[image: image1.png]


PUBLIC NOTICEPRIVATE 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

445 12th STREET, S.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554
FCC 99J-1

News media information 202/418-0500     Fax-On-Demand  202/418-2830     Internet:  http://www.fcc.gov    ftp.fcc.gov

FEDERAL-STATE JOINT BOARD ON UNIVERSAL SERVICE ANNOUNCES RELEASE OF WHITE PAPER BY THE RURAL TASK FORCE

CC Docket No. 96-45

Release Date: October 8, 1999


On September 17, 1997, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (the Joint Board) released a Public Notice announcing the creation of a Rural Task Force and soliciting nominations for membership.
  The 18-member Rural Task Force is an advisory panel made up of a broad cross section of incumbent local exchange telephone companies, new competitors, and consumer advocates.  The Rural Task Force was established to identify the issues unique to rural carriers and analyze the appropriateness of using cost proxy models in determining high cost support for rural carriers.


On September 15, 1999, the Joint Board received the first of a series of white papers to be published by the Rural Task Force.  This first white paper addresses the legal and policy framework the Rural Task Force plans to follow in developing its ultimate recommendation to the Joint Board.  According to the Rural Task Force, this white paper will serve as an important foundation as the Rural Task Force investigates appropriate universal service support mechanisms and policies for high-cost rural and insular areas served by rural carriers, including the continuation or adaptation of the current system of support, or a system based on forward-looking cost models, or some other mechanism consistent with the universal service and pro-competitive provisions of the 1996 Act.  In particular, the white paper addresses the principles of universal service, the special needs of areas served by rural carriers, and coordination of federal and state programs and policies. 


The Rural Task Force states that it plans to publish several more white papers.  In October, the Rural Task Force plans to release a second white paper which documents the economics, technological, and market factors differentiating rural carriers from Regional Bell Operating Companies and other urban-oriented telecommunications corporations.  The second white paper will also explore differences among rural carriers.  The Rural Task Force states that these white papers will provide an important foundation for its examination of proxy models and alternatives.  


The Rural Task Force’s first white paper is available on the Joint Board’s Web page at http://www.fcc.gov/uniersal_service/joint.html.  The white paper is also available on the Rural Task Force’s Web site at http://www.wutc.wa.gov/rtf, which provides information about Rural Task Force meetings, activities, and publications.  


For further information, please visit the Rural Task Force’s Web site or contact William R. Gillis, Commissioner, Washington Utilities Commission, Chandler Plaza Building, P.O. Box 47250, Olympia, WA 98504-7250.
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