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Competitive Pricing Division

Waives Section 61.16 of the Commission’s Rules

To Facilitate Y2K Compliance


In a News Release dated October 4, 1999,
 the FCC established a series of principles for potential end-of-the-year regulatory waivers, stays and forbearance actions that could assist communications companies in insuring that their communications systems and equipment are ready for the Y2K date roll-over. The FCC stated that “…the Commission will …act on its own motion to stay rules during this short period of time.”


Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers (ILECs) are required to file tariffs electronically through the Electronic Tariff Filing System (ETFS).
  ETFS is fully Y2K compliant and is currently undergoing final testing to verify that status. Section 61.16 of the Commission’s Rules requires ILECs to file a Base Document, within the first five business days of the current month, which “incorporates all effective revisions, as of the last day of the preceding month.” 


In light of the FCC’s Policy Statement to stay rules as a precaution against potentially disruptive actions, the Competitive Pricing Division has reviewed Part 61
 of the Commission’s Rules, and has determined it is not essential that ILECs file a Base Document during the first five business days of January, 2000.  For this purpose the Division, on its own motion, waives Section 61.16 of the Commission’s Rules, 47 C.F.R. §61.16,  for all ILECs  for the  January, 2000, Base Document filing only.


ILECs are reminded that they will be required to file a Base Document during the first five business days of February, 2000, which will encompass all tariff revisions that became effective during the months of December, 1999 and January, 2000.


For additional information please contact Jim Lichford or Judy Nitsche at 202-418-1540.
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�   FCC ADOPTS YEAR 2000 NETWORK STABILIZATION POLICY STATEMENT TO FACILITATE Y2K COMPLIANCE, News Release, October 4, 1999.


�   47 C.F.R  § 61.13(b)


�   47 C.F.R. § 61.16.


�   47 C.F.R. Part 61.







