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On January 3, 1983 the President signed into law S. 2355
"Telecommunications for the Disabled Act of 1982." We do not
have the Public Law number at this time.

Attached is a copy of an earlier memo from this office
explaining the provisions of the Act.
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Over the weekend the Congress approved and sent to the
President a bill which would add a new section to the
Communications Act.

The final version of S. 2355, the "Telecommunications for
the Disabled Act of 1982," was approved by the Senate late on
Friday and by the House on Saturday afternoon. The Act would
require that the FCC adopt rules within one year to ensure that
persons with impaired hearing have access to telephone service,
by requiring that "essential telephones" be compatible with
hearing aids. A copy of the bill is included with this memo.

"Essential telephones" are defined as "coin operated
telephones, telephones provided for emergency use, and other
telephones frequently needed for use by persons using such
hearing aids." The FCC may delegate to the state PUCs the
authority to enforce compliance with the regulations.

The Act provides that the FCC's rulemaking proceeding shall
balance the costs and benefits to all telephone users; and the
regulations should not impede technology. In addition, the FCC
shall establish technical standards for such equipment and
labeling requirements for packaging materials to advise consumers
of the compatibility of telephones and hearing aids.

The Act also provides that a common carrier may provide
specialized equipment for disabled persons, and state PUCs may
permit the carrier to recover the costs of such equipment in its
tariff.

The Senate added two unrelated amendments to the bill:
(a) An amendment to insure that the CPB Board of Directors
retains its political balance during its reduction in size from
15 to 10 members, by modifying Pub. L. No. 97-35. (b) An
amendment eliminating the requirement that 50 percent of any new
issuance of Comsat stock be reserved for purchase by common
carriers.
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a 255
Be it exacted by the Scnate and House o4

Repreenlatives of the United States of
Jmertca iu Congra ouenmbled, That this
Act may be cited a the "Telecommunica-
tlons for the Disabled Act of 1982".

81c. 2 The Congress finds that-
(1) all person shruld have varalable the

best telephone service which I technologi-
cally and economiclly feuilble;

(2) currently available technology i cap·-
ble of providing telephone service to some
Individuals who. because of hearing Lmpair-
ments. require telephone reception by
means of )hearing aids with induction coULl
or other tiductive receptors

(3) the lack of technical standyd enmur-
ins comptibillity between hesriig aids and
telephones has prevented receipt of the best
telephone service which Is technologicaly
and economically feasible; and

(4) adoptlon of teehnka standards is re-
quired in order to ensure comptlibillty be-
tween telephones and hearing ads, thereby
accommodating the needs otf rdviduals
rith hearing impairments

8rc. 3. Title VI of the Communicatlons
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) is amend-
ed by adding at the end thereof the follow.
tng new section:

"IMr.aomr sn'vc roM TMr DIAM.Z
'Sec. 810. (a) The Commisson shall estab-

lsh such regulatlons as are neery to
ensure reasonable access to telephone serv
ice by perons with imptired hearing.

"(b) The Cocomission shall require that
essential telephones prolvde internal means
for effective use with hearing aids that are
specially designed for telephone use. or
purposes of this subsection, the term 'esen-
tLal telephones' means only coin-operated
telephones. telephones provided for emer-
gency use, and other telephones frequently
needed for use by persons using such hear-
ing aids.

"(c) The Commisslon shall establish or ap-
prove such technical standards rare re.
quired to enforce this section.

"(d) The Commission shall estabbsh sch
requirements for the labeling of packaging
materials for equipment u are needed to
provide adequate Information to eoonumers
on the compatibility between telephonee
and hearing ads.

Ne) In any rulemring to implement the
provision of this section, the Commission
shall specifically consider the cot stnd
benefits to all telephone users Including
persons with and without hearing tmpalr.
ments. The Commission hall ensure that
regulations adopted to tmplement this sec-
tion encourage the use of currently avaLa
ble technology and do not discuge or
impair the development of improved tech-
nology.

"(f) The Commslon shll complete rule-
making actions required by this section and
issue specifc and detailed rules and retula-
tions resulting therefrom withll one year
after the date of enactment the Telecom-
munications for the Disabled Act of 1982.
Therefter the Commission &hall periodical-
ly review such rules and regulations Except
for coin-operated telephones and telephones
provided for emergency use, the Commis-
sion may not require the retrofitting of
equipment to achieve the purposs d this
section.

(g) Any common carrier or eone-tlng
earrer may provide specilied terminrl
equipment needed by persons whoe hear-
ing. speech vision, or mobility ls impaire
The State commission may allow the carrier
to recover in its tariffs for regulated service
trasonable and prudent costs not eharged
directly to users of such equipment

"(h) The Commission shall delegte to
Sch State cornmmission the authority to eo-

orce within such State compliance with the
speclfic reguauons that the Commlssion
issues under subsectlons () and (b). condi-
Uoned upon the adoption nd enforcement
of such regulations by the 8tate commis-
ion".
Sc . S ubpraraph <B) of para ph (2)

of section 12(25) of the Public Broadcast-
ins Amendments Act of 1981 Is amended to
read ss follows

"(B) Notwittandin the wrorldors of
subsection (c) of section 396 of the commu-
licatlons Act of 193j4 in the case of tpe of-
fices of director the terms of which expired
March 1982. persons appointed to Ull two of
such vacancies existing u of December 13.
1982, shall be appointed for terms which
shall expire on March 1, 1984 and shan not
be representative of the polltical party
having a majority o' the directors of the
Board on December 13. 1982. Persons ap-
pointed for a term beginnring Mrch L 1984
to fill the vacancies occurring in such offices
the terms of which, by reason of the preced-
ing sentence, expire on March 1 184, shall
not be filled by persons representing the po-
litcal party having a mnJority of the direc-
tors of the Board on March 1. 1984 Persons
appointed on or Later March 1, 1984. to fill
vcacies in the two such offices hall be
appointed for terms of five year. On March
1. 1984, there are abolished those five of-
fices of director the terms of which, without
application of the preceding provisions of
this parsaraph, expire on such date. In ad-
ministering the provisions of this paragraph
a director Is · minority member of the
Board if he is not a member of the political
party to which the majority of the directors
of the Board are members.. '

Sr 4. The Communications Satellite Act
of 1962, as amended (47 U.S.C. 701 et seq.).
is amended by deleting the second sentence
of section 304(b)(2) of such Act.


