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FCC TO SEEK COMMENTS ON A LETTER FROM THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON
HISTORIC PRESERVATION RELATING TO COMMUNICATIONS TRANSMISSION
FACILITIES LOCATED AT LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN, CO
On May 27, 1999, the FCC adopted and released a Memorandum Opinion And Order (the
“MO&O”) in the Matter of Canyon Area Residents for the Environment for Review of Action
Taken Under Delegated Authority on a Petition for an Environmental Impact Statement. The
MO&O affirmed a letter ruling dated October 9, 1998, by the Chief of the Office of Engineering
& Technology, which found that the communications facilities on Lookout Mountain, Colorado
complied with the FCC’s radiofrequency (“RF”) radiation health and safety standards, and, inter
alia, rejected arguments that the communications transmission tower proposed by the Lake Cedar
Group may significantly affect the environment.
The MO&O characterized Lookout Mountain as an established "antenna farm," an area that for
many years has been the location for transmitting towers used by many radio and television
broadcast stations licensed to the Denver area. The MO&O explained that under the FCC’s
environmental rules, the location of communications facilities in an antenna farm is
"environmentally preferable to new construction," is generally encouraged and is categorically
excluded from the FCC’s environmental processing requirements. The MO&O further found that
the record did not establish that the location of the proposed transmission tower in an established
antenna farm, which ordinarily would be categorically excluded from environmental processing
requirements, would significantly affect historic properties such that the FCC would be required
to "take into account" the tower’s impact on such properties and afford the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation ("Advisory Council") a "reasonable opportunity to comment." See 16
U.S.C. § 470f; see also 47 C.F.R. § 1.1307(c).

*

The Office of Engineering & Technology inadvertently released the wrong version of
this Public Notice on June 23, 1999. The version previously released is rescinded. This
is the correct version.

On June 3, 1999, the Advisory Council wrote the Commission. A copy of the Council's letter
is attached to this Public Notice. According to the Advisory Council, the proposed construction
of the transmissions tower and maintenance facility associated therewith “may have the potential
to affect historic properties, in particular, the Lariat Trail Scenic Mountain Drive, Lookout
Mountain Park, and the Charles Boettcher Summer Home, all of which are listed in the National
register of Historic Places.” The Council asked the Commission to review the matter and solicit
the views of other parties who have expressed an interest in the proposed undertaking.
In recognition of our obligation to consider the effects of the proposed communications tower
on historic properties and in furtherance of Section 1.1307(c) of our rules, we are notifying the
parties who have expressed an interest in this proceeding that we will treat the Council's letter
as a Petition for Reconsideration of that portion of the MO&O which addresses historic
preservation concerns.
Interested parties may file comments on the issues raised by the Council's letter on or before July
23, 1999, and reply comments on or before August 9, 1999. The local government of Denver,
Colorado may also file comments.
For additional information contact Robert Cleveland, at (202) 418-2422, Rclevela@FCC.GOV.
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