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I am pleased that today we begin the long-overdue process of collecting the data we need to reform our special access rules. 


As I said in August when I supported suspending our pricing flexibility triggers, our special access rules would benefit from a fresh look.  Large and small businesses and institutions rely on these high-capacity dedicated services to meet their voice and communications needs.  But the pricing flexibility triggers we had in place for more than a decade were a poor proxy for competitive conditions in a geographic market.  In some circumstances they were overinclusive, while in others they were underinclusive.  This led a wide variety of interests, including the Small Business Administration, the Government Accountability Office, the American Petroleum Institute, and wireline and wireless carriers to call for reform of our special access rules.  


Through the data collection and rulemaking we initiate today, it is my hope that we can lay the foundation for a new system that promotes competition, investment, and deployment of high-capacity services across the country. 
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