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Mobile Broadband Deployment FCC Form 477 

What Do These Terms Mean? 
 
Facilities-based provider  
 
A mobile wireless broadband provider is considered “facilities-based” if it provides service to a mobile 
wireless broadband subscriber using the provider’s own facilities and spectrum for which it holds a 
license, manages, or for which it has obtained the right to use via a spectrum leasing arrangement.  Note 
that the facilities-based provider may—or may not—sell the Internet access service that is delivered over 
that broadband connection directly to the end user. 
 
Mobile wireless broadband service 
 
Mobile wireless broadband service allows end users to receive information from and/or send information 
to the Internet from a mobile device and using a mobile network at information transfer rates exceeding 
200 kbps in at least one direction. 
 
End user  
 
A broadband “end user” is a residential, business, institutional, or government entity that uses broadband 
services for its own purposes and does not resell such services to other entities.  For the purposes of this 
form, an Internet Service Provider (ISP) is not an end user of a broadband connection. 
 
Zipped shapefile  
 
A shapefile is a vector data storage format for storing the location, shape, and attributes of geographic 
features.  In other words, it’s a group of files that depict a map and store the associated data.  A shapefile 
at a minimum consists of a Main file (.shp), an Index file (.shx), and a dBASE table (.dbf).  To upload a 
shapefile to the Form 477 database, the collection of files must be zipped together.   For more 
information see, How Should I Format My Mobile Broadband Deployment Data?  
 
Broadband network coverage  
 
Mobile wireless broadband providers should submit polygons representing geographic coverage 
nationwide (including U.S. territories) for each transmission technology deployed in each frequency band.  
The data associated with each polygon should indicate the minimum advertised upstream and downstream 
data speeds associated with that network technology in that frequency band, and the coverage area 
polygon should depict the boundaries where users should expect to receive those advertised speeds.  If 
your company advertises different minimum upstream and downstream speeds in different areas of the 
country using the same technology and frequency band (e.g., HSPA+ on AWS spectrum), then submit 
separate polygons showing the coverage area for each speed.  A variation in technology, frequency band, 
or speed would require the submission of a separate polygon.  If your company does not advertise the 
minimum upstream and/or downstream data speeds, then indicate the minimum upstream/downstream 
data speeds that users should expect to receive within the polygon depicting the geographic coverage area 
of the deployed technology in the given frequency band.  For more information please see, How Should I 
Format My Mobile Broadband Deployment Data? 
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