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FCC Releases Y2K Communications Sector Report Supplement 

for Small and Mid-Size Telephone Companies
The FCC today released a Supplemental Y2K Communications Sector Report on small and mid-size telephone companies. The Supplement reported that 1,061 (out of 1,200) small and mid-size local wireline telecommunications carriers that responded to an FCC survey in June 1999 indicated that 54 percent had completed Y2K compliance by the end of June, 94 percent were expected to be complete by the end of September, and 98 percent estimated completion by the end of December. 

The Supplement also reports that large local telephone carriers, accounting for more than 90 percent of local access lines, and the major long distance telephone carriers were scheduled to have completed their remediation and implementation programs by the end of September 1999. The FCC said that further updated information on Y2K remediation and implementation programs by the large carriers is expected to be presented at the next Network Reliability and Interoperability Council (NRIC) meeting, to be held October 14, 1999. 
On March 30, 1999, the Federal Communications Commission, in conjunction with NRIC, released its Y2K Communications Sector Report.   The Commission subsequently initiated a resurvey of the industry in order to determine whether they are “on track” with Y2K preparations. The results of the resurvey conducted in June/July will be issued as a series of Report Supplements that will be publicly available on the Commission’s Y2K web site, at www.fcc.gov/year2000/.  The first of these Supplements, the Wireline Telecommunications Sector Supplement, is being released today.


The data in the resurvey also revealed that a very few  (<2%) of the responding small and mid-size companies may not complete their Y2K efforts by the millennium rollover.  The FCC said it will continue to make every effort to work with these companies to help promote their readiness. It noted, however, that in mid-July 1999, NRIC reported that the ability to initiate and complete voice and data calls is not expected to be directly impacted by Y2K.

Additional Supplements covering the other industry sectors will be released as they are completed.  Copies of the Report and the Supplements can be obtained on the FCC's Year 2000 Task Force at www.fcc.gov/year2000/.  The FCC’s Year 2000 Task Force also can be reached at (202) 418-2379 or by e-mail at year2000@fcc.gov. The contacts for the Task Force are Marsha MacBride, Executive Director, (202) 418-2379, and Robert Cannon, Deputy Director, (202) 418-2421. Press Contacts are Nancy Plon, (202) 418-2899, and Audrey Spivack at (202) 418-0500. 
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