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  --
WASHINGTON, June 14, 2016 - Today’s D.C. Circuit court decision represents a resounding 
victory for the American people.  The Commission relied on a voluminous record, which 
included more than four million comments, and demonstrated that a free and open internet is at 
the very heart of our American democracy.  I am particularly pleased that the court upheld 
protections for mobile consumers, something for which I fought mightily during the lead-up to 
the Commission’s vote last year.  The Court’s validation of that position makes clear that no 
matter how one accesses the internet, it will remain an open platform that enables free speech, 
freedom of expression and innovation to flourish.    

Since 2010, I have advocated for the strongest legal protections available to ensure that we 
protect these freedoms.  I pushed for the inclusion of questions in the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking regarding reclassification of broadband internet access service as a 
telecommunications service, the treatment of traffic exchange and the evaluation of whether it 
was appropriate to treat mobile broadband the same as fixed broadband. I was pleased when 
Chairman Wheeler circulated an Order that proposed rules grounded in the strongest legal 
framework and ensured that mobile consumers will never be subject to a second-class internet.  

Today’s victory is indeed a shared one, where a startup in the heartland of America can compete 
on equal footing with an established multinational corporation. This is the free market at its best 
and it is what has enabled the American dream to come true for so many. I am proud to say that I 
stood up for these principles and am grateful that the internet will continue to be the platform for 
robust growth and innovation for all.  
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order 
constitutes official action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).




