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COMMON CARRIER ACTION

FCC ISSUES ORDER to ensure fair and nondiscriminatory access to telephone numbers 

States Given Flexibility in Phone Number Allocation to Promote Local Telecommunications Competition


Washington, D.C. – Today, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an Order, adopted on September 13, 1999, that resolves issues raised in certain petitions filed in response to the Local Competition Second Report and Order, which implemented the numbering administration requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.  

The Local Competition Second Report and Order issued rules and policies to require incumbent Local Exchange Carriers (LECs) to provide competitors with access to their networks sufficient to create a competitively neutral playing field for competitors.  Among these rules, the Commission required incumbent LECs to provide competitors with nondiscriminatory access to telephone numbers.  The Commission also adopted rules to ensure that telephone numbers would be distributed, and area code relief implemented, in a competitively neutral manner.


In this Third Order on Reconsideration and Memorandum Opinion and Order, the Commission grants certain petitions and: 

· Revises its area code guidelines by eliminating the requirement that an overlay plan include the assignment of at least one central office code to each new entrant in the old area code 90 days before introduction of the new overlay code.

· Clarifies that state commissions may allow callers to dial national 555 numbers using 7 digits, even if the call is placed from an area code subject to an overlay. 

· Clarifies the definitions of the terms used in the administration of telephone numbers.  The Commission also finds that LECs are to assess no fees for opening central office codes, and authorizes state regulatory commissions to resolve issues involving fees charged for the assignment and activation of such codes.

This Order also partially grants a petition for a declaratory ruling filed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities (MDPU).  The MDPU had requested that the Commission clarify whether existing wireless customers would be allowed to retain their current telephone numbers in the event of an area code geographic split.  The Commission modifies its rules to grant state commissions the discretion to either take back such numbers, or to allow customers to retain certain wireless numbers when an area code undergoes a geographic split.  

The Commission denies petitions requesting that it:

· permit area code overlays based on major trading areas (MTAs). 

· require permanent number portability as a condition precedent to the implementation of area code overlays.

· revise the cost recovery formula that the Commission adopted for the administration of the North American Numbering Plan (NANP).  The Commission concludes that the formula is competitively neutral.  In a related proceeding, the Commission adopted a uniform schedule and location for filing contribution data for Universal Service, number portability, and NANP administration costs.  This requires altering the revenue basis for assessing NANP administration cost recovery to another competitively neutral cost recovery mechanism.  This requirement will begin in March, 2000.

Finally, the Commission reaffirms the requirement, adopted in the Local Competition Second Report and Order, that states must impose 10 digit dialing where they implement area code overlays.  This section of the order also resolves a related application for review and request for stay of the 10-digit dialing requirement.

Action by the Commission on September 13, 1999, by Third Order on Reconsideration of Second Report and Order and Memorandum Opinion and Order.  Chairman Kennard and Commissioners Ness, Furchtgott-Roth, Powell and Tristani.
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