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Released: July 30, 1999

Common Carrier Bureau Announces Release of September Version

of Telecommunications Reporting Worksheet (FCC Form 499-S)

For Contributions to the Universal Service Support Mechanisms

CC Docket No. 98-171


In this Public Notice, the Common Carrier Bureau (Bureau) announces the release of the September version of the Telecommunications Reporting Worksheet, FCC Form 499-S ("September Worksheet") and accompanying instructions.  All contributors to the federal universal service support mechanisms -- including every telecommunications carrier providing interstate telecommunications and other providers of interstate telecommunications for a fee -- must file the September Worksheet, except that contributors whose contributions would be de minimis under the Commission's rules need not file the September worksheet.


In the Second Order on Reconsideration, released on July 18, 1997, the Commission adopted a worksheet (the Universal Service Worksheet) for collecting contributor data, upon which universal service contribution factors and actual contributions are based.
  On July 14, 1999, the Commission amended its rules so that contributors to the universal service support mechanisms need only file the Telecommunications Reporting Worksheet for the purpose of determining their contributions to the universal service support mechanisms, as well as other support and cost recovery mechanisms.
  Pursuant to the Contributor Reporting Requirements Order, all contributors to the universal service support mechanisms, except those that fall within the Commission's de minimis exemption, must file a streamlined version of the Telecommunications Reporting Worksheet (FCC Form 499-S) on September 1 of each year.
  The September version of Telecommunications Reporting Worksheet sets forth the information that contributors must submit, so that the universal service administrator may calculate and assess contributions to the universal service support mechanisms.


Information filed on the Telecommunications Reporting Worksheets will be compiled and used to calculate the universal service contribution factors that will be used as the actual basis for contributions.  Contribution factors will be announced in a Public Notice each quarter.  USAC will collect and bill quarterly contributions in equal monthly payments.  Payments must be made by the date listed on USAC's bills.

 
Contributors must use the September Worksheet for their filings due on September 1, 1999.  Copies of the September Worksheet (FCC Form 499-S) and instructions may be downloaded from the Commission's Forms Web Page (www.fcc.gov/formpage.html).  Copies also may be obtained by calling the fax-on-demand line at (202) 418-2830.  Finally, copies may be obtained from USAC at (973) 560-4400.


For further information, contact Suzanne McCrary, Jim Lande or Scott Bergmann, Industry Analysis Division, Common Carrier Bureau, at (202) 418-0940.
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    � 	47 C.F.R. § 54.708.


    �  Changes to the Board of Directors of the National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc., Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket Nos. 97-21, 96-45, Report and Order and Second Order on Reconsideration, 12 FCC Rcd 18400, 18424, para. 43, 18442, para. 80, Appendix C (1997) (Second Order on Reconsideration).


    � 	1998 Biennial Regulatory Review -- Streamlined Contributor Reporting Requirements Associated with Administration of Telecommunications Relay Services, North American Numbering Plan, Local Number Portability, and Universal Service Support Mechanisms, Report and Order, FCC 99-175, CC Docket No. 98-171 (rel. July 14, 1999) (Contributor Reporting Requirements Order) (also adopting an April version of the worksheet that will be used to calculate contributions to the TRS Fund and the cost recovery mechanisms for numbering administration and local number portability, as well as the universal service support mechanisms).  Thus, all telecommunications carriers will file the April worksheet, whether or not they meet the de minimis threshold for purposes of contributing to the universal service support mechanisms.


    � 	On April 1 of each year, all contributors to the federal telecommunications relay service, numbering administration, long-term number portability, and universal service support mechanisms (except certain non-common carrier telecommunications service providers meeting the universal service de minimis exemption) must file the April version of the Telecommunications Reporting Worksheet, FCC Form 499-A.


    �	 Data filed in the September Worksheet (covering the period from January 1 through June 30 of 1999) will be used to calculate universal service support contributions for January through June 2000.  Data filed in April Worksheet (covering the entire 1999 calendar year) will be used to calculate universal service support contributions for July through December 2000.







