ROBERTE, LATTA WASHINGTON OFFICE

S5TH DisTRICT, OHIO 2448 Raveurn House OFFICE BUILDING
{202} 225-6405
ASSISTANT MAJORITY WHIP DISTRICT OFFICES:
CO-CHAIRMAN (]l g f h ﬁ 5 h % 1045 NoATH MaIN STREET
CONGRESSIONAL SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS nn rBEH n t B nItB tatzﬁ BOWLING é:éTEENBOH 43402
T — House of Bepresentatiues i
ENERGY AND COMMERCE R 101 %LINTO;HZEEREET
SUBCOMMITTEE ON waﬂhlngtﬂn. EQI 2[]5 1 5_35[]5 DEF,ANUCI;EOH 43512
COMMUNICATIONS AND TECHNOLGGY 1418} 782-1996

VicE CHAIRMAN
318 DoRnNEY PLaza

ESUBCOMM!‘I‘T:E oN Room 302
NERGY aND POWER FinpLay, OH 45840
SUBCOMMITYTEE ON September 1 87 2014 ?39)"422—?781
ENVIRONMENT AND THE EConomy 1 O 04

The Honorable Tom Wheeler

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW
Washington, DC 20536

Dear Chairman Wheeler:

Phase II of the Connect America Fund (“CAF II”) offers an opportunity to bring speedier,
fiber-fed broadband connections to millions of Americans in rural areas served by the larger
“price cap” carriers. Indeed, the FCC’s June 10 Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(FNPRM) has raised hopes by more than doubling the promised download speeds in the 2011
USF/ICC Transformation Order, from 4 Mbps to 10 Mbps. And because CAF II represents the
final phase of Universal Service reform, its rule will effectively determine, for years to come,
how broadband support is distributed in these areas.

We are writing today to emphasize how important it is to ensure that the final details of
CAF 11 live up to its promise. We are concerned that if the Commission more than doubles the
speed requirements without allowing the appropriate level of flexibility in other elements of CAF
11, the program’s overall mission could be endangered.

To the Commission’s credit, its FNPRM identifies a number of constructive ideas that
could help achieve the speedier network goals without exceeding the CAF II annual budget.
These include extending the term of support up to ten years and providing flexibility on the
build-out parameters. We hope you will take these ideas to heart.

Thank you for considering our concerns, and we look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

il Jehuson

Bill Johnson
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Patrick J. Tiberi
Member of Congress
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Bob B. Gibbs
Member of Congress






