
November 2, 2000

Magalie Salsa, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Salsa:

This letter is being submitted as an official filing in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration of the reported order on video description.  The official docket number is 99-339.

On behalf of Disabled Resource Services, I would like to strongly urge you  not to reverse your decision to require television networks to provide video description for people with visual disabilities.  As a person who is totally blind myself, descriptive video is invaluable to me.  I have experienced the same movie first without descriptive video and then with it, and I was amazed at how much I was missing. I am sure that when you first approved descriptive videos on commercial and cable television, you did so to make these broadcasts more accessible to people with visual disabilities. Therefore, it is imperative that you continue your efforts to promote accessibility for all viewers. 

There are some movies that have very little dialogue which makes it even more difficult to understand what is going on. There are also facial expressions, gestures, and action scenes that a person without sight misses if they do not have the benefit of descriptive video.

There are approximately 4.3 million citizens in the United States that have visual disabilities.  This is a significant number of people who could benefit from this extremely important and much needed service.  As the population continues to age, the percentage of people with visual disabilities who could benefit from descriptive videos will continue to increase. 

I understand the petitioners who want you to reconsider your decision have not submitted any new information that was not already known at the time the FCC reached its decision and issued the ruling.  I would like to commend the FCC for voting for descriptive videos on the cable and television networks.  Please continue supporting this endeavor.

Sincerely,

Donald E. Maroney

Loveland Branch Manager


