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By the Chief, Policy and Program Planning Division, Common Carrier Bureau:

1. On March 17, 2000, the Common Carrier Bureau released a public notice establishing deadlines of April 17, 2000 for filing initial comments and May 2, 2000 for filing reply comments in this proceeding.
  This Order addresses a request, filed April 10, 2000 by the Regulatory Commission of Alaska (Alaska Commission), that the Commission extend the deadline for filing initial comments to September 1, 2000 and the deadline for filing replies to September 15, 2000.  The State of Alaska (Alaska) supports the Alaska Commission’s request.  AT&T Corp. (AT&T) and Alascom, Inc. (Alascom) oppose it.

2. AT&T’s and Alascom’s petition requests that the Commission reevaluate the market structure for the provision of telecommunications services in Alaska.  In its request for extension, the Alaska Commission states that it expects to conclude its own review of the Alaska intrastate interexchange market during August 2000.  The Alaska Commission and Alaska assert that they will not be able to comment meaningfully on AT&T and Alascom’s petition until after the Alaska Commission acts.  These parties maintain that the requested extension is necessary to allow the Commission to have the benefit of their expertise and insight as it seeks to resolve the issues in this proceeding. 

3. As a matter of Commission policy, requests for extension of time are not routinely granted.
  We are not persuaded to make an exception here.  We recognize, however, that the Commission has always welcomed Alaska’s and the Alaska Commission’s participation in its proceedings.  We look forward to receiving input from Alaska, the Alaska Commission, and other interested parties once the Alaska Commission acts in its ongoing proceeding during August 2000.

4. Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED, that the Request for Extension of Time, filed April 10, 2000, by the Regulatory Commission of Alaska IS DENIED.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Michelle M. Carey

Chief

Policy and Program Planning Division

Common Carrier Bureau

�	Pleading Cycle Established on AT&T and Alascom petition for Structural and Other Regulatory Relief, CC Docket No. 00-46, DA 00-603 (Com. Car. Bur. Mar. 17, 2000), 


�	47 C.F.R. § 1.46.


�	We note that AT&T and Alascom state that that they “would not object if the [Commission] withheld a decision in this proceeding until after September 1, 2000, in order to afford the [Alaska Commission] an opportunity to supplement the record” through an ex parte filing.  AT&T and Alascom Opposition at 3.
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