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FCC RELEASES  LOCAL TELEPHONE COMPETITION REPORT

Summarizing December 31, 1999 data from Forms 477 and 499-A


Washington, D.C. –  The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) today released its 

latest report about competition in the market for local telecommunications services.  The report summarizes information that has recently become available from two sources.  The first source is data filed on May 15, 2000 in response to the Commission’s recently adopted local competition and broadband data gathering program (FCC Form 477).  The second source is revenue information about all segments of the telecommunications industry that is submitted pursuant to the Commission’s consolidated Telecommunications Reporting Worksheet (FCC Form 499-A).  Initial information from these two sources reflects the status of local telephone service competition and state-specific mobile telephone subscribership as of year-end 1999.


The new information shows competitors of the incumbent telephone companies claiming about 4 percent of the 190 million telephone lines that served end-user customers at the end of 1999.  Reporting competitors indicate that about 34 percent of these lines were local loops that they own, while the remaining lines were served by means of unbundled network elements (UNEs) or services acquired from other carriers.  The number of UNEs that incumbent telephone companies reported providing to other carriers more than doubled during the six months from June through December 1999—from about 700,000 to nearly 1.5 million.  Lines that incumbent companies provided to other carriers under service resale arrangements remained more common, growing from 3.6 million to 4.6 million during the same period.   


As additional information from these sources becomes available, it will be routinely posted on the Commission’s Internet site, as will summaries of the data submitted in the September 1 Form 477 filing.  Because both Forms 477 and 499-A were adopted recently, there may be some need for further clarification and adjustment of the reporting system.  We invite users of the information in this report to make suggestions to that effect.



This report is available for reference in the FCC’s Reference Information Center, Courtyard Level, 445 12th Street, SW, Washington, DC.  The report can be downloaded [file name:  LCOM0800.zip, LCOM0800.pdf] from the FCC-State Link Internet site at http://www.fcc.gov/ccb/stats.  Copies of the publication also may be purchased by calling International Transcription Services, Inc. (ITS) at (202) 857-3800.
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