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A BILL
.tfmen4 the Gomme ieftios Aet of 1-34, ef- atpeve4 Jutne 4t9

4W4"T Xfo thfe pirpese ef p.m.ei sft .... eof life aidl pe-op-

ety at sea t+egh he e eof w4fe fid fade eeom... tio'S.

te make fie a effeeetieT te t-rk-ert-ioeitt+ Ctentifon rf

the afety of Life a;t :ef 9- 42 and fef f ther pur-peses

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 Tht seetiet - of 4te C-offfsuuifiees Ae *f 9,34 is hkeeby

4 aftUededl by if.se , ift* aftef thae weods 'fer the purpose of the

5 ietti- dekeseL a eemi..+a mA the wodei "fe" t"he pfpeose

6 ef pfomoeig safety of life and pfopet.y tho*.ugh the ue

7 of wire a-d fa4ie eeat ' iea'ie



:1 8e. -2 Scet-ien ¢ e4 the Ceiiif-om3 iea~tios Aet of +.44

2 is bereby amended by adding at the effi the1eef f1e newr

3 snbseetions to retd a fasllws

4 \ "() + '-hi- ' eor Svesse'X iekdes even d4esei4ption

5 of watererafl o ethier artifreil eteine .exeeef aincrtft

6 tsed e eefpahe ef being used as a means of traffsei-atfion

7 of waterY whethe or not she isn tettlfly afloeat

8 ' 2-(4)- Aship shisali be eonsidere4 af passenege ,ship if it

9 earries or is authofke4 te ear ri mere than tweve sse1ngerse

10 (3--4 A eargo ship means any ship not a passenger

11 shi

12 -(4)- A ssene is' aiy person ear-ed oe board a

13 ship e-xeep the offieer-s andt erewr ftet.d-l4y emptLeye4 to man,

14 d eperate tke ip-. e* shaip sos o beoaid a isha not. he

15 eonsidered passengers en hen a-.t.e earned either beeasec

16 ef the obligation aid po*en the mfaster to earry ship-wreeked-,

17 dist-ressed, or other pes ersn or ee eb f 4any eiremstanee

18 oee whetieh neLither tLe master, the owner nor ft he e hartL re

19 -(if any- h as eontrel

20 'A-q-x+ to- olar' on a' foreign sip mean, a* auto-

21 ffatie .alarm eee.e. wi" hfts been appro.ed by the eeou-

22 try to whie the ship belofgs-i Poed; That the IUi.ted

23 States an th e eotuiry in qestion ae boeth parties to the same

24 treat-y, eoention eo agreem i regard to te Ff eq.uire-

25 meits fo sieh pp tu 'Auto alarm' on a ship of the



3

1 United States e to te ptrs ns f pf par 14 of le

2 11 ef this Ae mfeans a automaetie alaFrm reeeiver appraed

3 by the missien and whihe eeoplies with at least the

4 rqre.e. ts of the Generl Radie Regulations Aneledxc

5 , I.te....ti..o T leeomfl.i)aktin oCo .. etif *, fAre,-.

6 Noth this A o i fl other provision oef sh

b7 e eonstrue4d t permit e ree.ogitio+ eof an ar+to- .4air, as

8 PcorA t efw itp rl f t his Ats,4 ent a fereign

9 ship sibjeet to scuhupartn,.whose eeotrof oe l edg is ot a

10 paty to at con :e.rti.o agreeme et. with te United

11 Staes in regard to such appartu*

12 "-(4 )+ ieof te putposes ef pat 1 ef title l a

13 'qaalke operp ato or operato#,oft en fereign shipf means a

14 person holding a ertificate as such comfplying wi ithe pro-

15 L*isions of the Generale adio Reglatns necdto the

16 ..I.t. ..onl Telecomm iat onetion in fe- or

17 complying with an agreemet or treaty between the United

18 States ad the comitry te which the ship belongs7

19 "For the pttpese oef prt 1of i e 1a fb 'qualified

20 operator-' er oeratoro eon a ish ef the United States ffans

21 a person holding a radio operators lieense of te proper

22 elas aEs pfescribed iSSUed b is bthe Uom"ssioni.

23 -tz- 'tarbor or p' e means a-ny plee toe hich ships

24 may resotS for shelt e o er to lo ador uoad passengers eof

25 geedsr tOe obtain Wee ater, er suppels. TtThis ter shall
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1. aPy toe sueh plaees whethef pelefffed puTlhe oi- et and

2 wffetheef . natufa. oe atifiea.

3 -a-(a) 'Safet eoy e ftie e teauis the Intciationd oia -

4 -tee or Safee te ef Tiff caSe h forc em d t hee fea-t

5 tie-s Fefefed to ther-eii.

6 u & (4seetion -t ef seetion 4 ef e Gowfftui-

7 e&atios Aet of )3+34 is hereby a eiied b. substi/kixg a

8 eol1i0 feo+ the peeied at the ed oef the su seetioft .a.d ad4ing

9 the fo4wovi+g- 4P4eted furt1her, Tlat eaeh year, t t he

10 begmifiAg of the sessionf of the Cong3ess, the Gonission

11 shall repot to the Senate adthe eHouse ef ietentatifes

12 of the U4ited States 4hefhei ef net frny Aewv Pwire oe radio

13 eeom .ucati legislatioe is feied bettef to insuie safety

14 of life and espy If any ntew legislatio is neeessa the

15 CGo. mission shat4 p aepate and sbmit it to thfe Gongfess."'

16 SET 4 Seetionft 4 ef the Coimmunfit attins Aet ef 4QU3

17 is mefndeed by addintg at the end thefeof a Hew sabseetieo

18 t rcad as follo ws

19 ) the ptpose ef ebtainilng maxifAm efeetie-

20 . .ess ....the ttse of ad4ie and wite eo..ustnieti in evon

21 neetion with safety ef life and pfoperetyy the Gonmffissien

22 shall iv ae ftad studyt al phtses of the pr:oblem a.d the

23 best methods of obtaining the eo peration ad eoeeFdjiatio

24 of these systems. Th+e CGoe nission a. by projpe rules

25 and .egAlatione of by eonditions ieeporated . i the authori-
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1 ertieon or fenle .pseibe . hi aditnt a ther r....ife-

2 mets, the eonditietis ad aRoeeder-e to be observe , ift haf-

3 ffonT with the la f eeift cenications ihxiko safety ef

4 ife anH4d piopertt 2"

5 Sit &; 4fParagrap t-Y ef section 30-3 ef the Ce-ffl

6 ffun'ttft4ons Act of 4-934 is hereby arfmede4 te fead fas

7lows

8 (m))- -H+ if -e a.uthoie y to suspend the liNense ef

9 ay eopefato upeft proef sdffeieft to satisfy the Commisi

10 that the lieensee

11 '"()- has ienteday p fovisioe ef ftnL A-T,

12 treatS5 r! eftje.e:on b-indi eng ohe United Stat.es whlich

13 the Gomefissio is afut-horiied to admiist-eir, of aifl

14 fegulati4o made by the Commissift under any sueh

15 -Aet tfeattE or eenven tiieon- of

16 -(tB- has failed -to eaEy ot4 lawful or der ef the

17 master of the ship ok wh ich he is eplo-ed of of the

18 personf inf eoieftd of the aircrafte oft hich he is

19 employed-e oe

20 "- ( k has willfll damage er permitted dio

21 tapparat eor iient s t he e --damaged; eof

22 "-(D) h transmitted superfluous radio eeorn

23 mumieations oef .g.Qals Of eeonimu .ca.tons a e nenf.t

24 oebsenee weords5, lan guageor mean, ig r

25 has knowingl transmitted
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1 ~i(4 ~'false o- deeeptive signals oe.r ee..uniet..o.s.

2 of

3 -a2 eall siignl Or letfer whch k has et been

4 assigned by proper authority to the station he is

5 operatingo eo

6 "+E khas willfully of malieiously intcrfered withk

7 y · ehef fio communfi,,ct o signa es of

8 "(F)- has obtained f ttempted toe obtain, ef

9 has assisted anoftfher to obtain or attempt to obtain, a

10 operator-s license by fraudulent mean.s

11 "-"(2- No ore r ef su spesion of any operfator's lieense

12 shall take effeet tutil fifteen day nfotiee it writing thereof,

13 stiatig te eause for the proposed suspeesion s been

14 g4ve to the operator lienefsee whoe a.y maike written appli

15 eatioe to the Goflfhtfissiof at any t4ie within sa$i fifteen

16 edays for kea a.ig uapon stteh order.- he otiee te the

17 opera.tor li:ensee s.hall et be effeetive until aftuall received

18 by him, ad from thamt tike he shall have- fifteen days if

19 whick to mail the said appieatio-. kI the etvent_ th

20 physical eonditions prevet mailing of the application at

21 the epi"ation eof the fifteend period, the application

22 shall thken be mailed as seoon as possible thereafter, aeeom-

23 paniel by a satisfaetore ex-planation ef the delay T'pont

24 feeet by the Goemission ef sek appliieatin forf heftaing

25 said order ef susp-esion shall be held in abeyanee until the
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1 conelusion ef the hearing whieh shall be eondteted udef

2 seT rules as the Commee issi may preseribe. Upon the

3 eonelusion ef said hearing the Gommissionf may afffirt,

4 modiif, eor revoke sd order of suspension.

5 SEe &6 Subseetion -4n) of seetion 34 of the Geo-

6 munieations Aet ef 44" is hereby ameff ded to rea as

7 fellows:

8 £-1fn lave fauthority to inspeet e Ale ra installations

9 assoeiated i th stations require to be lieensed by any 44

10 eor wieh afte sibjeet to the pro-isions ef any Aet treaty,

11 eor eonvention binding e the Unfited States to aseertaim

12 whether in eeonstruetioe installatie ad operation t ey eon-

13 for-m toe requireee ts of tfe rules and regulations ef the

14 teoi ssion h the prevsions ef afty Aet- the terms of anyf

15 treaty or eonentioen binding eo the United States, and the

16 eonditions ef th elieese o other instrumet ef autherization

17 under wthieh tey are eonstrueted instsallc ed or operated."

18 SE T7- SeetionE 4f- +i ef the Co m meictiofns .ts of

19 4-934 is hereby amenIded toe read as follos-s:

20 "SE 24, -(3 a + The transmitting set in a frioe station

21 eo shkipboard mayt e adjusted in sueh a manner as to produee

22 a mfi umft of radiation, irrespeetivr ef the amount ef intr

23 ferenee wtieh m*n o thusd he eaused, when sueh station is

24 sendiing frae d ommetieations or signals ef distress fnd radie

25 e ommunitions relating ther,-et.i
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1 c-. Seetiea 322 ef the Cofmmufaiieieos e

2 49#34 is herebh amendeid toe fed f felloews-

3 " 322. 83 e b la.nd station open to ge.nE . p.s.ie

4 seree bet et e e e +e f eoast atAd .. essel., of 'ieaff;-t aeft ash

5 whitn te sTeepe f its noma oeations he boued to ex-

6 ehange a comie e nications oe sfirfts wit- ay- ship oi

7 aieft sttioerft seati ad eteh station o* shipboeaf eOf o ia-

S eaft a sea wald within the seeope ef its n rma opertifs,

9 be bound toe eefhangge radio eomutfnieatios Of signftals with

10 ay other station o pb f aiieraft atsera ef eEwi ftft y

11 ad statie eope ft gtened pliae sepubiee betweefi the eoast

12 and .essels of anef aft t seC: Proveded.. That sueh exehange

13 of .a.ie eoemmanieatie*o shall e wsitho.t. i,,inftioe n s t

14 Fadio systems ef itlstrfftefts adopte by eaeh 4saion=2

15 SE. #. Sectien 329 of the Gemie ainos A-et ef

16 -1934 is heeby aended toe feaed as foelloes-

17 "S . P The Comfiissieon is authoier to esignafte

18 fye offief or ef ploTyee of any eothef depa4tiemt ef thie

19 Gover-pnmfent of defy ift an*y Tefio of possessito ef hke

20 UTnited States t- reftdei thee stteh se.viee eoon.eetio..n

21 with he adiniiistratifton of this iAet as te Commiwssie* ffty

22 preseri.be td ase to design.at.e afty offieef eof emPloye ef

23 any ote, depa.tm.en t of the Gove-rnmient to r-ede steh

24 ser.viees at an'y pee withikt the : Jnited ttes int eson

25 ... eto' wihio the E oit n f tle Il- ef tis: Aet as
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1 hffmy be .eeessar.y: Poe.4de. Tkha sueh de4sieiatief sha

2 be appeoved by the head of the A e rt- i e whieh steh

3 person is efnlityed-l

4 SrEm. A4 -(-P4 The hegadg of title !44 of the Gomminft-

5 eatiefs A of 49-34 is hefeby amiended to fead as fellows:

6 "TITLE III- P T*TSITT- , NS ELATING TO RADi4 O

7 ' PART I SPrEGA PROVTSIONS

8 - eb Srtieh t4 Id is f'rep afiftdceA by adin ga t-he

9 end theeeof a new pi, "a folloews

10 "4PAT II-- RA D EQuiPMEN AND R DIre OPERATCORS

11 4D BOAR.D SI.P

12 1T T/C1URPOSEl

13 "'SE -.1 is the ptwpose of di-s atf teo promote

114 safety of fe atd . .opef. y at sea rthok the + se 1f radio.

15 Fi*P RnADIe EAIIFONL AND OPERBATORS

16 LS*E- -&2- x5eept as epided ie seetio- 3.53 hereof, it

17 shall e unlawful

18 "fiay ship o ef the Thntedi States, eer than a

19 eargo ship of less thfn siteen hIud ed gfess tons, t be

20 inais igated in the opeft sea eo et the G-eat Lelies outside ef

21 a habeer o per- eof fo- a+y shiT of the United Sets eo aaY

22 feoeignt eoutitfy, othef thanf a eatge ship of sthan 4 si4ten

23 ftndred gross tens, to leafte oe a.tteinpt o .eav.e ay heof

24 eo po4* of t6e ~Uf gitfttes ffe a eoveage it e -e ep sea

25 eof eo the Gftat Ljafes, unless suc ship is e&qf-i with
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I. ai effeient m&de in ltn m e i epefatming eoiditionf ehasge

2) ef aed opesated by a S qua;ifed eopefatf or eope-atars ade-

3 quately instapled ad pfeteete -seo s to iuisii-e iproper epea-

4 tien and so as niet to endangeif the ship anfd itdie instalatief#

5 as herciaftcr peidedj

6 " ) Fio anby paftssengef ship of the United States of

7 -ve thouisand gess tons, ao wvei to be enaviC'ated edtside ef

8 a hfbe- o,, pof , ift the spe eaofR the Gr.at ke ... eo

9 fe asy sash ship ef the United States eo ar feoreign eoetrty

10 to 1ave oattepoae any harbeert eof the Unite

11 States fe a *v oag-e inke epen fseao'f on tLe GraLt Iakesi,

12 nFtess sffh ship is eq4ipped withk n effieieiA adio direetion

13 finde appratsF -(Yadie eemmpass)- p pelyT adjusted in ope-

14 atkig eondition a herekinafter previded, whie apparats i

15 aAppTAed by the Commissien:-

16 L(-e) n speial eases- wheie the Commfissieon eensiders

17 that te reote o feonditions of the voya-ge make it *easof-

18 able of eeessa5y, the abo-ve eqeets mayt be appied

19 to a vesse engaged eft inland veags

20 she A shp hi is notsubjeet t e te poir ns e f

21 this pat at the timfe ef its depaft- e on a evoyage Tshal et

22 beeere s.j..eet to suei povisions on aeeount of any devia-

23 tio fem ints itended v"oyage .e t stess f .we.athe .r ea

24 othe* ea-unse o-e hieh neithe* the naste*- the owne* noHr

25 the ehafterer -(if any) has eentrol.
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1 fEXCEPTIONs

2 "S. 353. -+ The pfeisions ef tis part shall

3 ftpy te-

4 -)-A1 hip o.ef wa.

5 "-" A ship of the l4uited States bellonging to

6 an. opereatc4 by the Ge nmet eieepf a ship of the

7 ZUiiited Sta-es MaIritime Co,.mi issie-: the Inland t and

8 goastwise W eat.e t s Sei-tie, o thre PanVma Raikofd

9 .. y..ft;

10 "3) A forcign ship belonging to a oeentry which

11 is a patcy to the afe ty Cowention an whieh ship

12 earries at eef ctifieae cenptinge ship fhem r e

13 mdio peisiens ef th -ention, eO which sh*p eo-

14 foesn to the ,a:ie rdio iem ef su..eh +ention oe

15 Regulations nd ha en boad a va er cetifieate to that

16 effoet,

17 -() ( The Co'mm:issi;on may if it. consides thft the

18 ete eor the conditions of the oSjge nre such as te teodes

19 a fadie installation unreasonablc e Of u.ttneeessay fef the p-

20 poses of i pasts exenipf from te fpovisions of this pa.t

21 ay ship, oe any elass of shi-ps,, wheh fals within ftpn

22 ef the follewig d3esc iptions:-

23 "-+ Passenge ships which if the course of thei

24 voeyage do not go msee thc t-weSnty at4iea miles fenom
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1 the nearecs I, mor tfn r-e thafnt hudr.ed nautieal

2 ni4es between teo eoseee . ..t-e

3 , 2_ cafgo ships hiehi ht the eeourse ef thei

4 eyage dont go orefe thg one thundredae d fift

5 nautiea aftles fe ff the ncarcst tland

6 '- -( a- rg'es in tow-;

7 ' sail) i igp

8 ePFIfeeRSq RiS- W~ATCrIIE) AUTO ALARM

9 L--35. ~44+- - Eaeh cargo ship required by tis paft

10 toe be fitted with fi+4& isito tif anftd ^which is not fi ted

11 withk an a4to--alr o and each passengef ship required by

12 this part t-o b e faed with a radie i lat-aiNe+ shall for safety

13 purposcs, eary- t least two quatif4ed opeftSors, ftf4 , wher

14 the .hours oet of .pot. eeeed forty-e ight, a leat three

15 qalified eperateors shall be proeide4.

16 -(--) A earge ship, feqtuired by this part to be fitted

17 with a radio installation, which is fitted with fauto-aftf lar- n

18 in aeeorda-nce -with this titlc, shrll, fo safety purposecs, eafry

19 a lest eone qualified operator,

20 ' -e- Eaeh ship oef the .United &taes equ.ired by tis

21 part to be fitted ih a radio installation shall while beig

22 nafgd o e a har efr port keep a eaetieuous watch

23 by means ef qtttified ep . at e.s-- P de.. kowcor-_ Th at

24 in lien theref e erge ship fite with aE auto lftrm in,

25 proper operating con4i a watch ef at least eight hours
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1 pef 4ay , im the gregfcat, sh4A be mai.ntalted Ly meanis of

2 a qt.lified ope"ateor

3 %-),_ The Comssioa -h f e safety prptoses7 hkwe

4 ath.i.ty to pfese be the prAie4tsulf hoiws of wa tehot et a ship

5 of the Tiit States fet tired by this pA to be fitted with

6 a radio istaslltion

7 ORf* n aShips oef the .LJe U i te Stes fitted i t4k af

8 auto -alai sa id apparatus shal be inf opertion at a ti hffes

9 while the ship is being LfaLgaed otiside of a hfafbe rof poi4

10 when the operator is not ne wateh.

11 "TEeIIeIA REQ 4REEl q.?.

12 ' SEc 355. The rtio iastalation a-d the radio dree-

13 tioni finding aparratts feqnied by seetion g5- of this paft

14 shall eop -y witlh ihe follow-sing rei-e..ts.

15 "L(*) The adi ta sihsA eompshllaiise a *ai. . a

16 fm e ergeney or reserve 'installation- PAide/ d hoteever,

17 That of a ear-go hjp if the f aift infstalation eompies aolso

18 wtha.l th e feg-u s ioe ts ef ciegeency of reser-ie instaat-

19 ofti., the ei.mergen.ey of rese.e. installtioe masy be o-;itted,

20 ' _b) The ship's fadio operating room fid the emer-

21 gemne or resers e ista elftion shall be pleced i the tupper

22 part of te ship i ea peosition of t+e greatest possibe safety

23 fa-d es high s pretieabTe abov t e the .eepest leoad watet r e.

24 L(c )The fmai afdl emergey or reserve inst.allations

25 shall be blef trans.mittig and rceciaig en the ffe-
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1 quencies ad typs ef wv ignated by the Co.mmissiofn

2 for the purpise of distress fd sfety eof .naTigatieo

3 m)- The mait i.stalittiof shl khave a normal trants

4 mittin and reeeiing range oef at least two hundred natiepi

5 n-ciles, that is to sae, t must be eapable of transmitting ftd

6 reeeiving e.arly pereeptible sigals from ship to ship over

7 a range ef a least two hutdre nautieatl iles by day under

8 nIorml c. eonditioIns ad :circu.msta.n. es.

9 e Sff.eien power sa be stailable a all times

10 to perate kthe maifn radie instaWtetio effmeiently tunder normal

11 eonditions ofvf the rage speeificd in sabseetion -4- of this

12 seetion.

13 "-( The efergeney or reserve insta shall ft-

14 elude a .sor.ee o f energ-y .idepen dentf te .prope.ll

15 powe of the ship and of an ery f eleetiiea syste ind shal h

16 be eapblye ef beig pt into operation rapidly anfd of work-

17 *ig for at least si- eontiinuous hours. For the emergeney

18 or reserve in.stallation the .nor .l range as defined in sub-

19 seetion -() ef this seetio shal be at least one hunidred

20 natu4iel nAles.

21 There sha be provided between the bridge of

22 the ship and the radio room5, ad between fthe bridge an

23 the loeation of the direetion finding apparts t when the

24 direetion finding apparatus is not oeead the bridge, an



1 effieient mfean-s of tco 'uii.tiof midepeindent ef any other

2 communication sysem f the sl

3 -(+ The direetion findifg apparatus shaL be effeien#

4 nd eapable of re eeiving elearly pereeptible radio signals and

5 of taki.g bearings_ frfo whieh the true betaring and direetion

6 ft detc. be detenied It shl he eapae of eeeivig signals

7 on the freq.e.eies pr ese.tibed ff distrfess, dir-eeti- faon

8 and radio beaeons by the Generat Radio Regulations annex-e

9 to the International Tele..eenm.llnieatioinf Convention *i foree

10 a i new installations aftefr thie eeetie o date f is rt

11 sueh other freqteneies as the Cofmission may for safet

12 purposes desigiiate7

13 mo

14 "Se , 5. 3 Eery motor lifteboat- required te be

15 equipped with rfai by tfeBty or eenveation toe whieh the

16 United States is a party5 by statute eof by regulation made

17 i eoffenfoart-y with a treaty5 eorventien5 Of statute5 sh

18 he fit i act e'teiffet rad installation underd sfueh rles

19 and regulations as s e Commission may find neeessary te

20 promte the fety of life,

21 "APPTROVALT IF 5NSTAL ATION

22 "Sea.' 357-. - -Insofar as is eees t eay et

23 the purposes and requir nts of tis part, the Comimission

24 shall have authorit<y for any ship su;jeet toe this pat-
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1 "4 To approve the detais as to the l.oe.tie

2 aid mafier of iwstallatfios ef the equitipe4 Feqired

3 by this pft o f e equipmet nteeesseitte by reason ef

4 the pUlposeS a reqrftme ts ef this ar

5 2} To afpproTfee i.stA..ti.s. ap.pa.ratus, ad spar. e

6 parts neeessary to eoply w"i the purposes anfd

7 retirem+ieots ef this pat+

8 (3)- Te preseribe sue additionale equipneit as

9 mnay be determiied to be ineeessary teo spplement that

10 sp.eeifie heeint f^r the pope fi.+etio g oef the radio

11 installatio staed instaleeff rdaree nee ith this part of feof

12 the proper condue t ef radio e.ommnieten ift tie ef

13 efmlergeey of distressc;

14 TRANSMISSIN OF INFEO*TON

15 e"Sr 3i8- -(a)- The master ef e-very ship of the Uited

16 Sfttes equipped wkth radio transmitting para.tus, en ffeet-

17 iug with daingerous .ee. a dangerous dereliet a tropieal

18 stor-m 0* of a-y other- dir-eet daniger to na.4g.tio+., shall eanse

19 t- be +trainsmitted a peftinent information relating thereto,

20 te hips if the eii ad to te appropriate authorities,

21 i* aeeord.ne.e w .ith res ad r.egulatioins issued by the C 'om.-

22 flissioft, which authorities of Le United States shall, whefn

23 .tey consider it neeessar , promptly fbring the hiformation

24 reeeiq-ed by them to the knowledgc ef those conieeid aind

25 foeign a+uthorities interested.
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1 *-q No ehage sa4 be , ina e by f i sotatiion

2 ift the lmobile se-riee eof te $ite Sft tes fo the transmisfi on,

3 _eeeipt, e = relay of the ir-fefi:ati den i .t. -Z afl sub....ie

4 -(aft- e...i..a et to aiP ef the Itked States e eof a fayeigwa

5 eountFy

6 feThe t sLmnissio b '-i-- ship of the Thited States,

7 made in eoepliftmee ta4h sitbseetion (+- to aey sta.tioft

8 whiech kipeses a ehafge fer the reeeptiei e e foretar-

9 ing ef the requifed ifelrMat*ie- shall e free of eof te the

10 ship eoneerned at a.ry eeoifaieaff tia etharges iettf-r4 y:

11 the ship for tansmssie er fo-wdig of the infefr

12 matit ffayt he eertified to the eComissieft fo reimb rsene 't'

1, euta ef meo e -s a ov iae .ted to the efffmiissfion for that

15 ' -(d) N charge sha be made by atny ship er station

16 inf the mobile servee of the ITited $States foe the transtmis-

17 sie: f distress messfages and replies thereto inf eeaeetion

18 with sit.ati.e.rts iftvo.... g the safety f ife and property

19 at sea.

20 . . .. . ..Not.w.4ha any othe. p rS ef lw ay

21 station eo eanier may refder free seir4ee in eonneetion wit

22 situations in-oli4g the stfety ef life and propert+y inelud-

23 ig hydrogfrapkie reports 7 weather reports, repoAts regard-

24 ig aids to *..ti. a .nd meffief al assistance to inftjaec

S. 595-2
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1 e k pefsonis ef ships ad fti-eaft 4 sea-. Al fee ses'.ee

2 pefmtitte dy th+is sseetim shal be sbejeet te saeh F4Aes

3 a-R deugafttiofis as the Gemm.ssion may pfesefibce 4 whielh

4 tales may limit suet free serviee t the e-tet whiek the

5 .e.o.missief; finds de.si:a.ble if the -publie .ifttrest.

6 "A TT-HO1IITY F B ASTER

7 "S 3¥c. 59, Te radio installatieLo t4e opeatoeist , the

8 fegulatiion ef te f s watehes, the taftrsmission aftd reeeeipt

9 of messages, aA the ~fdiae sefviee of the ship eieept as

10 they may be eglated by law ef i..ten-:atio a.greemet.,-

'11 eo by rules a ft4 egulftio"s made ih pupsunsunee theoef., shall

12 in th ease e a h eof the i States be smder the

13 supreme eoeti.el of the .m.ter.

14 SAFFTY eONVENTO N

15 'Ec.3 -(-a- t a0diti ;+ te ady other peovisioni ef

16 lws the Commissio; shll mak e serh ales ad regil . . ie.s

17 d.. . .....iefts-. er fm4ndigags as may appefa te be b eeessai. y

18 to gee egeet to the fadi aid eommtet atiefto prosiins ef

19 the safety ee'oveftion.

20 "(b)-Eae vessel ef the Tfnited States eto whie the

21 safety eo-weoifimo applies shal eeomply with the radio a±*4

22 eommunicationi pro p isiosis of safd eosetioa at at times

23 wie the vesse is iii m set ift addi.eft to, al other .e e-

24= ments ef la-, and haFe oei boafd af appr'jopiate eertifie.ate

25 as pieseiribed by the safety .eeefi eft,'
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1 e)-te e oase f essea et+e T ateselieh

2 is suhjee ftlse to the r'a4io pyevoisiens ef the safety eonver-

3 tieo the Cemmissioin is nfthofLizse aftef poef peetieft+

4 e etenniica of ethe fafets to eeq**est the B&leall ef Marine

5 Taspeetiont atd Na-vMigatof to issuAe to sueie vtessel at, f. lo-

6 pfjiae ee-t-ifeate, c rnia the fadeioe pafietlae s preFi4e

7 fei n saft id eeovetiein VTpen eeeipt of that request, the

8 tBueau eof Marine .speetien ad .. -Nigatien shall is.se the

9 eetifteate i aoeeod there.ith.

10 b4NSPE6T N'I,

11 Se f -3 - kI additioe to any other p *ovsienis - e-

12 qutire te he inteuded in eO i-die station ieense. the station

13 ijeense of eaeh ship of the Ffited States subjeet t this title

14 sha.l incelde p.etieular. s with fefefenee to the items speeifi

15 eaty .feqtti.e. by lthis t:le-

16 fiL{) EFery ship of the Ufited States, subjeet te th.is

17 title-, sia] hav-e the ettiia .ppafatas pfeseribeL

18 thereif+ ateet ftt lft ea tee eaeh yeff h Lte oeflmis-

19 sion. If a,4 tef stteh ispeetion the Commission is satisfid

20 .that rele.ant eprovsi ons od this Aet antd te statio lieense

21 have beeft eomp lie4 wMith- that f aet shat l e ee-iied to 4n

22 the station lieense by the Co+ffiissioen Th Co .missien

23 shall ffmae steh additional inspeetions at feq:ent i.nteralst

24 as may be . .eeessa.y to insue ee empia wtl he requr.e-

25 mrets of ..this Aet..
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1 +-~ - e ~ki' ef '04 the , tited StatTes stbj-ee- to t.his tite

2 be * sed unless there is hae aend d ia ffr-ee a v:id

3 station eense issuaed if aeeodaine e wih this A'e.

4 AGONT- Th B3Y COMMISSION

5 "NS:e g :othiftng is ti tie tle l be intep-eretCd as

6 lessenin ay degee the eeter ef te mi.isi. n ee.r

7 eal mattcrs eonnteete with the adioe equipfmet and its opeta-

8 ief n shipboad atd its deeisio. and d.et..ination i

9 fegaxd te th e defo treqJive eiits, installatons, of e ei PtLiens

10 fomi piresefibed iadi feqtuifemeits shall be fisnal3 subjeet o*ly

11 toe rcviw ifn aeeordanee with law,

12 ccFOFt 'S

13 Lg3e7 36-3 The folrowing feofeittfes shall appy toe this

14 pa4t- ift at&ion to the penalteies as foreitues pfoeied by

5 tAe - ef is Alct:

16 ,_-k~ An-y ship that leaves of attempt-s t leae aniy

17 harbo eof peot 4 the United States i ieltion ef the pfe-

18 ,visions ef 4tis pa, of thfe ftules and fegalaiens ef the Gem-

19 ffmissio made ina pi'.suanee tefe.ef of, e ys ef the

20 United States that is nigated otsie f4 y hai-rebof O-

21 port if violation ef4 any of e pr4o sionf f this ,pait,-

22 the rules anid regations ef the Coemissien ad e l ptw-

23 suanee thereof, shal foefeit to the United States the su..

24 ef W$0 reeoesefale bye4 ef s.it eof libel. Eaeh suehl

25 depaftaurie of &atted p epftdd tuie, and ii the ease f a
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1 ship of the 1;i4te4 States each &da durfing thich slh ftf i-

2 gat4ie oeers shall eon stitiute ,a separate o.eiise;

3 "-(-b)- fri wtillful u O ftailre eo fhe part oef fie aster-

4 ef a ship of the fit-ed Sttes to erc c'fee er coffply with

5 the pro4siesi s of this Aet or the rules a -d 4egalatios ,f

6 the om-iu ssi as to eq 'ipei:tA opefrtors, w.tch-, e1 O

7 .radio seri.ee shalI e. se him to fef4ei-t to the ULited States

8 the sum ef $4Oz."

9 Se~ -14- P-tagftg-raph -(a-+ of seetiu 41a2 of the e-ffm-

10 m ieatious Act of 1934 is hereb-v amcnded by in&sr after

11 the w-ords Xo for nodfi eatie(ns ef ai existiig radio sftate

12 lieense a e.eo.ma and the W-ods eo suse dint a adtie

13 ieeise;L13 operator% r .....,,

14 SnE 4- S'bseetieo -( eof sectioe 402 of the Ge.m-

15 uinications Act ef -134 is bereby -manded pby ading at

16 the end th eref a n.ew pftagrph o reard as follow-s-

17 . -_ -any radio operator whose license hfts been

18 suspended B, the 'eo imissio,

19 . -3. ra.ph -(+ ef seetio 40 eof the oe-

20 .t..ieo ..e.ns Act of 1W4 is hereby amended y inse..ting

21 after the weords i the l1a senteniee pon the a.pliea tiot

22 the wlods4 Lo order.

23 Sze 44; Seetiefln 04 of the Comfeunicatione s A ef

24 -934 is hereby amended to read as follows-:.
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1 fPfR(POAOINS R07 EATh N FTO P JE TTRES

2 , ,"S. -504-. 4 The fofeit .es p rofided ff. it this"

3 4et shal be payfable iaa the Tiefrsaiin eof the TJ4ted States-

4 a ishallt be eeo r-ble iff eiil st he nte of he

5 lFnited States bout it he distet whefe the Cpe-osen o1

6 e'ar4e has its prineipal eeatig o4flee oe ift any distret

7 thagh whieh the ifte eof system ef the earrier rns:

8 Previded That ia thfe ease ef foefeitkur by a shipT sad

9 fe.feiture maty a4so be feeo.e..bl by way of libel in

10 di4.l. ifl whieh sae. hi.p sshall arrio e of det-p Sbh fe.-

11 feitmres shall be tin addition te ay eothe geieial of speeifie

12 penalfttis hefein pro.ided 1 sh-Al be the ty of thie

13 .a.iets .. ist4et attolf.eys , udE the di.eetieo ef the ,torne.-.

14 Geneial ef the United *te4e to pfeseette fef the feeovefy

15 of forfeitnes ttde. this A~et. The es ftid e.sinpefises ef

16 s..eh p..oseeutions sha be paid fl-em 4the appf piaation fo-

17 the e _eses of the eotts ef the United States.

18 " (b)- -The fo"fe-ittes impo.se b. ti.le T. p* t : of

19 this A shall be subjeet to remissio er mtigationf by the

20 ommeission-, upont applieation therefor, uider sueh Lregu-a

21 stioas a-Rd methods f a4seertainii. g the faets as may seem

22 te i4 adisabl a if st: hs been ' stitutedh ae Attoeme

23 Geie.a.4, tpon reqest ef t he Cofe:miission#. shl direet the

24 dise ntiee ane pratseeution e t reeoee steh for4eitr. es:

25 Provided, howeveer, That ne forfeittme shal befl renitted of
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1 mitigted aftr determination bet y at court of competent

2 jurisdiction."

3 SEC. 45 Seetion 604 of the Communications c ef

4 4-94 is hereby amend by adding a the ed thereeof a ew

5 subseeion to retad as folloset

6 fe* Te Ac_ entitled 1A Act to reqire ta-pparatus

7 a-iRdopetors e com nicatio eefti ot ftain eertainL oeea

8 stcanfers', approved June 24-, 4#-90-, as aende4, is repealed.

9 E. 1, Thi;s Act shal takle effect upon apprO.4, pr-

10 ied tha the Commission may defer the application ef a

11 oer any- efp-a Setions 35 toe 356 inelusi-T, for a per.iod

12 not te exeeed sin fmonths aft-er appfrowv in regard to any

13 skp of classes ef ships ef the Ut4ted States whiek are et

14 subject to the provisiens ef the safety eeonentie if i is

15 fu .d tiaraet.ieabl e to obtain the necessary e.quipme-t eP

16 make the required installations7

17 SEe T7, The rerunieations Act oef -134 is hereby

18 further amended by adding at he end thereof the folloewing

19 new sestion:

20 That section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934 is hereby

21 amended by inserting after the words "for the purpose of the

22 national defense" a comma and the words "for the purpose

23 of promoting safety of life and property through the use of

24 wire and radio communication".
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1 SEC. 2. Section 3 of the Communications Act of 1934

2 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof five new

3 subsections to read as follows:

4 "(w) (1) 'Ship' or 'vessel' includes every description

5 of watercraft or other artificial contrivance, except aircraft,

6 used or capable of being used as a means of transportation

7 on water, whether or not it is actually afloat.

8 "(2) A ship shall be considered a passenger ship if it

9 carries or is licensed or certificated to carry more than

10 twelve passengers.

11 "(3) A cargo ship means any ship not a passenger

12 ship.

13 "(4) A passenger is any person carried on board a

14 ship or vessel except (1) the officers and crew actually

15 employed to man and operate the ship, (2) persons em-

16 ployed to carry on the business of the ship, and (3) per-

17 sons on board a ship when they are carried, either because

18 of the obligation laid upon the master to carry shipwrecked,

19 distressed, or other persons in like or similar situations or

20 by reason of any circumstance over which neither the master,

21 the owner, nor the charterer (if any) has control.

22 "(x) 'Auto-alarm' on a foreign ship means an auto-

23 matic alarm receiver which has been approved by the

24 country to which the ship belongs, provided the United States

25 and the country to which the ship belongs are both parties
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1 to the same treaty, convention, or agreement prescribing

2 the requirements for such apparatus. 'Auto-alarm' on a ship

3 of the United States subject to the provisions of part II of

4 title III of this Act means an automatic alarm receiver com-

5 plying with law and approved by the Commission.

6 Nothing in this Act or in any other provision of law shall

7 be construed to require the recognition of an auto-alarm as

8 complying with part II of title III of this Act, on a foreign

9 ship subject to such part, whose country of origin is not a

10 party to a treaty, convention, or agreement with the United

11 States in regard to such apparatus.

12 "(y) (1) For the purpose of part II of title III, a

13 'qualified operator' or 'operator' on a foreign ship means a

14 person holding a certificate as such complying with the pro-

15 visions of the General Radio Regulations annexed to the

16 International Telecommunication Convention in force, or

17 complying with an agreement or treaty between the United

18 States and the country to which the ship belongs.

19 "(2) For the purpose of part II of title III, a 'qualified

20 operator' or 'operator' on a ship of the United States means

21 a person holding a radio operator's license of the proper

22 class, as prescribed and issued by the Commission.

23 "(z) 'Harbor' or 'port' means any place to which ships

24 may resort for shelter or to load or unload passengers or

25 goods, or to obtain fuel, water, or supplies. This term shall
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1 apply to such places whether proclaimed public or not and

2 whether natural or artificial.

3 "(aa) 'Safety convention' means the International Con-

4 vention for the Safety of Life at Sea in force and the regula-

5 tions referred to therein.

6 "SEC. 3. Subsection (k) of section 4 of the Communi-

7 cations Act of 1934 is hereby amended by substituting a

8 colon for the period at the end of the subsection and adding

9 the following: 'Provided further, That each year, at the

10 'beginning of the session -of the Congress, the Commission

11 shall report to the Congress whether or not any new wire or

12 radio communication legislation is required better to insure

13 safety of life and property. If any such new legislation is

14 considered necessary the Commission shall make specific

15 recommendations thereof to the Congress.'"

16 SEC. 4. Section 4 of the Communications Act of 1934

17 is amended by adding at the end thereof a new subsection

18 to read as follows:

19 "(o) For the purpose of obtaining maximum effective-

20 ness from the use of radio and wire communications in con-

21 nection with safety of life and property, the Commission

22 shall investigate and study all phases of the problem and the

23 best methods of obtaining the cooperation and coordination

24 of these systems."
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1 SEG. 5. Paragraph (m) of section 303 of the Com-

2 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amended to read as fol-

lows:

4 "(m) (1) Have authority to suspend the license of

5 any operator upon proof sufficient to satisfy the Commission

6 that the licensee-

7 "(A) has violated any provision of any Act,

8 treaty, or convention binding on the United States, which

9 the Commission is authorized to administer, or any

10 regulation made by the Commission under any such

11 Act, treaty, or convention; or

12 "(B) has failed to carry out a lawful order of the

13 master or person lawfully in charge of the ship or air-

14 craft on which he is employed; or

15 "(C) has willfully damaged or permitted radio

16 apparatus or installations to be damaged; or

17 "(D) has transmitted superfluous radio com-

18 munications or signals or communications containing

19 profane or obscene words, language, or meaning, or

20 has knowingly transmitted-

21 "(1) false or deceptive signals or communications,

22 or

23 "(2) a call signal or letter which has not been

24 assigned by proper authority to the station he is

25 operating; or
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1 "(E) has willfully or maliciously interfered with

2 any other radio communications or signals; or

3 "(F) has obtained or attempted to obtain, or has

4 assisted another to obtain or attempt to obtain, an op-

5 erator's license by fraudulent means.

6 "(2) No order of suspension of any operator's license

7 shall take effect until fifteen days' notice in writing thereof,

8 stating the cause for the proposed suspension, has been given

9 to the operator licensee who may make written application

10 to the Commission at any time within said fifteen days for

11 a hearing upon such order. The notice to the operator

12 licensee shall not be effective until actually received by

13 him, and from that time he shall have fifteen days in which

14 to mail the said application. In the event that physical

15 conditions prevent mailing of the application at the ex-

16 piration of the fifteen-day period, the application shall then

17 be mailed as soon as possible thereafter, accompanied by a

18 satisfactory explanation of the delay. Upon receipt by the

19 Commission of such application for hearing, said order of

20 suspension shall be held in abeyance until the conclusion

21 of the hearing which shall be conducted under such rules

22 as the Commission may prescribe. Upon the conclusion of

23 said hearing the Commission may affirm, modify, or revoke

24 said order of suspension."
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1 SEC. 6. (a) Subsection (n) of section 303 of the Corm-

2 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amended to read as

3 follows:

4 "(n) Have authority to inspect all radio installations

5 associated with stations required to be licensed by any Act

6 or which are subject to the provisions of any Act, treaty,

7 or convention binding on the United States, to ascertain

8 whether in construction, installation, and operation they con-

9 form to the requirements of the rules and regulations of the

10 Commission, the provisions of any Act, the terms of any

11 treaty or convention binding on the United States, and the

12 conditions of the license or other instrument of authorization

13 under which they are constructed, installed, or operated."

14 (b) Section 303 of the Communications Act of 1934 is

15 hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof a new

16 subsection to read as follows:

17 "(r) Make such rules and regulations and prescribe

18 such restrictions and conditions, not inconsistent with law,

19 as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act,

20 or any international radio or wire communications treaty

21 or convention, or regulations annexed thereto, including any

22 treaty or convention insofar as it relates to the use of radio,

23 to which the United States is or may hereafter become a

24 party."
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1 SEc. 7. Section 321 (a) of the Communications Act of

2 1934 is hereby amended to read as follows:

3 "SEC. 321. (a) The transmitting set in a radio station

4 on shipboard may be adjusted in such a manner as to produce

5 a maximum of radiation, irrespective of the amount of inter-

6 ference which may thus be caused, when such station is

7 sending radio communications or signals of distress and radio

8 communications relating thereto."

9 SEC. 8. Section 322 of the Communications Act of

10 1934 is hereby amended to read as follows:

11 "SEC. 322. Every land station open to general public

12 service between the coast and vessels or aircraft at sea shall,

13 within the scope of its normal operations, be bound to ex-

14 change radio communications or signals with any ship or

15 aircraft station at sea; and each station on shipboard or air.

16 craft at sea shall, within the scope of its normal operations,

17 be bound to exchange radio communications or signals with

18 any other station on shipboard or aircraft at sea or with any

19 land station open to general public service between the coast

20 and vessels or aircraft at sea: Provided, That such exchange

21 of radio communication shall be without distinction as to

22 radio systems or instruments adopted by each station."

23 SEC. 9. Section 329 of the Communications Act of

24 1934 is hereby amended to read as follows:
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1 "SEC. 329. The Commission is authorized to designate

2 any officer or employee of any other department of the

3 Government on duty in any Territory or possession of the

4 United States to render therein such service in connection

5 with the administration of this Act as the Commission may

6 prescribe and also to designate any officer or employee of

7 any other department of the Government to render such

8 services at any place within the United States in con-

9 nection with the administration of title III of this Act as

10 may be necessary: Provided, That such designation shall

11 be approved by the head of the department in which such

12 person is employed."

13 SEC. 10. (a) The heading of title III of the Communi-

14 cations Act of 1934 is hereby amended to read as follows:

15 "TITLE III-PROVISIONS RELATING TO RADIO

16 "PART I-GENERAL PROVISIONS

17 (b) Such title III is further amended by adding at the

18 end thereof a new part as follows:

19 "PART II-RADIO EQUIPMENT AND RADIO OPERATORS

20 ON BOARD SHIP

21 "SHIP RADIO INSTALLATIONS AND OPERATIONS

22 "SEC. 351. Except as provided in section 352 hereof, it

23 shall be unlawful-

24 "(a) For any ship of the United States, other than a

25 cargo ship of less than sixteen hundred gross tons, to be
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1 navigated in the open sea outside of a harbor or port, or

2 for any ship of the United States or any foreign country,

3 other than a cargo ship of less than sixteen hundred gross

4 tons, to leave or attempt to leave any harbor or port of the

5 United States for a voyage in the open sea, unless such ship

6 is equipped with an efficient radio installation in operating

7 condition, in charge of and operated by a qualified operator

8 or operators, adequately installed and protected so as to

9 insure proper operation, and so as not to endanger the ship

10 and radio installation, as hereinafter provided, and in the

11 case of a ship of the United States, unless there is on board

12 a valid station license issued in accordance with this Act;

13 "(b) For any passenger ship of the United States of

14 five thousand gross tons, or over, to be navigated outside of

15 a harbor or port, in the open sea, or for any such ship of the

16 United States or any foreign country to leave or attempt

17 to leave any harbor or port of the United States for a voyage

18 in the open sea, unless such ship is equipped with an efficient

19 radio direction finder apparatus (radio compass) properly

20 adjusted in operating condition as hereinafter provided, which

21 apparatus is approved by the Commission;

22 "(c) A ship which is not subject to the provisions of

23 this part at the time of its departure on a voyage shall not

24 become subject to such provisions on account of any devia-

25 tion from its intended voyage due to stress of weather or any
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1 other cause over which neither the master, the owner, nor

2 the charterer (if any) has control.

0 "EXCEPTIONS

4 "SEC. 352. (a) The provisions of this part shall not

5 apply to-

6 "(1) A ship of war;

7 "(2) A ship of the United States belonging to and

8 operated by the Government, except a ship of the United

9 States Maritime Commission, the Inland -and Coastwise

10 Waterways Service, or the Panama Railroad Company;

1i1 "(3) A foreign ship belonging to a country which

12 is a party to the Safety Convention and which ship

1.3 carries a valid certificate exempting said ship from the

14 radio provisions of that Convention, or which ship con-

15 forms to the radio requirements of such Convention or

16 Regulation.s and has on board a valid certificate to that

1-7 effeect.

18 "(b) The Commission may, if it considers that the

19 route or the conditions of the voyage or other circumstances

20 are such as to render a radio installation unreasonable or

21 unnecessary for the purposes of this part, exempt from the

22 provisions of this part any ship, or any class of ships, which

23 falls within any of the following descriptions:

24 "(1) Passenger ships which in the course of their

25 voyage do not go more than twenty nautical miles from

S. 595-3
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1 the nearest land or more than two hundred nautical

2 miles between two consecutive ports;

3 "(2) Cargo ships which in the course of their

4 voyage do not go more than one hundred and fifty

5 nautical miles from the nearest land;

6 "(3) Barges in tow;

7 "(4) Sailing ships.

8 "OPERATORS, WATCHES, AUTO-ALARM

9 "SEC}. 353. (a) Each cargo ship required by this part

10 to be fitted with a radio installation and which is not fitted

11 with an auto-alarm,, and each passenger ship required by

12 this part to be fitted with a radio installation, shall, for safety

13 purposes, carry at least two qualified operators.

14 "(b) A cargo ship, required by this part to be fitted

15 with a radio installation, which is fitted with an auto-alarnT

16 in accordance with this title, shall, for safety purposes, carry

17 at least one qualified operator who shall have had at least

18 six months' previous service in the aggregate as a qualified

19 operator in a station on board a ship or ships of the United

20 States.

21 "(c) Each ship of the United States required by this

22 part to be fitted with a radio installation shall, while being

23 navigated outside a harbor or port, keep a continuous watch

24 by means of qualified operators: Provided, however, That

25 in lieu thereof on a cargo ship fitted with an auto-alarm in
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1 proper operating condition, a watch of at least eight hours

2 per day, in the aggregate, shall be maintained by means of

3 a qualified operator.

4 "(d) The Commission shall, when it finds it necessary

5 for safety purposes, have authority to prescribe the partic-

6 ular hours of watch on a ship of the United States required

7 by this part to be fitted with a radio installation.

8 "(e) On all ships of the United States fitted with an

9 auto-alarm, said apparatus shall be in operation at all times

10 while the ship is being navigated outside of a harbor or port

11 when the operator is not on watch.

12 ("TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

13 "SEC. 354. The radio installation and the radio direc-

14 tion-finding apparatus required by section 351 of this part

15 shall comply with the following requirements:

16 "(a) The radio installation shall comprise a main and

17 an emergency or reserve installation: Provided, however,

18 That on a cargo ship, if the main installation complies also

19 with all the requirements of an emergency or reserve in-

20 stallation, the emergency or reserve installation may be

21 omitted.

22 "(b) The ship's radio operating room and the emer-

23 gency or reserve installation shall be placed in the upper

24 part of the ship in a position of the greatest possible safety

25 and as high as practicable above the deepest load water
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1 line, and the location of such room or rooms shall be ap-

2 proved by the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation,

3 Department of Commerce.

4 "(c) The main and emergency or reserve installations

5 shall be capable of transmitting and receiving on the fre-

6 quencies and types of waves designated by the Commission

7 pursuant to law for the purpose of distress and safety of

8 navigation.

9 "(d) The main installation shall have a normal trans-

10 mitting and receiving range of at least two hundred nautical

11 miles, that is to say, it must be capable of transmitting and

12 receiving clearly perceptible signals from ship to ship over

13 a range of at least two hundred nautical miles by day under

14 normal conditions and circumstances.

15 "(e) Sufficient power shall be available at all times to

16 operate the main radio installation efficiently under normal

17 conditions over the range specified in subsection (d) of this

18 section.

19 "(f) The emergency or reserve installation shall in-

20 elude a source of energy independent of the propelling power

21 of the ship and of any other electrical system and shall be

22 capable of being put into operation rapidly and of work-

23 ing for at least six continuous hours. For the emergency.

24 or reserve installation, the normal range as defined in sub-.



37

1 section (d) of this section shall be at least one hundred

2 nautical miles.

3 "(g) There shall be provided between the bridge of

4 the ship and the radio room, and between the bridge and

5 the location of the direction finding apparatus, when the

6 direction filding apparatus is not located on the bridge, an

7 efficient means of communication independent of any other

8 communication system of the ship.

9. "(h) The direction finding apparatus shall be efficient

10 and capable of receiving clearly perceptible radio signals and

11 of taking bearings from which the true bearing and direction

12 may be determined. It shall be capable of receiving signals

13 on the frequencies prescribed for distress, direction finding,:

14 and radio beacons by the General Radio Regulations annexed

15 to the International Teleconnmmunication Convention in force

16 and in new installations after the effective date of this part,

17 such other frequencies as the. Commission may for safety

18 purposes designate.

19. LIFEBOATS

20 "SEC. 355. Every motor lifeboat, required to be

21 'equipped with radio by treaty or convention to which the'

22 United States is a party, by statute, or by regulation made

23 in conformity with a treaty, convention, or statute, shall

24 be fitted with an efficient radio installation under such rules

25 and regulations as the Commission may find necessary te-

26 promote the safety of life.
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1 '"APPROVAL OF INSTALLATIONS

2 "SEC. 356. (a). Insofar as is necessary to carry out

3 the purposes and requirements of this part, the Commission

4 shall have authority, for any ship subject to this part-

5 "(1) To approve the details as to the location

6 and manner of installations of the equipment required

7 by this part or of equipment necessitated by reason of

8 the purposes and requirements of this part.

9 "(2) To approve installations, apparatus, and spare

10 parts necessary to comply with the purposes and

11 requirements of this part.

12 "(3) To prescribe such additional equipment as

13 may be determined to be necessary to supplement that

14 specified herein, for the proper functioning of the radio

15 installation installed in accordance with this part or for

16 the proper conduct of radio communication in time of

17 emergency or distress.

18 "TRANSMISSION OF INFORMATION

19 "SEC. 357. (a) The master of every ship of the United

20 States equipped with radio transmitting apparatus, on meet-

21 ing with dangerous ice, a dangerous derelict, a tropical

22 storm, or any other direct danger to navigation, shall cause

23 to be transmitted all pertinent information relating thereto,

24 to ships in the vicinity and to the appropriate authorities,

25 in accordance with rules and regulation7s issued by the Corn-
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1 mission, which authorities of the United States shall, when

2 they consider it necessary, promptly bring the information

3 received by them to the knowledge of those concerned and

4 foreign authorities interested.

5 "(b) No charge shall be made by any ship or station

6 in the mobile service of the United States for the transmission,

7 receipt, or relay of the information designated in subsection

8 (a) originating on a ship of the United States or of a foreign

9 country.

10 "(c) The transmission by any ship of the United

11 States, made in compliance with subsection (a), to any

12 station which imposes a charge for the reception, relay,

13 or forwarding of the required information, shall be free of

14 cost to the ship concerned and any communication charges

15 incurred by the ship for transmission, relay, or forwarding

16 of the information may be certified to the Commission for

17 reimbursement out of moneys appropriated to the Com-

18 mission for that purpose.

19 "(d) No charge shall be made by any ship or station

20 in the mobile service of the United States for the transmis-

21 sion of distress messages and replies thereto in connection

22 with situations involving the safety of life and property

23 at sea.

24 "(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any

25 station or carrier may reorder free service in connection with
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1 situations involving the safety of life and property, includ-

2 jig hydrographic reports, weather reports, reports regard-

3 ing aids to navigation and medical assistance to injured

4 or sick persons on ships and aircraft at sea. All free service

5 permitted by this subsection shall be subject to such rules

6 and regulations as the Commission may prescribe, which

7 rules may limit such free service to the extent which the

8 Commission finds desirable in the public interest.

9 "AUTHORITY OF MASTER

10 "SEc. 358. The radio installation, the operators, the

11 regulation of their watches, the transmission and receipt

12 of messages, and the radio service of the ship except as

13 they may be regulated by law or international agreement,

14 or by rdules and regulations made in pursuance thereof, shall

15 inl the case of a ship of the Unlited States be under the

16 sleupreme control of the master.

17 "CERTIFICATES

18 "SEC. 359. (a) Each vessel of the United States to

19 which the safety convention applies shall comply with the

20 radio and communication provisions of said convention at all

21 times while the vessel is in use, in addition to all other

22 requirements of law, and have on board an appropriate

23 certificate as prescribed by the safety convention.

24 "(b) Appropriate certificates concerning the radio par-

25 ticulars provided for in said convention shall be issued to
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1 any vessel of the United States which is subject to the radio

2 provisions of the safety convention and is found by the

3 Commission to comply therewith. Such certificates shall

4 be issued by the Department of Commerce, or whatever

5 other agency is authorized by law so to do, upon request

6 of the Commission made after proper inspection' or deter-

7 mination of the facts. If the holder of such certificate

8 violates the provisions of the safety convention, or of this

9 Act, or the rules, regulations, or conditions prescribed by

10 the Commission, and if the effective administration of the

11 safety convention or of this part so requires, the Commission,

12 after hearing in accordance with law, is authorized to request

13 the modification or cancelation of such certificate. Upon

14 receipt of such request the Department of Commerce, or

15 whatever other agency is authorized by law to do so, shall

16 modify or cancel the certificate in accord therewith. The,

17 Commiission is authorized to issue, modify, or cancel such

18 certificates in the event that no other agency is authorized

19 to do so.

20 "INSPECT'IONS

21 "SEC. 360. (a) In addition to any other provisions

22 required to be included in a radio station license, the station

23 license of each ship of the United States subject to this title

24 shall include particulars with reference to the items specifi-

25 cally required by this title.
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1 "(b) Every ship of the United States, subject to this

2 part, shall have the equipment and apparatus prescribed

3 therein, inspected at least once each year by the Commis-

4 sion. If, after such inspection, the Commission is satisfied

5 that all relevant provisions of this.Act and the station license

6 :have been complied with, that fact shall be certified to on

7 the station license by the Commission. The Commission

8 shall make such additional inspections at frequent intervals

9 as may be necessary to insure compliance with the require-

10 ments of this Act.

11 "CONTROL BY COMMISSION

12 "SEC. 361. Nothing in this title shall be interpreted as

13 lessening in any degree the control of the Commission over

14 all matters connected with the radio equipment and its opera-

15 tion on shipboard and its decision and determination in

16 regard to the radio requirements, installations, or exemptions

17 from prescribed radio requirements shall be final, subject

18 only to review in accordance with law.

19 "FORFEITURES

20 "SEC. 362. The following forfeitures shall apply to this

21 part, in addition to the penalties and forfeitures provided by

22 title V of this Act:

23 "(a) Any ship that leaves or attempts to leave any

24 harbor or port of the United States in violation of the pro-

25 visions of this part, or the rules and regulations of the Com-
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1 mission made in pursuance thereof, or any ship of the

2 United States that is navigated outside of any harbor or

3 port in violation of any of the provisions of this part, or

4 the rules and regulations of the Commission made in pur-

5 suance thereof, shall forfeit to the United States the sum

6 of $500, recoverable by way of suit or libel. Each such

7 departure or attempted departure, and in the case of a

8 ship of the United States each day during which such navi-

9 gation occurs shall constitute a separate offense.

10 "(b) Every willful failure on the part of the master

11 of a ship of the United States to enforce or to comply with

12 the provisions of this Act or the rules and regulations of

13 the Commission as to equipment, operators, watches, or

14 radio service shall cause him to forfeit to the United States

15 the sum of $100."

16 SEC. 11. Paragraph (a) of section 402 of the Com-

17 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amended by inserting after

18 the words "or for modifications of an existing radio station

19 license" a comma and the words "or suspending a radio

20 operator's license".

21 SEC. 12. Subsection (b) of section 402 of the Com-

22 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amended by adding at

23 the end thereof a new paragraph to read as follows:

24 "(3) By any radio operator whose license has been

25 suspended by the Commission."
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1 SEC. 13. Paragraph (c) of section 402 of the Corn-

2 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amerded by irnserti'niqj

3 after the words in the last sentence "upon the application"

4 the words "or order".

5 SEC. 14. Section 504 of the Communications Act of

6 1934 is hereby amended to read as follows:

7 "PROVISIONS RELATING TO FORFEITURES

8 "SEC. 504 (a) The forfeitures provided for in'l this

9 Act shall be payable into the Treasury of the United States,

10 and shall be recoverable in a civil suit in the 'name of the

11 United States brought in the district where the person or

12 carrier has its principal operating office or in any district:

13 through which the line or system of the carrier runs':

14 Provided, That in the case of forfeiture by a ship, said

15 forfeiture may also be recoverable by way of libel in any

16 district in which such ship shall arrive or depart. Such fo)r

17 feitures shall be in addition to any other general or specific

18 penalties herein provided. It shall be the duty of the.

19 various district attorneys, under the direction of the Attorney

20 General of the United States, to prosecute for the recovery

21 of forfeitures under this Act. The costs and expenses of

22 such prosecutions shall be paid from the appropriation for

23 the expenses of the courts of the United States.

24 "(b) The forfeitures imposed by title IlI, part II o-f

25 this Act shall be subject to remission or mitigation by the
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1 Commission, upon application therefor, under such regula-

2 tions and methods of ascertaining the facts as may seem

3 to it advisable, and, if suit has been instituted, the Attorney

4 General, upon request of the Commission, shall direct the

5 discontinuance of any prosecution to recover such forfeitures:

6 Provided, however, That no forfeiture shall be remitted or

7 mitigated after determination by a court of competent

8 jurisdiction."

9 SEC. 15. Section 602 of the Communications Act of

10 1934 is hereby amerred by adding at the end thereof a new

11 subsection to read as follows:

12 "(e) Such part or parts of the Act entitled "An Act to

13 require apparatus and operators for radio communication on

14 certain ocean steamers", approved June 24, 1910, as

15 amended, as relate to the ocean and to steamers navigating

16 thereon, are hereby repealed. In all other respects said Act

17 shall continue in full force and effect. The Commission is

18 requested and directed to make a special study of the radio

19 requirements necessary or desirable for safety purposes for

20 ships navigating the Great Lakes and the inland waters of

21 the United States, and to report its recommendations, and

22 the reasons therefor, to the Congress not later than December

23 31, 1939."
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1 SEC. 16. This Act shall take effect upon approval, pro-

2 vided that the Commission may defer the application of all

3 or any part of sections 351 to 355, inclusive, for a period

4 not to exceed six months after approval, in regard to any

5 ship or classes of ships of the United States which are not

6 subject to the provisions of the safety convention, if it is

7 found impracticable to obtain the necessary equipment or

8 make the required installations.
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A BILL
To amend the Communications Act of 1934, approved June 19,

1934, for the purpose of promoting safety of life and prop-

erty at sea through the use of wire and radio communications,

to make more effective the Internatioinal Convention for

the Safety of Life at Sea, 1929, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tires of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934 is hereby

4 amended by inserting after the words "for the purpose of the

5 national defense" a comma and the words "for the purpose

6 of promoting safety of life and property through the use

7 of wire and radio communication".
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1. SEC. 2. Section 3 of the Communications Act of 1934

2 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof five new

3 subsections to read as follows.:

4 "(w) (1) 'Ship' or 'vessel' includes every description

5 of watercraft or other artificial contrivance, except aircraft,

6 used or capable of being used as a means of transportation

7 on water, whether or not she is actually afloat.

8 "(2) A ship shall be considered a passenger ship if it

9 carries or is authorized to carry more than twelve passengers.

10 "(3) A cargo ship means any ship not a passenger

11 ship.

12 "(4) A passenger is any person carried on board a

13 ship except the officers and crew actually employed to man

14 and operate the ship. Persons on board a ship shall not be

15 considered passengers when they are carried either because

16 of the obligation laid upon the master to carry shipwrecked,

17 distressed, or other persons or by reason of any circumstance

18 over which neither the master, the owner, nor the charterer

19 (if any) has control.

20 "(x) 'Auto-alarm' on a foreign ship means an auto-

21 matic alarm receiver which has been approved by the

22 country to which the ship belongs: Provided, That th( United

23 States and the country in question are both parties to the same

24 treaty, convention, or agreement in regard to the require-

25 ments for such apparatus. 'Auto-alarm' on a ship of the
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1 United States subject to the provisions of part II of title

2 III of this Act means an automatic alarm receiver approved

3 by the Commission and which complies with at least the

4 requirements of the General Radio Regulations Annexed

5 to the International Telecommunication Convention in force.

6 Nothing in this Act or in any other provision of law shall

7 be construed to permit the recognition of an auto-alarm as

8 complying with part II of title III of this Act, on a foreign

9 ship subject to such part, whose country of origin is not a

10 party to a treaty, convention, or agreement with the United

11 States in regard to such apparatus.

12 "(y) (1) For the purpose of part 11 of title III, a

13 'qualified operator' or 'operator' on a foreign ship means a

14 person holding a certificate as such complying with the pro-

15 visions of the General Radio Regulations annexed to the

16 International Telecommunication Convention in force, or

17 complying with an agreement or treaty between the United

18 States and the country to which the ship belongs.

19 " (2) For the purpose of part II of title III, a 'qualified

20 operator' or 'operator' on a ship of the United States means

21 a person holding a radio operator's license of the proper

22 class, as prescribed and issued by the Commission.

23 "(z) 'Harbor' or 'port' means any place to which ships

24 may resort for shelter or to load or unload passengers or

25 goods, or to obtain fuel, water, or supplies. This term shall
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1 apply to such places whether proclaimed public or not and

2 whether natural or artificial.

!'O "( (aa) 'Safety convention' means the International Con-

4 vention for the Safety of Life at Sea in force and the regula-

5 tions referred to therein.

6 "SEc. 3. Subsection (k) of section 4 of the Communi-

7 cations Act of 1934 is hereby amended by substituting a

S colon for the period at the end of the subsection and adding

9 the following: 'Provided further, That each year, at the

10 beginning of the session of the Congress, the Commission

11 shall report to the Senate and the House of Representatives

.12 of the United States whether or not any new wire or radio

13 communication legislation is required better to insure safety

14 of life and property. If any new legislation is necessary the

15 Commission shall prepare and submit it to the Congress.'"

16 SEC. 4. Section 4 of the Communications Act of 1934

17 is amended by adding at the end thereof a new subsection

18 to read as follows:

19 "(o) For the purpose of obtaining maximum effective-

20 ness from the use of radio and wire communications in con-

21 nection with safety of life and property, the Commission

22 shall investigate and study all phases of the problem and the

23 best methods of obtaining the cooperation and coordination

24 of these systems. The Commission shall, by proper rules

25 and regulations or by conditions incorporated in the authori-
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1 zation or license, prescribe, in addition to all other require-

2 ments, the conditions and procedure to be observed, in har-

3 mony with the law, in communications involving safety of

4 life and property."

5 S'ic. 5. Paragraph (m) of section 303 of the Com-

6 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amended to read as fol-

7 lows:

8 "(m) (1) Have authority to suspend the license of

9 any operator upon proof sufficient to satisfy the Commission

1.0 that the licensee-

11 "(A) has violated any provision of aany Act,

.12 treaty, or convention binding on the United States, which

13 the Commission is authorized to administer, or any

14 regulation made by the Commission under, any such.

15 Act, treaty, or convention; or

16 "(B) has failed to carry out a lawful order of the

17 master of the ship on which he is employed or of the

1.8 person in command of the aircraft on which he is

1.9 employed; or

20 "(C) has willfully damaged or permitted radio

21. apparatus or installations to be damaged; or

22 " (D) has transmitted superfluous radio com-

23 lmunications or signals or communications containing

24 profane or obscene words, language, or meaning, or

25 has knowingly transmitted-
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1 "(1) false or deceptive signals or communications,

2 or

3 "(2) a call signal or letter which has not been

4 assigned by proper authority to the station he is

5 operating; or

6 "(E) has willfully or maliciously interfered with

7 any other radio communications or signals; or

8 "(F) has obtained or attempted to obtain, or

9 has assisted another to obtain or attempt'to obtain, an

10 operator's license by fraudulent means.

-1' "(2) No order of suspension of any operator's license

12 shall take effect until fifteen days' notice in writing thereof,

13 stating the cause for the proposed suspension, has been

14 given to the operator licensee who may make written appli-

15 cation to the Commission at any time within said fifteen

16 days for a hearing upon such order. The notice to the

17 operator licensee shall not be effective until actually received

18 by him, and from that time he shall have fifteen days in

19 which to mail the said application. In tile event that

20 physical conditions prevent mailing of the application at

21 the expiration of the fifteen-day period, the application

22 shall then be mailed as soon as possible thereafter, accom-

23 panied by a satisfactory explanation of the delay. Upon

24 receipt by the Commission of such application for hearing,

25 said order of suspension shall be held in abeyance until the
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1 conclusion of the hearing which shall bce conducted under

2 such rules as the Commission may prescribe. Upon the

3 conclusion of said hearing the Commission may affirm,

4 modify, or revoke said order of suspension."

5 SEC. 6. Subsection (n) of section 303 of the Com-

6 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amended to read as

7 follows:

8 "(n) IHave authority to inspect all radio installations

9 associated with stations required to be licensed by any Act

10 or which are subject to the provisions of any Act, treaty,

11 or convention binding on the United States, to ascertain

12 whether in construction, installation, and operation they con-

13 form to the requirements of the rules and regulations of the

14 Commission, the provisions of any Act, the terms of any

15 treaty or convention binding on the United States, and the

16 conditions of the license or other instrument of authorization

17 under which they are constructed, installed, or operated."

18 Slcw. 7. Section 321 (a) of the Comrllmiications Act of

19 1934 is lhereby amended to iead as follows:

20 "SiEc. 321. (a) Th'lle transmitting set in a radio station

21 on shipboard may be adjusted in such a manner as to produce

22 a maximum of radiation, irrespective of the amount of inter-

23 ference which may thus be caused, when such station is

24 sending radio communications or signals of distress and radio

25 communications relating therito."
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1 SEc. 8. Section 322 of the Communications Act of

2 1934 is hereby amended to read as follows:

3 "SiEC. 322. Every land station open to general public

4 service between the coast and vessels or aircraft at sea shall,

5 within the scope of its normal operations, be bound to ex-

6 change radio communications or signals with any ship or

7 aircraft station at sea; and each station on shipboard or air-

8 craft at sea shall, within the scope of its normal operations,

9 be bound to exchange radio communications or signals with

10 any other station on shipboard or aircraft at sea or with any

11 land station open to general public service between the coast

12 and vessels or aircraft at sea: Provided, That such exchange

13 of radio communication shall be without distinction as to

14 radio systems or instruments adopted by each station."

15 SEc. 9. Section 329 of the Communications Act of

16 1934 is hereby amended to read as follows:

17 "SEC. 329. The Commission is authorized to designate

18 any officer or employee of any other department of the

19 Government on duty in any Territory or possession of the

20 United States to render therein such service in connection

21 with the administration of this Act as the Commission may

22 prescribe and also to designate any officer or employee of

23 any other department of the Government to render such

24 services at any place within the United States in con-

25 nection wmith the administration of title III of this Act as
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1 may be necessary: Provided, That such designation shall

2 be approved by the head of the department in which such

3 person is employed."

4 SEc. 10. (a) The heading of title III of the Con-lnuni-

5 cations Act of 1934 is hereby amended to read as follows:

6 "TITLE III-PROVISIONS RELATING TO RADIO

7 "PART I-SPECIAL PROVISIONS"

8 (b) Such title III is further amended by adding at the

9 end thereof a new part as follows:

10 "PARIT II-RADIO EQUIPMENT AND RADIO OPERATORS

11 ON BOARD SHIP

12 "PURPOSE

13 "SEC. 351. It is the purpose of this part to promote

14 safety of life and property at sea through the use of radio.

15 "SIHP RADIO INSTALLATIONS AND OPERATIONS

16 "SEC. 352. Except as provided in section 353 hereof, it

17 shall be unlawful-

18 " (a) For any ship of the United States, other than a

19 cargo ship of less than sixteen hundred gross tons, to be

20 navigated in the open sea or on the Great Lakes outside of

21 a harbor or port, or for any ship of the United States or any

22 foreign country, other than a cargo ship of less than sixteen

23 hundred gross tons, to leave or attempt to leave any harbor

24 or port of the United States for a voyage in the open sea

25 or on the Great Lakes, unless such ship is equipped with
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1 an efficient radio installation in operating condition, in charge

2 of and operated by a qualified operator or operators, ade-

3 quately installed and protected so as to insure proper opera-

4 tion, and so as not to endanger the ship and radio installation,

5 as hereinafter provided;

6 " (b) For any passenger ship of the United States of

7 five thousand gross tons, or over, to be navigated outside of

8 a harbor or port, in the open sea or on the Great Lakes, or

9 for any such ship of the United States or any foreign country

10 to leave or attempt to leave any harbor or port of the United

11 States for a voyage in the open sea or on the Great Lakes,

12 unless such ship is equipped with an efficient radio direction

13 finder apparatus (radio compass) properly adjusted in oper-

14 ating condition as hereinafter provided, which apparatus is

15 approved by the Commission;

16 "(c) In special cases, where the Commission considers

17 that the route or conditions of the voyage make it reason-

18 able or necessary, the above requirements may be applied

19 to a vessel elngaged on inland voyages.

20 " (d) A ship which is not subject to the provisions of

21 this part at the time of its departure on a voyage shall not

22 become subject to such provisions on account of any devia-

23 tion from its intended voyage due to stress of weather or any

24 other cause over which neither the master, the owner, nor

25 the charterer (if any) has control.
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1 "EXCEPTIONS

2 "SEC. 353. (a) The provisions of this part shall not

3 apply to-

4 "(1) A ship of war;

5 "(2) A ship of the United States belonging to

6 and operated by the Government, except a ship of the

7 United States Maritime Commission, the Inland and

8 Coastwise Waterways Service, or the Panama Railroad

9 Company.

10 "(3) A foreign ship. belonging to a country which

11 is a party to the Safety Convention and which ship

12 carries a valid certificate exempting said ship from 'the

13 radio provisions of that Convention, or which ship con-

14 forms to the radio requirements of such Convention or

15 Regulations and has on board a valid certificate to that

16 effect.

17 "(b) The Commission may, if it considers that the

1.8 route or the conditions of the voyage are such as to render

19 a radio installation unreasonable or unnecessary for the pur-

20 poses of this part, exempt from the provisions of this part

21 any ship, or any class of ships, which falls within any

22 of the following descriptions:

23 "(1) Passenger ships which in the course of their

24 voyage do not go more than twenty nautical miles from
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1 the nearest land or more than two hundred nautical

2 miles between two consecutive ports;

3 "(2) Cargo ships which in the course of their

4 voyage do not go more than one hundred and fifty

5 nautical miles from the nearest land;

6 "(3) Barges in tow;

7 "(4) Sailing ships.

8 "OPERATORS, WATCHES, AUTO-ALARM

9 "SEC. 354. (a) Each cargo ship required by this part

10 to be fitted with a radio. installation and which is not fitted

11 with an auto-alarm, and each passenger ship required by

12 this part to be fitted with a radio installation, shall, for safety

13 purposes, carry at least two qualified operators, and, where

14 the hours out of port exceed forty-eight, at least three

15 qualified operators shall be provided.

16 "(b) A cargo ship, required by this part to be fitted

17 with a radio installation, which is fitted with an auto-alarm

18 in accordance with this title, shall, for safety purposes, carry

19 at least one qualified operator.

20 "(c) Each ship of the United States required by this

21 part to be fitted with a radio installation shall, while being

22 navigated outside a harbor or port, keep a continuous watch

23 by means of qualified operators: Provided, however, That

24 in lieu thereof on a cargo ship fitted with an auto-alarm in

25 proper operating condition, a watch of at least eight hours
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1 per day, in the aggregate, shall be maintained by means of

2 a qualified operator.

3 "(d) The Commission shall, for safety purposes, have

4 authority to prescribe the particular hours of watch on a ship

5 of the United States required by this part to be fitted with

(6 a radio installation.

7 " (e) On all ships of the United States fitted with an

8 auto-alarm, said apparatus shall be in operation at all times

9 while the ship is being navigated outside of a harbor or port

10 when the operator is not on watch.

11 "TECI-INICAL REQUIREMENTS

12 "SEC. 355. The radio installation and the radio .direc-

13 tion-finding apparatus required by section 352 of this part

14 shall comply with the following requirements:

15 "(a) The radio installation shall comprise a main and

16 an emergency or reserve installation: Provided, however,

17 That on a cargo ship, if the main installation. complies also

1.8 with all the requirements of an emergency or reserve installa-

19 tion, the emergency or reserve installation may be omitted.

20 "(b) The ship's radio operating room and the emer-

21 gency or reserve installation shall be placed in the upper

22 part of the ship in a position of the greatest possible safety

23 and as high as practicable above the deepest load water line.

24 "(c) The main and emergency or reserve installations

25 shall be capable of transmitting and receiving on the fre-
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1 quencies and types of waves designated by the Commission

2 for the purpose of distress and safety of navigation.

3 "(d) The main installation shall have a normal trans-

4 mnitting and receiving range of at least two hundred nautical

5 miles, that is to say, it must be capable of transmitting and

6 receiving clearly perceptible signals from ship to ship over

7 a range of at least two hundred nautical miles by day under

8 normal conditions and circumstances.

9 "(e) Sufficient power shall be available at all times

10 to operate the main radio installation efficiently under normal

11 conditions over the range specified in subsection (d) of this

12 section.

13 "(f) The emergency or reserve installation shall

14 include a source of energy independent of the propelling

15 power of the ship and of any other electrical system and shall

16 be capable of being put into operation rapidly and of work-

17 ing for at least six continuous hours. For the emergency

18 or reserve installation, the normal range as defined in sub--

19 section (d) of this section shall be at least one hundred

20 nautical miles.

21 "(g) There shall be provided between the bridge of

22 the ship and the radio room, and between the bridge and

23 the location of the direction finding apparatus, when the

24 direction finding apparatus is not located on the bridge, an



1 efficient means of communication independent of any other

2 communication system of the ship.

3 "(h) The direction finding apparatus shall be efficient

4 and capable of receiving clearly perceptible radio signals and

5 of taking bearings from which the true bearing and direction

6 may be determined. It shall be capable of receiving signals

7 on the frequencies prescribed for distress, direction finding,

8 and radio beacons by the General Radio Regulations annexed

9 to the International Telecommunication Convention in force

10 and in new installations after the effective date of this part,

11 such other frequencies as the Commission may for safety

12 purposes designate.

13 "LIFEBOATS

14 "SEC. 356. Every motor lifeboat, required to be

15 equipped with radio by treaty or convention to which the

16 United States is a party, by statute, or by regulation made

17 in conformity with a treaty, convention, or statute, shall

18 be fitted with an efficient radio installation under such rules

19 and regulations as the Commission may find necessary to

20 promote the safety of life.

21 "APPROVAL OF INSTALLATIONS

22 "SEC. 357. (a) Insofar as is necessary to carry out

23 the purposes and requirements of this part, the Commission

24 shall have authority, for any ship subject to this part-
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1 "(1) To approve the details as to the location

2 and manner of installations of the equipment required

3 by this part or of equipment necessitated by reason of

4 the purposes and requirements of this part.

5 " (2) To approve installations, apparatus, and spare

6 parts necessary to comply with the purposes and

7 requirements of this part.

8 "(3) To prescribe such additional equipment as

9 may be determined to be necessary to supplement that

10 specified herein, for the proper functioning of the radio

11 installation installed in accordance with this part or for

12 the proper conduct of radio communication in time of

13 emergency or distress.

14 "TRANSMISSION OF INFORMATION

15 "SEc. 358. (a) The master of every ship of the United

16 States equipped with radio transmitting apparatus, on meet-

17 ing with dangerous ice, a dangerous derelict, a tropical

18 storm, or any other direct danger to navigation, shall cause

19 to be transmitted all pertinent information relating thereto,

20 to ships in the vicinity and to the appropriate authorities,

21 in accordance with rules and regulations issued by the Con--

22 mission, which authorities of the United States shall, when

23 they consider it necessary, promptly bring the information

24 received by them to the knowledge of those concerned and

25 foreign authorities interested.
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1 "(b) No charge shall be made by any ship or station

2 in the mobile service of the United States for the transmission,

3 receipt, or relay of the information designated in subsection

4 (a) originating on a ship of the United States or of a foreign

5 country.

6 "(c) The transmission by any ship of the United

7 States, made in compliance with subsection (a), to any

8 station which imposes a charge for the reception, relay,

9 or forwarding of the required information, shall be free of

10 cost to the ship concerned and any communication charges

11 incurred by the ship for transmission, relay, or forwarding

12 of the information may be certified to the Commission for

13 reimbursement out of moneys appropriated to the Com-

14 mission for that purpose.

15 " (d) No charge shall be made by any ship or station

16 in the mobile service of the United States for the transmis-

17 sion of distress messages and replies thereto in connection

18 with situations involving the safety of life and property

19 at sea.

20 "(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any

21 station or carrier may render free service in connection with

22 situations involving the safety of life and property, includ-

23 ing hydrographic reports, weather reports, reports regard-

24 ing aids to navigation and medical assistance to injured

25 or sick persons on ships and aircraft at sea. All free service

S. 595-2
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1 permitted by this subsection shall be subject to such rules

2 and regulations as the Commission may prescribe, which

3 rules may limit such free service to the extent which the

4 Commission finds desirable in the public interest.

5 "AUTHORITY OF MASTER

6 "SEc. 359. The radio installation, the operators, the

7 regulation of their watches, the transmission and receipt

8 of messages, and the radio service of the ship except as

9 they may be regulated by law or international agreement,

10 or by rules and regulations made in pursuance thereof, shall

11 in the case of a ship of the United States be under the

12 supreme control of the master.

13 "SAFETY CONVENTION

14 "SEC. 360. (a) In addition to any other provision of

15 law, the Commission shall make such rules and regulations,

16 determinations, or findings as may appear to be necessary

17 to give effect to the radio and communication provisions of

18 the safety convention.

19 (b) Each vessel of the United States to which the

20 safety convention applies shall comply with the radio and

21 communication provisions of said convention at all times

22 while the vessel is in use, in addition to all other require-

23 ments of law, and have on board an appropriate certificate

24 as prescribed by the safety convention.
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1 (c) In the case of a vessel of the United States, which

2 is subject also to the radio provisions of the safety conven-

3 tion, the Commission is authorized, after proper inspection

4 or determination of the facts, to request the Bureau of Marine

5 Inspection and Navigation to issue to such vessel an appro-

6 priate certificate, concerning the radio particulars provided

7 for in said convention. Upon receipt of that request, the

8 Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation shall issue the

9 certificate in accord therewith.

10 "INSPECTIONS

11 "SEC. 361. (a) In addition to any other provisions re-

12 quired to be included in a radio station license, the station

13 license of each ship of the United States subject to this title

14 shall include particulars with reference to the items specifi-

15 cally required by this title.

16 "(b) Every ship of the United States, subject to this

17 title, shall have the equipment and apparatus prescribed

18 therein, inspected at least once each year by the Commis-

19 sion. If, after such inspection, the Commission is satisfied

20 that all relevant provisions of this Act and the station license

21 have been complied with, that fact shall be certified to on

22 the station license by the Commission. The Commission

23 shall make such additional inspections at frequent intervals

24 as may be necessary to insure compliance with the require-

25 ments of this Act.
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1 "(c) No ship of the United States subject to this title

2 shall be used unless there is on board and in force a valid

3 station license issued in accordance with this Act.

4 "CONTROL BY COMMISSION

5 "SEc. 362. Nothing in this title shall be interpreted as

6 lessening in any degree the control of the Commission over

7 all matters connected with the radio equipment and its opera-

8 tion on shipboard and its decision and determination in

9 regard to the radio requirements, installations, or exemptions

10 from prescribed radio requirements shall be final, subject only

11 to review in accordance with law.

12 "FORFEITURES

13 "SEC. 363. The following forfeitures shall apply to this

14 part, in addition to the penalties and forfeitures provided by

15 title V of this Act:

16 "(a) Any ship that leaves or attempts to leave any

17 harbor or port of the United States in violation of the pro-

18 visions of this part, or the rules and regulations of the Com-

19 mission made in pursuance thereof, or any ship of the

20 United States that is navigated outside of any harbor or

21 port in violation of any of the provisions of this part, or

22 the rules and regulations of the Commission made in pur-

23 suance thereof, shall forfeit to the United States the sum

24 of $500, recoverable by way of suit or libel. Each such

25 departure or attempted departure, and in the case of a
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1 ship of the United States each day during which such navi-

2 gation occurs shall constitute a separate offense.

3 "(b) Every willful failure on the part of the master

4 of a ship of the United States to enforce or to comply with

5 the provisions of this Act or the rules and regulations of

6 the Commission as to equipment, operators, watches, or

7 radio service shall cause him to forfeit to the United States

8 the sum of $100."

9 SEC. 11. Paragraph (a) of section 402 of the Com-

10 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amended by inserting after

11 the words "or for modifications of an existing radio station

12 license" a comma and the words "or suspending a radio

13 operator's license".

14 SEC. 12. Subsection (b) of section 402 of the Com-

15 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amended by adding at

16 the end thereof a new paragraph to read as follows:

17 "(3L By any radio operator whose license has been

18 suspended by the Commission."

19 SEc. 13. Paragraph (c) of section 402 of the Com-

20 munications Act of 1934 is hereby amended by inserting

21 after the words in the last sentence "upon the application"

22 the words "or order".

23 SEC. 14. Section 504 of the Communications Act of

24 1934 is hereby amended to read as follows:
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1 "PROVISIONS RELATING TO FORFEITURES

2 "SEC. 504 (a) The forfeitures provided for in this

3 Act shall be payable into the Treasury of the United States,

4 and shall be recoverable in a civil suit in the name of the

5 United States brought in the district where the person or

6 carrier has its principal operating office or in any district

7 through which the line or system of the carrier runs:

8 Provided, That in the case of forfeiture by a ship, said

9 forfeiture may also be recoverable by way of libel in any

10 district in which such ship shall arrive or depart. Such for-

11 feitures shall be in addition to any other general or specific

12 penalties herein provided. It shall be the duty of the

13 various district attorneys, under the direction of the Attorney

14 General of the United States, to prosecute for the recovery

15 of forfeitures under this Act. The costs and expenses of

16 such prosecutions shall be paid from the appropriation for

17 the expenses of the courts of the United Statel,

18 "(b) The forfeitures imposed by title III, part II of

19 this Act shall be subject to remission or mitigation by the

20 Commission, upon application therefor, under such regula- -

21 tions and methods of ascertaining the facts as may seem

22 to it advisable, and, if suit has been instituted, the Attorney

23 General, upon request of the Commission, shall direct the

24 discontinuance of any prosecution to recover such forfeitures:

25 Provided, however, That no forfeiture shall be remitted or
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1 mitigated after determination by a court of competent

2 jurisdiction."

3 SEC. 15. Section 602 of the Communications Act of

4 1934 is hereby a.mended by adding at the end thereof a new

5 subsection to read as follows:

6 "(e) The Act entitled 'An Act to require apparatus

7 and operators for radio communication on certain ocean

8 steamers', approved June 24, 1910, as amended, is repealed.

9 SEC. 16. This Act shall take effect upon approval, pro-

10 vided that the Commission may defer the application of all

11 or any part of Sections 351 to 356, inclusive, for a period

12 not to exceed six months after approval, in regard to any

13 ship or classes of ships of the United States which are not

14 subject to the provisions of the safety convention, if it is

15 found impracticable-,to obtain the necessary equipment or

16 make the requiredinstallations.

17 SEC. 17. The Communications Act of 1934 is hereby

18 further amended by adding at the end thereof the following

19 new section:
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