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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NEWS MEDIA CONTACT:

September 28, 1999
Mike Balmoris, (202) 418-0253

FCC GRANTS THE MAINE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT MEASURES TO 

EASE TELEPHONE NUMBER DEPLETION

Washington, D.C. -- The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) today released an order granting the Maine Public Utilities Commission (Maine Commission) interim authority to engage in various telephone number conservation procedures to help ease the cost and inconvenience associated with area code changes.  This order follows other similar grants of authority that the FCC gave to the public utility commissions of California, Florida, Massachusetts, and New York on September 15, 1999.

Congress granted the FCC jurisdiction over numbering administration in the Communications Act of 1934, as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Act).  Under the Act, the FCC may delegate to state commissions all or any portion of its jurisdiction over numbering administration.


The FCC grants only interim authority at this time to the Maine Commission to institute many of the measures requested in its Petition.  This limited grant of additional authority is subject to the caveat that it will be superseded by forthcoming decisions in the Numbering Resource Optimization proceeding, which will establish national guidelines, standards, and procedures for numbering resource optimization. 

Summary of Action:

The FCC grants the Maine Commission authority to reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes; set numbering allocation standards, including the establishment of a requirement to demonstrate facilities readiness and the setting of fill rates; enforce and audit carrier compliance with existing number utilization reporting requirements; and institute a thousands-block pooling trial.  The FCC denies the Maine Commission’s request for authority to implement interim unassigned number porting (UNP).
Action by the Commission September 27, 1999 by Order (FCC 99-260).  Chairman Kennard, Commissioners Ness, Furchtgott-Roth, Powell, and Tristani.
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Common Carrier contacts:  Jared Carlson or Tejal Mehta at (202) 418-2320; TTY (202) 418-0484.  Wireless Telecommunications Bureau contact: John Spencer at 418-1310.
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