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CHAIRMAN KENNARD MEETS WITH GROUP OF EUROPEAN REGULATORS


Washington, DC – William E. Kennard, Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), met today with the Independent Regulators Group (IRG). The IRG  was established in 1997 as a group of European National Telecommunications Regulatory Authorities (NRAs)  to provide a forum for policy review and consultation designed to harmonize regulatory practices in the Europe.   The IRG includes regulators from all 15 European Union countries plus Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.


The IRG invited the Chairman to meet with them to discuss common issues of concern and develop a closer ongoing relationship between Chairman Kennard and his European counterparts.  Topics discussed at the meeting included: (1) Regulatory policy and convergence; (2) Regulator’s accountability and the role of the independent regulators in a competitive environment; (3) Unbundling of the local loop and the development of broadband; and (4) Spectrum management.


“All regulators in today’s telecommunications market have a difficult task at hand,” said Chairman Kennard.  “Open and informal dialogues such as these, among colleagues who are facing very similar, complex issues, are useful in developing practical solutions to the benefit of U.S. consumers at home and around the globe.”
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