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By the Chief, Allocations Branch:

1.
In response to a petition filed by Escanaba License Corp. (“Escanaba”),  the Commission has before it for consideration the Notice of Proposed Rule Making, 14 FCC Rcd 19474 (1999), seeking the allotment of Channel 260A at Carney, Michigan, as that community's first local broadcast service.  Escanaba filed comments in which it reaffirmed its support in the allotment of Channel 260A at Carney.  Lakes Radio, Inc. (“Lakes Radio”) filed comments. 

2.
The Notice questioned community status for Carney and requested parties filing comments to provide additional information demonstrating that Carney is a community for allotment purposes.  Escanaba restated that Carney is governed by a Village Council, has its own school, Post Office, financial and religious institutions, telephone exchange and local telephone office, a number of businesses, including a supermarket, hotel and an industrial park.  Escanaba provided a copy of the Charter for the Village of Carney, issued under the laws of the State of Michigan in 1980.  Escanaba also provided names and addresses for the Village Board which governs Carney along with  pictures of the Village Hall and other buildings in the community.   Further, Escanaba provided the names and addresses for the Principal for the Carney School,  President of the North Country Bank located in Carney, Post Commander for the local American Legion Post 487, local Postmaster, and General Manager of the branch of the Telephone Company and listed the names and addresses of people operating businesses in the community.  Escanaba states that the village has its own municipal water system and the Internet provides a listing for the Carney Fire Department in Carney, Michigan.  Escanaba points out that the residents of Carney consider their location to be a community and have further confirmed their belief by obtaining corporate Charter status for the Village from the State of Michigan.   


3.
Lakes Radio believes that Carney, Michigan, does not qualify as a community for allotment purposes.  Lakes Radio argues that although Carney is incorporated and listed in the U.S. Census, it does not possess the requisite indicia of a community upon which the Commission relies when determining whether an area is a community for allotment purposes. According to Lakes Radio, Carney has a very limited business community, residents must rely on other areas for shopping,

there is a lack of independent municipal services in Carney and the commercial entities in Carney are unlikely to advertise on the radio.  Lakes Radio argues that  Carney is already well-served by the allocation of five radio stations. 

4.
We believe that the public interest would be served by the allotment of Channel 260A at Carney, Michigan, as it will provide the community with its first local broadcast service.  We do not feel that Lakes Radio has provided enough information to deny the allotment at Carney. Channel 260A can be allotted to Carney in compliance with the Commission's minimum distance separation requirements with a site restriction 7.8 kilometers (4.9 miles) west of the community.
   Canadian concurrence has been received for the allotment of Channel 260A at Carney.  In response to our concerns of community status, we believe that Escanaba has provided sufficient information to fulfill the Commission’s expectations for community status for allotment purposes.  See  Keansville, Florida, 10 FCC Rcd 9831 (1995).  Carney is incorporated and listed in the U.S. Census, has a local governing board, a school and churches, its own telephone exchange, civic organization (The American Legion), its own post office and zip code, bank and some local businesses, fire department, municipal water system and according to Escanaba, residents of the area consider Carney to be a community.     

5.

Accordingly, pursuant to the authority contained in Sections 4(i), 5(c)(1), 303(g) and (r) and 307(b) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, and Sections 0.61, 0.204(b) and 0.283 of the Commission's Rules, IT IS ORDERED, That effective June 26, 2000, the FM Table of Allotments, Section 73.202(b) of the Commission's Rules, IS AMENDED for the community listed below, as follows:





Community


Channel Number





Carney, Michigan

       260A

6.
A filing window for Channel 260A at Carney, Michigan, will not be opened at this time.  Instead, the issue of opening a filing window for this channel will be addressed by the Commission in a subsequent order.



7.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That this proceeding IS TERMINATED.

8.

For further information concerning this proceeding, contact Kathleen Scheuerle, Mass Media Bureau, (202) 418-2180.    Questions related to the application filing process for Channel 260A at Carney, Michigan, should be addressed to the Audio Services Division, Mass Media Bureau, (202) 418-2700.
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� The coordinates for Channel 260A at Carney are 45-35-30 NL and 87-39-37 WL.







