Smokey Hills Cellular, Inc., Platte River Cellular, Inc., Sand Dunes Cellular, Inc., San Isabel Cellular, Inc., Three Lakes Cellular, Inc., and Yellowstone Cellular, Inc. filed an application for review of the Commercial Wireless Division’s Order
 granting the transfer of control of CommNet Cellular Inc.’s interests in various cellular licenses to Blackstone CCI Capital Partners, L.P.  On March 5, 1998, Pueblo Cellular, Inc., Sangre de Cristo Cellular, Inc., Smokey Hills Cellular, Inc., Platte River Cellular, Inc., San Isabel Cellular, Inc., and Yellowstone Cellular, Inc. filed an application for review of the related Order
 granting the transfer of control of CommNet Cellular Inc.’s interests in various microwave licenses to Blackstone CCI Capital Partners, L.P.  Both of these applications for review remain pending. 

On August 16, 1999, applications were submitted seeking Commission consent to assign various Iowa cellular licenses from BCP CommNet L.P. (or its affiliates) (“BCP CommNet”) to Midwest Wireless Iowa L.L.C. (“Midwest”).
  On August 25, 1999, the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) issued a Public Notice announcing that these applications had been accepted for filing.
  On October 13, 1999, to prepare for the possibility that Vodafone AirTouch Plc’s (“VAT”) acquisition of BCP CommNet’s interests could close before the Iowa cellular licenses were assigned to Midwest, VAT and BCP CommNet filed transfer of control applications with respect to three of the five Iowa licenses in which BCP CommNet has a substantial interest, so that these interests could be held briefly by VAT, if 

necessary, pending assignment to Midwest.
  On October 20, 1999, the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) issued a Public Notice announcing that these applications had been accepted for filing.

By this Public Notice and pursuant to section 1.1200(a) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1200(a), we announce that all of the above-mentioned proceedings will be governed by permit-but-disclose ex parte procedures that are applicable to nonrestricted proceedings under section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206.  We believe the public interest will best be served by applying permit-but-disclose ex parte procedures in these cases because these proceedings involve broad public policy issues. Further, we note that the above-referenced matters are related to the pending acquisition of BCP CommNet’s interest in various licenses by VAT,
 to which permit-but-disclose procedures have been applied. 

Permit-but-disclose ex parte procedures permit interested parties to make ex parte presentations to the Commissioners and Commission employees and require that these presentations be disclosed in the record of the relevant proceeding.  Persons making a written ex parte presentation to the Commissioners or Commission employees must file the written presentation with the Commission Secretary no later than the next business day after the presentation.  47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(1). Persons making oral ex parte presentations must file a summary of the presentation and deliver copies to the Commissioners or Commission employees involved with the presentation no later than the next business day after the presentation.  47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(2).  All ex parte filings must reference this Public Notice, DA 99-2502.

An original and one copy of all ex parte memoranda must be filed with the Commission’s Secretary, Magalie Roman Salas, 445 Twelfth Street, S.W., TW-A325, Washington, D.C. 20554, in accordance with section 1.1206(b)(1) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(1).  In addition, one copy of each ex parte memorandum must be delivered to each of the following locations:  (1) the Commission’s duplicating contractor, International Transcription Services, Inc. (“ITS”), 445 12th Street, S.W., Room CY-B402, Washington, D.C.  20554; (2) Office of Public Affairs, Reference Operations Division, Wireless Telecommunications Branch, 445 Twelfth Street, S.W., Room CY-A257, Washington, D.C. 20554; (3) Lauren Kravetz, Commercial Wireless Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, 445 Twelfth Street, S.W., Room 4-A163, Washington, D.C. 20554; and (4) Ramona Melson, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, 445 Twelfth Street, S.W., Room 4-C237, Washington, D.C.  20554.

 
Copies of the applications and any subsequently filed documents in this matter may be obtained from ITS.  The applications and documents are also available for public inspection and copying during normal reference room hours at the following Commission offices:  Office of Public Affairs, Reference Operations Division, Wireless Telecommunications Branch, Room CY-A257, 445 Twelfth Street, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20554.  Applications filed electronically, as well as petitions to deny and subsequent pleadings pertaining to those applications, are available on the Commission’s website through the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau’s Universal Licensing System.


For further information, contact Lauren Kravetz or Elizabeth Williams, Commercial Wireless Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, at (202) 418-7240 or Ramona Melson, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, at (202) 418-0680. 
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� Applications of Pueblo MSA Limited Partnership, et al., 13 FCC Rcd 131 (CWD 1997).


� Applications of Pueblo MSA Limited Partnership, et al., 13 FCC Rcd 2583 (CWD and PSPWD 1997).


� See File Nos. 0000016565, 0000016575, 0000016577, 0000016585, and 0000017627.  On the same day, BCP CommNet and Vodafone AirTouch Plc filed applications seeking consent to transfer control of BCP CommNet’s interest in various licenses to VAT.  See “BCP CommNet, L.P. and Vodafone AirTouch Plc Seek Consent for transfer of Control,” Public Notice, DA 99-1876 (rel. Sept. 14, 1999).


� See Public Notice, Report No. 303 (rel. Aug. 25, 1999). 


� See File Nos. 0000033522, 0000033529, and 0000033539.


� See Public Notice, Report No. 346 (rel. Oct. 20, 1999). 


� See supra note 3 and DA 99-1876.







