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To require certain telephones to be hearing aid compatible.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APRIL 29, 1987

Mr. MAvROULES (for himself, Mr. MARKEy, Mr. SWrFT, Mr. ROYBAL, Mr.
SYNAR, Mr. PBIaE of Illinois, Mr. HAwKINS, Ms. 0AKAB, Mr. PEPPER, Mr.
GRAY of Pennsylvania, Mr. LAFALCE, Mr. DOWNEY of New York, Mr.
WALGRBEN, Mr. LELAND, Mr. COLLINS, Mr. ECKART, Mr. SLATTERY, Mrs.
KENNELLY, Mr. WEISS, Mr. MCKmNNEY, Mr. CROCKETT, Mrs. BYBON, Mr.
VENTO, Mr. BATES, Mrs. BENTLEY, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. EDWARDS Of
California, Mr. HERTEL, Mr. FAZIO, Mr. FRANK, Mr. DWYER of New
Jersey, Mr. KANJORSKI, Mr. FROST, Mr. DYSON, Mr. DYMrALLY, Mr. EBD-

BEICH, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BIAGOI, Mr. MRAZEK, and Mr. LEHMAN of Flori-
da) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce

JULY 21, 1987

Additional sponsors: Mr. HEFNEBR, Mr. YOUNG of Florida, Mr. CONYEBs, Mr. BE-
REUTER, Mr. MATSUI, Mr. HALL of Ohio, Mr. HAYES of Illinois, Mr.

SCHEEBR, Mr. KLECZKA, Mr. COLEMAN of Texas, Mr. ROE, Mr. CLAY, Mr.
HANSEN, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. COYNE, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. FAUNTROY, Mr.

LIPINSKI, Mr. GRANT, Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut, Mr. VOLrEBR, Mr.
DE LuGO, Mr. SUNIA, Mrs. BoxER, Mr. JONTZ, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr.
GILMAN, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. CONTE, Mr. DELLUMS, Mr. ATKINS, Mr.

EVANS, Mr. FLORIO, Mr. MACKAY, Mr. YATRON, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. FAS-

CELL, Mr. ToWNS, Mr. RITTER, Mrs. LLOYD, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. OWENS of

New York, Mr. SOLARz, Mr. STUDDS, Ms. SLAUGHTER of New York, Mr.
BADHAM, Mr. HUGHES, Mr. ROBINSON, Mr. WILTTAMR, Mr. GUARINI, and
Mr. WISE

JUNE 7, 1988

Additional sponsors: Mrs. SCHROEDER, Mr. ESPY, Mr. BERMAN, Mr. YOJNG of
Alaska, Mr. MyuIE, Mr. MINETA, Mr. ROSE, Mr. CLINGER, Mrs. MOR-
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ELLA, Mr. BONEBR of Tennessee, Mr. BROWN of California, Mr. MAzZOLI,
Mr. SMITrH of Florida, Mr. BONIOB of Michigan, Mr. FooLIETTA, Mr.

MOAKLEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. G(ALLO, Mr. SENSENBBRENNEB, Mr. GEJDEN-

SON, Mr. COOPER, Mr. CLAKBE, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. PANETTA, Mr.
FAWELL, Mr. HORTON, Mr. WHITTAREB, Mr. BOBRKI, Mr. QUILLEN, Mr.

LAaOOMABINo, Mr. GAaCLu, Ms. PELOsi, Mr. OWENS Of Utah, Mr.
STOKES, Mr. LANCASTER, Mr. BRYANT, Mr. WOLPE, Mr. HOYER, Mr.
MORBI8ON of Connecticut, Mr. TAUKE, and Mr. BILnaAmE

JUNE 7, 1988

Reported with an amendment, committed to the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union, and ordered to be printed

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL
To require certain telephones to be hearing aid compatible.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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5 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

6 This Act may be cited as the "Hearing Aid Compatibi-

7 ity Act of 1988".

8 SEC. 2. FINDINGS

9 The Congress finds that-

10 (1) to the fullest extent made possible by technolo-

11 gy and medical science, hearing-impaired persons

12 should have equal access to the national telecommuni-

13 cations network;

14 (2) present technology provides effective coupling

15 of telephones to hearing aids used by some severely

16 hearing-impaired persons for communicating by voice

17 telephone;

18 (3) anticipated improvements in both telephone

19 and hearing aid technologies promise greater access in

20 the future; and

21 (4) universal telephone service for hearing-im-

22 paired persons will lead to greater employment oppor-

23 tunities and increased productivity.
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1 SEC. 3. AMENDMENT&

2 (a) HEARING AID COMPATIBILITY REQUIRE-

3 MENTS.-Subsection (b) of section 710 of the Communica-

4 tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 610(b)) is amended-to read as

5 follows:

6 "(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3),

7 the Commission shall require that-

8 "(A) all essential telephones, and

9 "(B) all telephones manufactured in the United

10 States (other than for export), or imported for use in

11 the United States, more than one year after the date of

12 enactment of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of

13 1988,

14 provide internal means for effective use with hearing aids

15 that are designed to be compatible with telephones which meet

16 established technical standards for hearing aid compatibility.

17 "(2) The initial regulations prescribed by the Commis-

18 sion under paragraph (1) of this subsection after the date of

19 enactment of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of 1988

20 shall exempt from the requirements established pursuant to

21 paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection only-

22 "(A) telephones used with public mobile services;

23 "(B) telephones used with private radio services;

24 "(C) cordless telephones; and

25 "(D) secure telephones.

eOR 2213 RH
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1 The exemption provided by such regulations to cordless tele-

2 phones shall not apply with respect to cordless telephones

3 manufactured or imported more than three years after the

4 date of enactment of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of

5 1988.

6 "(3) The Commission may, upon the application of any

7 interested person, initiate a proceeding to waive the require-

8 ments of paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection with respect to

9 terminal equipment associated with a new technology or serv-

10 ice. The Commission shall not grant such a waiver unless the

11 Commission determines, on the basis of evidence in the

12 record of such proceeding, that such technology or service is

13 in the public interest, and that (A) compliance with the re-

14 quirements of paragraph (1)(B) is technologically infeasible,

15 or (B) compliance with such requirements would increase the

16 costs of the technology or service to such an extent that the

17 technology or service could not be successfully marketed. In

18 any proceeding under this paragraph to grant a waiver from

19 the requirements of paragraph (1)(B), the Commission shall

20 consider the effect on hearing-impaired individuals of grant-

21 ing the waiver. The Commission shall periodically review

22 and determine the continuing need for any waiver granted

23 pursuant to this paragraph.

24 "(4) For purposes of this subsection-

OHR 2213 RH
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1 "(A) the term 'essential telephones' means only

2 coin-operated telephones, telephones provided for emer-

3 gency use, and other telephones frequently needed for

4 use by persons using such hearing aids;

5 "(B) the term 'public mobile services' means air-

6 to-ground radiotelephone services, cellular radio tele-

7 communications services, offshore radio, rural radio

8 service, public land mobile telephone service, and other

9 common carrier radio communication services covered

10 by part 27 of title 47 of the Code of Federal Regula-

11 tions;

12 "(C) the term 'private radio services' means pri-

13 vate land mobile radio services and other communica-

14 tions services characterized by the Commission in its

15 rules as private radio services; and

16 "(D) the term 'secure telephones' means tele-

17 phones that are approved by the United States Govern-

18 ment for the transmission of classified or sensitive

19 voice communications. ".

20 (b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.-Section 710(f) of the

21 Communications Act of 1934 is amended by striking out the

22 second sentence and inserting the following: "The Commis-

23 sion shall complete rulemaking actions required to implement

24 the amendments made by the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act

25 of 1988 within nine months after the date of enactment of

OEI, 2218 RH
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1 such Act. Thereafter, the Commission shall periodically

2 review the regulations established pursuant to this section. ".

eHR 2213 RH



Union Calendar No. 398

100l CONGRESS
2D SESION He Re 2213

[Report No. 100-6741

A BILL
To require certain telephones to be hearing aid

compatible.

JuNR 7, 1988

Reported with an amendment, committed to the Committee
of the Whole House on the State of the Union, and
ordered to be printed



IB

Union Calendar No. 398
100TH CONGRESS

2D SION R2213
[Report No. 100-674]

To require certain telephones to be hearing aid compatible.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APRIL 29, 1987

Mr. MAVROULES (for himself, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. SWIFT, Mr. ROYBAL, Mr.

SYNAR, Mr. PRICE of Illinois, Mr. HAWKINS, Ms. OAKEA, Mr. PEPPER, Mr.
GRAY of Pennsylvania, Mr. LAFALCE, Mr. DOWNEY of New York, Mr.
WALOREN, Mr. LELAND, Mr. COLLINS, Mr. ECKART, Mr. SLATTEBY, Mrs.
KENNELLY, Mr. WEISS, Mr. MOKNNEY, Mr. CROCKETT, Mrs. BYRON, Mr.
VENTO, Mr. BATES, Mrs. BENTLEY, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. EDWARDS Of
California, Mr. HEBRTEL, Mr. FAZIO, Mr. FRANK, Mr. DWYER of New
Jersey, Mr. KANJORSEI, Mr. FROST, Mr. DYSON, Mr. DYMALLY, Mr. ERD-
REICH, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BIAGGI, Mr. MRAZEK, and Mr. LEEtMAN of Flori-

da) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce

JULY 21, 1987

Additional sponsors: Mr. HEFNER, Mr. YOrNG of Florida, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. BE-
REUTER, Mr. MATSUI, Mr. HALL of Ohio, Mr. HAYES of Illinois, Mr.
SCHEUER, Mr. KLECZKA, Mr. COLEMAN of Texas, Mr. ROE, Mr. CLAY, Mr.

HANSEN, Mr. BILBBRAY, Mr. COYNE, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. FAUNTROY, Mr.

LIPINSKI, Mr. GRANT, Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut, Mr. VOLMBR, Mr.

DE LUGO, Mr. SUNIA, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. JONTZ, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr.

GILMAN, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. CONTE, Mr. DELLUMS, Mr. ATKINS, Mr.
EVANS, Mr. FLORIO, Mr. MACKAY, Mr. YATRON, Mr. MUePHY, Mr. FA8-
CELL, Mr. TOWNS, Mr. RITTER, Mrs. LLOYD, Ms. KAPU, Mr. OWENS of
New York, Mr. SOLARz, Mr. STUDDS, Ms. SLAUGHTER of New York, Mr.
BADHAM, Mr. HUGHES, Mr. ROBINSON, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. GUARINI, and

Mr. WISE

JUNE 7, 1988

Additional sponsors: Mrs. SCHEoEDER, Mr. ESPY, Mr. BERMAN, Mr. YOUNG of
Alaska, Mr. MFUME, Mr. MINETA, Mr. ROSE, Mr. CLINGEB, Mrs. MOB-



2

ET,T,A, Mr. BONEB of Tennessee, Mr. BROWN of California, Mr. MAZZOLI,
Mr. SmH of Florida, Mr. BONIOBR of Michigan, Mr. Fo0LIETTA, Mr.
MOA-rLY, Mr. DUBBIN, Mr. GATLLO, Mr. SENSENBBRENNER, Mr. GEJDBEN-
SON, Mr. COOPER, Mr. CLARKE, Mr. DEFAzIO, Mr. PANETTA, Mr.
FAWELL, Mr. HORTON, Mr. WHITT'AKEB, Mr. BOBSKI, Mr. QUILLEN, Mr.
LAGOMARSINO, Mr. GARCIB, MS. PELOSI, Mr. OWENS of Utah, Mr.
STOKES, Mr. LANCASTER, Mr. BRYANT, Mr. WOLPE, Mr. HOYEB, Mr.
MORRISON of Connecticut, Mr. TAUKE, and Mr. BnATms
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Reported with an amendment, committed to the Committee of the Whole House
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[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]
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5 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

6 This Act may be cited as the "Hearing Aid Compatibil-

7 ity Act of 1988".

8 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

9 The Congress finds that-

10 (1) to the fullest extent made possible by technolo-

11 gy and medical science, hearing-impaired persons

12 should have equal access to the national telecommuni-

13 cations network;

14 (2) present technology provides effective coupling

15 of telephones to hearing aids used by some severely

16 hearing-impaired persons for communicating by voice

17 telephone;

18 (3) anticipated improvements in both telephone

19 and hearing aid technologies promise greater access in

20 the future; and

21 (4) universal telephone service for hearing-im-

22 paired persons will lead to greater employment oppor-

23 tunities and increased productivity.
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1 SEC. 3. AMENDMENTS

2 (a) HEARING AID COMPATIBILITY REQUIRE-

3 MENTS.-Subsection (b) of section 710 of the Communica-

4 tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 610(b)) is amended to read as

5 follows:

6 "(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3),

7 the Commission shall require that-

8 "(A) all essential telephones, and

9 "(B) all telephones manufactured in the United

10 States (other than for export), or imported for use in

11 the United States, more than one year after the date of

12 enactment of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of

13 1988,

14 provide internal means for effective use with hearing aids

15 that are designed to be compatible with telephones which meet

16 established technical standards for hearing aid compatibility.

17 "(2) The initial regulations prescribed by the Commis-

18 sion under paragraph (1) of this subsection after the date of

19 enactment of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of 1988

20 shall exempt from the requirements established pursuant to

21 paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection only-

22 "(A) telephones used with public mobile services;

23 "(B) telephones used with private radio services;

24 "(C) cordless telephones; and

25 "(D) secure telephones.
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1 The exemption provided by such regulations to cordless tele-

2 phones shall not apply with respect to cordless telephones

3 manufactured or imported more than three years after the

4 date of enactment of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of

5 1988.

6 "(3) The Commission may, upon the application of any

7 interested person, initiate a proceeding to waive the require-

8 ments of paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection with respect to

9 terminal equipment associated with a new technology or serv-

10 ice. The Commission shall not grant such a waiver unless the

11 Commission determines, on the basis of evidence in the

12 record of such proceeding, that such technology or service is

13 in the public interest, and that (A) compliance with the re-

14 quirements of paragraph (1)(B) is technologically infeasible,

15 or (B) compliance with such requirements would increase the

16 costs of the technology or service to such an extent that the

17 technology or service could not be successfully marketed. In

18 any proceeding under this paragraph to grant a waiver from

19 the requirements of paragraph (1)(B), the Commission shall

20 consider the effect on hearing-impaired individuals of grant-

21 ing the waiver. The Commission shall periodically review

22 and determine the continuing need for any waiver granted

23 pursuant to this paragraph.

24 "(4) For purposes of this subsection-
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1 "(A) the term 'essential telephones' means only

2 coin-operated telephones, telephones provided for emer-

3 gency use, and other telephones frequently needed for

4 use by persons using such hearing aids;

5 "(B) the term 'public mobile services' means air-

6 to-ground radiotelephone services, cellular radio tele-

7 communications services, offshore radio, rural radio

8 service, public land mobile telephone service, and other

9 common carrier radio communication services covered

10 by part 27 of title 47 of the Code of Federal Regula-

11 tions;

12 "(C) the term private radio services' means pri-

13 vate land mobile radio services and other communica-

14 tions services characterized by the Commission in its

15 rules as private radio services; and

16 "(D) the term 'secure telephones' means tele-

17 phones that are approved by the United States Govern-

18 ment for the transmission of classified or sensitive

19 voice communications. ".

20 (b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.-Section 710(f) of the

21 Communications Act of 1934 is amended by striking out the

22 second sentence and inserting the following: "The Commis-

23 sion shall complete rulemaking actions required to implement

24 the amendments made by the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act

25 of 1988 within nine months after the date of enactment of
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1 such Act. Thereafter, the Commission shall periodically

2 review the regulations established pursuant to this section. ".
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5 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

6 This Act may be cited as the "Hearing Aid Compatibil-

7 ityAct of 1988".

8 SEC. 2. FNDINGS.

9 The Congress finds that-

10 (1) to the fullest extent made possible by technolo-

11 gy and medical science, hearing-impaired persons

12 should have equal access to the national telecommuni-

13 cations network;

14 (2) present technology provides effective coupling

15 of telephones to hearing aids used by some severely

16 hearing-impaired persons for communicating by voice

17 telephone;

18 (3) anticipated improvements in both telephone

19 and hearing aid technologies promise greater access in

20 the future; and

21 (4) universal telephone service for hearing-im-

22 paired persons will lead to greater employment oppor-

23 tunities and increased productivity.
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1 SEC. 3. AMENDMENTS

2 (a) HEARING AID COMPATIBILITY REQUIRE-

3 MENTS.-Subsection (b) of section 710 of the Communica-

4 tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 610(b)) is amended to read as

5 follows:

6 "(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3),

7 the Commission shall require that-

8 "(A) all essential telephones, and

9 "(B) all telephones manufactured in the United

10 States (other than for export), or imported for use in

11 the United States, more than one year after the date of

12 enactment of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of

13 1988,

14 provide internal means for effective use with hearing aids

15 that are designed to be compatible with telephones which meet

16 established technical standards for hearing aid compatibility.

17 "(2) The initial regulations prescribed by the Commis-

18 sion under paragraph (1) of this subsection after the date of

19 enactment of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of 1988

20 shall exempt from the requirements established pursuant to

21 paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection only-

22 "(A) telephones used with public mobile services;

23 "(B) telephones used with private radio services;

24 "(C) cordless telephones; and

25 "(D) secure telephones.
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1 The exemption provided by such regulations to cordless tele-

2 phones shall not apply with respect to cordless telephones

3 manufactured or imported more than three years after the

4 date of enactment of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of

5 1988.

6 "(3) The Commission may, upon the application of any

7 interested person, initiate a proceeding to waive the require-

8 ments of paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection with respect to

9 terminal equipment associated with a new technology or serv-

10 ice. The Commission shall not grant such a waiver unless the

11 Commission determines, on the basis of evidence in the

12 record of such proceeding, that such technology or service is

13 in the public interest, and that (A) compliance with the re-

14 quirements of paragraph (1)(B) is technologically infeasible,

15 or (B) compliance with such requirements would increase the

16 costs of the technology or service to such an extent that the

17 technology or service could not be successfully marketed. In

18 any proceeding under this paragraph to grant a waiver from

19 the requirements of paragraph (1)(B), the Commission shall

20 consider the effect on hearing-impaired individuals of grant-

21 ing the waiver. The Commission shall periodically review

22 and determine the continuing need for any waiver granted

23 pursuant to this paragraph.

24 "(4) For purposes of this subsection-
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1 "(A) the term 'essential telephones' means only

2 coin-operated telephones, telephones provided for emer-

3 gency use, and other telephones frequently needed for

4 use by persons using such hearing aids;

5 "(B) the term 'public mobile services' means air-

6 to-ground radiotelephone services, cellular radio tele-

7 communications services, offshore radio, rural radio

8 service, public land mobile telephone service, and other

9 common carrier radio communication services covered

10 by part 27 of title 47 of the Code of Federal Regula-

11 tions;

12 "(C) the term 'private radio services' means pri-

13 rate land mobile radio services and other communica-

14 tions services characterized by the Commission in its

15 rules as private radio services; and

16 "(D) the term 'secure telephones' means tele-

17 phones that are approved by the United States Govern-

18 ment for the transmission of classified or sensitive

19 voice communications. ".

20 (b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.-Section 710(f) of the

21 Communications Act of 1934 is amended by striking out the

22 second sentence and inserting the following: "The Commis-

23 sion shall complete rulemaking actions required to implement

24 the amendments made by the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act

25 of 1988 within nine months after the date of enactment of
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1 such Act. Thereafter, the Commission shall periodically

2 review the regulations established pursuant to this section. ".
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