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COMMON CARRIER ACTION

Statement of FCC Spokesperson Regarding AT&T's Universal Service Line Item Increase

Common Carrier Bureau Suspends AT&T Increase for Inaccurate Billing, 

Pending Investigation

Washington, DC – Tonight, AT&T filed documents that indicate it planned a 50% rate hike to the Universal Service Fund line item charges on its residential consumers' phone bills from $.99 to $1.50, effective November 1.  In order to stop these charges, the FCC needed to act by midnight tonight.  The FCC’s Common Carrier Bureau stopped these charges pending the outcome of an investigation to determine the reasonableness of AT&T's increase.  In contrast to AT&T’s actions, MCI made no net increase to its line items for residential consumers, and Sprint limited its residential increase to 18%.  
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