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COMMON CARRIER ACTION

COMMON CARRIER BUREAU DIRECTS RELEASE OF A 

NEW AREA CODE FOR NEW YORK

Washington, D.C. – Today, the Common Carrier Bureau of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) directed the North American Numbering Plan Administrator (NANPA) to release a new area code to provide relief for the 914 numbering plan area (NPA) code in the State of New York.

The State of New York Department of Public Service (NYDPS) had requested a new area code from the NANPA to implement a two-way geographic split of the existing 914 NPA along county boundaries.  The NANPA determined that releasing the requested code would violate the industry’s area code relief planning guidelines, because the relief plan would result in the splitting of certain rate centers, or geographic areas for pricing purposes, between the old and the new NPAs.  The NANPA sought direction from the North American Numbering Council (NANC) prior to acting on the request for a new NPA.  The NANC recommended that the NANPA not release the requested code, following which the NANPA denied New York’s request.

Although industry guidelines discourage the splitting of rate centers in implementing area code relief, the Common Carrier Bureau directed NANPA to issue a relief NPA code to New York.  The Bureau, noting that state commissions should be empowered to make determinations about area code relief because they are closer to local issues and concerns, found that NYDPS’s plan would split only five rate centers and was, otherwise, in the public interest.
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