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Good morning everyone.  As many of you know, the FCC has opened proceedings to develop the National Broadband Plan which will be delivered to Congress in February 2010.  I am delighted to be here to join the discussion on a key component of the National Broadband Plan -- public safety and homeland security.  Our nation’s public safety is perhaps the most important issue for this Commission.  In fact, in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which mandates the development of the National Broadband Plan, Congress specifically directs the Commission to plan for the use of broadband infrastructure and services in advancing public safety.  Therefore, it is critical that we provide the best leadership possible to ensure that communications are fully operational during the most serious events that impact our families.  

I would like to thank my fellow Commissioners, Department of Homeland Security Undersecretary Rand Beers, Dr. Howard Federoff and our other speakers for participating in today’s Field Hearing.  I would also like to thank Dr. Federoff and the Georgetown University Medical Center for hosting us here today.  The Federal Communications Commission greatly appreciates the Center’s generosity.  
The Georgetown University Medical Center is an ideal forum in which to hold a Workshop on the role of broadband in public safety communications and emergency response.  We hope that the National Broadband Plan will lead to ubiquitous broadband deployment and adoption and unleash innovation and ingenuity in many areas including public safety and medical care.  This Medical Center is world reknowned for its innovations in public safety medical care.  For instance, in 2002, Georgetown became the first CyberKnife Sterotactic Radiosurgery Center on the East Coast.  The CyberKnife is a noninvasive radiological device that improves the precision targeting of tumors of the brain, neck, and spine.  The Medical Center is also responsible for developing technology leading to the introduction of the HPV vaccine, the first ever vaccination for cancer.
We know that there are also exciting communications applications for the public safety and the emergency response communities that are already contributing to saving American lives and property.  As our discussion here will demonstrate, it is imperative that the public safety and the emergency medical response communities be in a position to take advantage of broadband communications in their day-to-day activities, as well as in emergency situations.  I believe this is particularly important with regard to having a broadband mobile wireless network that the emergency response community can always depend on to increase situational awareness and become more effective in performing their very important jobs.  
I expect that today’s Field Hearing will help us improve our record on the types of applications that are available today and are being developed to help the emergency medical response, police and fire fighting communities.  I look forward to hearing from our diverse group of panelists, which include police officers, doctors, scientists, and others who are currently developing and, in some cases, utilizing broadband technologies with applications specifically geared to saving lives and protecting our property.  As the Commission explained in the Innovation and Investment Notice of Inquiry that it released this past summer, we also want to hear what the agency can do to spur greater innovation in public safety.  The Commission is also interested in hearing ideas about increasing the use of the most advanced medical technologies.
I am very happy to see that the first panel includes a representative from the National Organization on Disability.  As I have often said, and most recently at last Friday’s Field Hearing at Gallaudet University, it is very important to have the input of representatives of the more than 50 million people living with disabilities upfront on communications policies.  We want to avoid retrofitting communications policies and technologies for those with disabilities.
Following our first two panels, we will have what I expect will be an exciting discussion about the requirements that public safety and the emergency medical response community have for broadband communications.  This discussion will include a focus on how broadband is currently provided to the emergency response community and whether that is sufficient to meet the unique needs of first responders including emergency medical responders.

I believe we are at a unique crossroads in ensuring that all Americans, including our public safety community, have access to broadband communications.  When the Commission delivers the National Broadband Plan to Congress, I hope we can be in a position to ensure that our emergency response community has access to the sorts of broadband communications technologies that their work requires, including a broadband wireless mobile network that meets the needs of this important community.  In this manner, the men and women who make-up our emergency response community will be better able to serve all Americans.

I would like to thank the Chief of the Public Safety Homeland Security Bureau, Admiral Jamie Barnett, for his leadership on this issue, and his staff and the FCC staff for their hard work putting this hearing together.  I look forward to hearing from our distinguished panelists.

I would like to apologize in advance for having to depart before the second panel.  I hope the distinguished panelists will forgive me.  But I will certainly review today’s discussion in full with great interest.  This is an exciting and important time, and I appreciate you for taking the time to help us shape a National Broadband Plan that truly serves the interests of all Americans.  

Now, I would like to introduce Dr. Howard Federoff.  Dr. Federoff is the Executive Vice President for Health Sciences and Executive Dean of the Georgetown School of Medicine.  He is responsible for leading the educational and research missions of Georgetown University Medical Center.  He is widely published in peer reviewed journals and is a member of the editorial boards of a number of such journals.  I am privileged to meet such a distinguished member of the medical profession.  Please join me with a warm welcome for Dr. Howard Federoff.
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