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PUBLIC NOTICE
[image: image1.png]

Federal Communications Commission



445 12th St., S.W.



Washington, D.C. 20554

DA 00-413

Released February 25, 2000

CONSUMER INFORMATION BUREAU CLARIFIES EFFECTIVE DATE OF 

THE DESIGNATION OF AGENT REQUIREMENTS IN 

WTB DOCKET NO. 96-198


On July 14, 1999, the Commission adopted a Report and Order establishing rules and policies to implement sections 255 and 251(a)(2) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 255 and 251(a)(2).  These provisions require manufacturers of telecommunications equipment and providers of telecommunications services to ensure that such equipment and services are accessible to persons with disabilities, if readily achievable.  A summary of the Report and Order, along with the rules adopted, 47 C.F.R. 6.1 - 6.23 and 7.1 - 7.23, was published in the Federal Register.  See 64 FR 63235 (November 19, 1999).  


The Federal Register publication noted that the requirements contained in the Report and Order would become effective January 28, 2000, except for 47 C.F.R. §§ 6.18 and 7.18, which would become effective upon approval of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) of the modified collection requirements contained therein.  These provisions provide that manufacturers of telecommunications equipment or customer premises equipment and providers of telecommunications services, as well as providers of voicemail or interactive menu service and any manufacturer of telecommunications equipment or customer premises equipment which performs a voicemail or interactive menu function must designate an agent or agents upon whom service may be made of all notices, inquiries, orders, decisions, and other pronouncements in any matter before the Commission.  This designation must be filed with the Commission’s Secretary and include, for both manufacturers and service providers, a name or department designation, business address, telephone number, and, if available, TTY number, facsimile number, and Internet e-mail address.  The Federal Register publication further stated that notice of OMB approval of these requirements would be published in the Federal Register (47 FR at 63251).


The purpose of this Public Notice is to eliminate any uncertainty over the effective date for compliance with the designation of agent requirements contained in sections 6.18 and 7.18. We note that a number of affected manufacturers and service providers have voluntarily filed the contact agent described in sections 6.18 and 7.18 with the Commission while others have inquired about the due date for such filings.  OMB approval of the information collections contained in sections 6.18 and 7.18 is pending.  The requirement to file designation of agent information with the Commission will not be effective until such time OMB has approved the information collections and notice of such approval has been published in the Federal Register.   Companies that have voluntarily filed agent information will not be required to re-submit the information once the requirements become effective.

By the Deputy Chief, Consumer Information Bureau.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jenifer Simpson at (202) 418-0008; TTY (202) 418-0034.


