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PUBLIC NOTICEPRIVATE 



Federal Communications Commission



445 12th St., S.W.



Washington, D.C. 20554
                                                     DA 99-1986
                                                                          Released: September 27, 1999

WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU SEEKS COMMENT ON 

TENNECO COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION REQUEST FOR 

WAIVER TO PERMIT PERMANENT AUTHORIZATION ON 

DEVELOPMENTAL FREQUENCIES


Comment Date:  October 27, 1999

                        Reply Date: November 11, 1999




On February 25, 1997, Tenneco Communications Corporation (TCC) filed a request for waiver of Section 90.65(e)(2) of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 90.65(e)(2), to convert 11 developmental licenses (Call Signs WNCX690, WNDK510, WNEC782, WNEC774, WNEC778, WNFU711, WNRC879, WNRZ356, WNVD226, WPAF943, and WPIH 848) into regular licenses.  These licenses, most of which TCC has held for 10 years, authorize TCC to use certain 10 kHz "sliver" channels in the 30 MHz band, which are designated for developmental operations in the Commission's Rules, see 47 C.F.R. § 90.35(e)(2), at various locations in Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Ohio.  TCC performs a non-profit telecommunications service for El Paso Energy Corporation's (El Paso) Tennessee Gas Pipeline.  The facilities authorized in TCC's developmental licenses are used to perform supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) functions in connection with El Paso's Tennessee Gas Pipeline system to monitor gas flow in the pipeline. 




TCC states that it decided to use 30 MHz band "sliver" frequencies to meet its SCADA requirements because the spectrum allocated for this purpose was either congested or unavailable in the requisite areas.  In addition, TCC argues that, because there is only one other entity authorized to use 30 MHz "sliver" frequencies, a grant of its waiver request would not deplete the availability of the "sliver" frequencies or preclude other interested entities from obtaining developmental licenses for the use of these frequencies.  Finally, TCC argues that the instant request for waiver is in the public interest because it would enable TCC to continue using the 30 MHz "sliver" frequencies to perform critically important natural gas pipeline SCADA operations. 




Interested parties may file comments on TCC's petition on or before October 27, 1999.  Parties interested in submitting reply comments must do so on or before November 11, 1999.  Comments should be filed with the Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, 445 Twelfth Street, S.W., Room TW-A325, Washington, D.C. 20554.  A copy of each filing should be sent to International Transcription Service, Inc. (ITS), 1231 20th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, (202) 857-3800 and Pam Slipakoff, Federal Communications Commission, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division, 445 Twelfth Street, S.W., Room 4-C207, Washington, D.C.  20554, (202) 418-0680.  All comments should reference TCC's petition and the DA number of this Public Notice (DA 99-1986). 




The full text of the petition, comments, and reply comments are available for inspection and duplication during regular business hours in the Public Safety and Private Wireless Division of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Federal Communications Commission, 445 Twelfth Street, S.W.,  Washington, D.C.  20554, Room 4-C207, (202) 418-0680.  Copies may also be obtained from ITS, 1231 20th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.  20036, (202) 857-3800.


  


Requests for waiver of the Commission's Rules are subject, unless otherwise provided, to treatment by the Commission as restricted proceedings for ex parte purposes under Section 1.1208 of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1208.  Because of the policy implications and the potential impact of this proceeding on other proceedings, as well as, persons not parties to the waiver requests, we believe it would be in the public interest to treat this case as a permit-but-disclose proceeding under the ex parte rules.
  Therefore, any ex parte presentations that are made with respect to the issues involved in the subject waivers, subsequent to the release of this Public Notice, will be permissible but must be disclosed in accordance with the requirements of Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b).




For further information, contact Pam Slipakoff of the Policy and Rules Branch of the Public Safety 

and Private Wireless Division at (202) 418-0680.




By the Chief, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division.

    �See Section 1.200(a) and 1.1206 of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 1.200(a), 1.1206.






