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March 31, 2000

INTERNATIONAL BUREAU INFORMATION:

REPORT TO CONGRESS REGARDING THE ORBIT ACT


Section 646 of the Open-Market Reorganization for the Betterment of International Telecommunications Act (“the ORBIT Act”), 47 U.S.C. 646, requires the Commission to report to the Committees on Commerce and International Relations of the House of Representatives and the Committees on Commerce, Science, and Transportation and Foreign Relations of the Senate on the progress made to achieve the objectives and carry out the purposes and provisions of the ORBIT Act.  The first report must be presented within 90 days of enactment of the ORBIT Act – June 15, 2000.


The purpose of the Act is to promote a fully competitive global market for satellite communications services for the benefit of consumers and providers of satellite services and equipment by fully privatizing the intergovernmental satellite organizations -- INTELSAT and Inmarsat.   Input from industry and consumers is therefore crucial to the Commission’s report.  We invite comment appropriate to the development of the Commission’s report to Congress.  Specifically, we request comments on the views of consumers and industry on the privatization of INTELSAT and Inmarsat.  Interested parties submitting comments also may address the impact of privatization on U.S. industry, jobs, and industry access to the global marketplace.  Comments and views will be reflected in the Commission’s report and made available in full to the House and Senate committees.   


Comments should be filed on or before April 21, 2000.  Comments should reference "Report No. SPB-155."


For further information, contact James Ball at (202) 418-0427 or Sasha Field at (202) 418-2064 .

‑ FCC -


