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GENERAL ACTION

 October 15, 1999
FCC ANNOUNCES A NEW MECHANISM FOR MAKING PAYMENTS OF APPLICATIONS FOR FEEABLE SERVICES 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in a continuing effort to provide high quality service to its applicants is implementing a new mechanism by which a payer may remit fee payments to the FCC via the Internet or wide-area network (WAN).  Effective immediately, the new payment mechanism may be used for any fee-related activity for which there is an electronic application or purchase interface.

The development of the system was conducted as a joint effort between the Department of Treasury and the FCC, with the assistance of contractors from Computech, Inc., of Bethesda, MD, and Bixler, Inc. of Washington, DC.  The system has been built to Department of Treasury security specifications, and employs the latest encryption technology and architecture to safeguard data.  Due to security/export limitations of 128-bit SSL encryption, this capability is limited at this time to users in the United States and Canada.  The minimum versions of the browsers that have this capability are:


For Netscape browsers: Netscape version 4.05 (strong encryption version)


For Internet Explorer: Internet Explorer version 4.2 (strong encryption version)

You may of course use the current versions of both browsers offered (Netscape 4.7- strong encryption version, and Internet Explorer 5.02-strong encryption version).

Currently only Visa or MasterCard credit card payments are supported by the new payment mechanism.  However, we plan to support other forms of payment, including ACH, in the future.

As a result of this new capability, the processing time of licenses will be substantially reduced.  For example, an applicant for a new aircraft license may submit his application via the Universal Licensing System (ULS) on Monday afternoon.  The applicant can use the new payment mechanism to pay for the license, and in most cases, that license will be granted on Tuesday and be in the mail to the applicant on Wednesday. 

The new payment mechanism, which allows payment by credit card via an electronic interface, eliminates several manual steps in processing remittances. By automatically filling out the FCC Form 159 (Remittance Advice) for the payer, it reduces the payer’s manual work and dramatically reduces the chance of errors on the submitted Form 159. 

We invite you to utilize this system when filing applications electronically. The new payment mechanism is available and can be used when filing for most Wireless Telecommunication services, which are on-line via ULS, and Office of Engineering & Technology services.  Other FCC Bureaus & Offices will be on-line in the future.

Please contact Claudette Pride at (202) 418-1995 if you have any general questions, and David Janoskie of Computech, Inc. at (202) 728-7710, ext. 306 for technical questions.  

