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By the Commission:

1.  
In this Order, pursuant to section 10(c) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended ( the Communications Act), we extend by 90 days the date by which a petition requesting forbearance filed by the United States Telephone Association (USTA) shall be deemed granted in the absence of a Commission decision that the petition fails to meet the standards for forbearance under section 10(a) of the Communications Act.  

2.  
On September 21, 1998, USTA filed a petition for forbearance requesting that the Commission forbear from requiring carriers subject to price cap regulation to comply with the Commission’s depreciation prescription process.  

3.  
Section 10(c) of the Communications Act states that a petition for forbearance shall be deemed granted if the Commission does not deny the petition for failure to meet the requirements of forbearance under subsection (a) within one year after the Commission receives it, unless the one-year period is extended by the Commission.  The Commission may extend the initial one-year period by an additional ninety days if the Commission finds that an extension is necessary to meet the requirements of subsection 10(a). 

4.  
The petition under review raises significant questions regarding whether forbearance from the depreciation prescription requirements cited by the USTA petition meet the statutory requirements set forth in section 10(a).  The Commission thus finds that a 90-day extension is warranted under section 10.  

5.  
Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to section 10 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. § 160, that the date on which the petition seeking forbearance filed by the United States Telephone Association shall be deemed granted in the absence of a Commission denial of the petition for failure to meet the statutory standards for forbearance is extended to December 17, 1999.  
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