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Calendar No. 720
101ST CONGRESS

2D SESSION S. 1974
[Report No. 101-393]

To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

IN TIE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

NovElEBB 21 (legislative day, NOVEMBEB 6), 1989

Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. McCAri, Mr. INOUYB, Mr. SIMON, Mr. DoL, Mr.
HOLLINOG, Mr. PRESSLEB, Mr. KEBBY, Mr. BENTSEN, Mr. GOEBB, Mr. LiE-
BERMAN, Mr. BUBNS, Mr. BURDICK, Mr. HEINZ, and Mr. KENNEDY) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

JULY 25 (legislative day, JULY 10), 1990

Reported by Mr. HoLLINos, with amendments

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL
To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SHORT TITLE

4 SECTION. 1. This Act may be cited as the "Television

5 Decoder Circuitry Act of 4989". 1990".



2

1 FINDINGS

2 SEC. 2. The Congress finds that-

3 (1) to the fullest extent made possible by technol-

4 ogy, deaf and hearing-impaired people should have

5 equal access to the television medium;

6 (2) closed-captioned television transmissions have

7 made it possible for thousands of deaf and hearing-im-

8 paired people to gain access to the television medium,

9 thus significantly improving the quality of their lives;

10 (3) closed-captioned television eeuMld will provide

11 access to information, entertainment, and a greater un-

12 derstanding of our Nation and the world to over

13 24,000,000 people in the United States who are deaf

14 or hearing-impaired;

15 (4) closed-captioned television eteld will provide

16 benefits for the nearly 38 percent of older Americans

17 who have some loss of hearing;

18 (5) closed-captioned television can assist both

19 hearing and hearing-impaired children with reading and

20 other learning skills, and improve literacy skills among

21 adults;

22 (6) closed-captioned television can assist those

23 among our Nation's large immigrant population who

24 are learning English as a second language with lan-

25 guage comprehension;
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3

1 (7) currently, a consumer must buy a TeleCaption

2 decoder and connect the decoder to a television set in

3 order to display the closed-captioned television trans-

4 missions;

5 (8) technology is now available to enable that

6 eame beeede. eietti closed-caption decoding capabil-

7 ity to be built into new television sets during manufac-

8 ture at a nominal cost by 1991; and

9 (9) the availability of decoder-equipped television

10 sets will significantly increase the audience that can be

11 served by closed-captioned television, and such in-

12 creased market will be an incentive to the television

13 medium to provide more captioned programming.

14 Di*S CeLOSIED CAIPTIONED I.. ..O.N

15 REQUIREMENT FOR CLOSED-CAPTIONING EQUIPMENT

16 SEC. 3. Section 303 of the Communications Act of 1934

17 (47 U.S.C. 303) is amended by adding at the end thereof the

18 following:

19 "(u) Require that apparatus designed to receive televi-

20 sion pictures broadcast simultaneously with sound be

21 equipped with built-in decoder circuitry designed to display

22 closed-captioned television transmissions when such appara-

23 tus is manufactured in the United States or imported for use

24 in the United States, and its television picture screen is 13

25 inches or greater in size.".
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4

2 PERFORMANCE AND DISPLAY STANDARDS

3 SaE. 4. (14 (a) Section 330 of the Communications Act

4 of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 330) is amended by redesignating subsec-

5 tion (b) as subsection (c), and by sddisg inserting immediate-

6 ly after subsection (a) the following new subsection:

7 "(b) No person shall ship in interstate commerce, manu-

8 facture, assemble, or import from any foreign country into

9 the United States, any apparatus described in section 303(u)

10 of this Act except in accordance with rules prescribed by the

11 Commission pursuant to the authority granted by that sec-

12 tion. Such rules shall provide performance and display stand-

13 ards for such built-in decoder circuitry. Such rules shall fur-

14 ther require that all such apparatus be able to receive and

15 display closed captioning which have been transmitted by

16 way of line 21 of the vertical blanking interval and which

17 conform to the signal and display specifications set forth in

18 the Public Broadcasting System engineering report numbered

19 E-7709-C dated May 1980, as amended by the Telecaption

20 II Decoder Module Performance Specification published by

21 the National Captioning Institute, November 1985. Five

22 yees frem the date eof pefflti the er& eff.A A re-

23 :ttid by $ i^^seetion the Comfmissioneh&4 evalkmte eem

24 pebility issues d ee in elevision

25 4d shall tae ey &efien it deems neeessary ee to eh

26 sr'e oe as e efure that i.-eh deeedere ehip eire-it"y io ep-
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2 lee of now rogis. As new video technology

3 is developed, the Commission shall take such action as the

4 Commission determines appropriate to ensure that closed-

5 captioning service continues to be available to consumers.

6 This subsection shall not apply to carriers transporting such

7 apparatus without trading it.".

8 Q(2 (b) Section 330(c) of such Act, as redesignated by

9 :hir Aet subsection (a) of this section, is amended by deleting

10 "and section 303(s)" and inserting in lieu thereof ", section

11 303(s), and section 303(u)".

12 EFFECTiVE DATE

13 SEC. 5. Sections 3 and 4 of this Act shall take effect on

14 October 1, 1992.

15 BULES

16 SEC. 6. The Federal Communications Commission shall

17 promulgate rules to implement this Act within 180 days after

18 the date of its enactment.
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To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

NoVEMBEB 21 (legislative day, NOVBMBER 6), 1989

Mr. HARKN (for himself, Mr. MCCACN, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. SIMON, Mr. DOLE, Mr.
HOLLINaS, Mr. PRESSLEB, Mr. KERRBBY, Mr. BENTSEN, Mr. GORE, Mr. LIr-
BERMAN, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BURDICK, Mr. HEINz, and Mr. KENNEDY) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

JULY 25 (legislative day, JULY 10), 1990

Reported by Mr. HOLLINOS, with amendments

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL
To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SHOBT TITLE

4 SECTION. 1. This Act may be cited as the "Television

5 Decoder Circuitry Act of 1980". 1990".



2

1 FINDINGS

2 SEc. 2. The Congress finds that-

3 (1) to the fullest extent made possible by technol-

4 ogy, deaf and hearing-impaired people should have

5 equal access to the television medium;

6 (2) closed-captioned television transmissions have

7 made it possible for thousands of deaf and hearing-im-

8 paired people to gain access to the television medium,

9 thus significantly improving the quality of their lives;

10 (3) closed-captioned television eet"d will provide

11 access to information, entertainment, and a greater un-

12 derstanding of our Nation and the world to over

13 24,000,000 people in the United States who are deaf

14 or hearing-impaired;

15 (4) closed-captioned television eeold will provide

16 benefits for the nearly 38 percent of older Americans

17 who have some loss of hearing;

18 (5) closed-captioned television can assist both

19 hearing and hearing-impaired children with reading and

20 other learning skills, and improve literacy skills among

21 adults;

22 (6) closed-captioned television can assist those

23 among our Nation's large immigrant population who

24 are learning English as a second language with lan-

25 guage comprehension;
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1 (7) currently, a consumer must buy a TeleCaption

2 decoder and connect the decoder to a television set in

3 order to display the closed-captioned television trans-

4 missions;

5 (8) technology is now available to enable that

6 eEme deeede' ei :eui.y closed-caption decoding capabil-

7 ity to be built into new television sets during manufac-

8 ture at a nominal cost by 1991; and

9 (9) the availability of decoder-equipped television

10 sets will significantly increase the audience that can be

11 served by closed-captioned television, and such in-

12 creased market will be an incentive to the television

13 medium to provide more captioned programming.

14 DESP*Y CLOSED CATIONED TELEVISION

15 REQUIREMENT FOR CLOSED-CAPTIONING EQUIPMENT

16 SEC. 3. Section 303 of the Communications Act of 1934

17 (47 U.S.C. 303) is amended by adding at the end thereof the

18 following:

19 "(u) Require that apparatus designed to receive televi-

20 sion pictures broadcast simultaneously with sound be

21 equipped with built-in decoder circuitry designed to display

22 closed-captioned television transmissions when such appara-

23 tus is manufactured in the United States or imported for use

24 in the United States, and its television picture screen is 13

25 inches or greater in size.".
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1 FrEina O VTIa

2 PERFORMANCE AND DISPLAY STANDARDS

3 Si 4. 4. 4 (a) Section 330 of the Communications Act

4 of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 330) is amended by redesignating subsec-

5 tion (b) as subsection (c), and by ad inserting immediate-

6 ly after subsection (a) the following new subsection:

7 "(b) No person shall ship in interstate commerce, manu-

8 facture, assemble, or import from any foreign country into

9 the United States, any apparatus described in section 303(u)

10 of this Act except in accordance with rules prescribed by the

11 Commission pursuant to the authority granted by that sec-

12 tion. Such rules shall provide performance and display stand-

13 ards for such built-in decoder circuitry. Such rules shall fur-

14 ther require that all such apparatus be able to receive and

15 display closed captioning which have been transmitted by

16 way of line 21 of the vertical blanking interval and which

17 conform to the signal and display specifications set forth in

18 the Public Broadcasting System engineering report numbered

19 E-7709-C dated May 1980, as amended by the Telecaption

20 II Decoder Module Performance Specification published by

21 the National Captioning Institute, November 1985. Five

22 years frem he deate of premtdgaing e rigif lee-

23 quti -by $ i seetion, the Gommissie onA eke eem

24 ps"iity issues a" &&ae e in teelevision te

25 and eh&. take A.y .etie it dee neeess e end .eeh

26 ralek se s ae etoe r tha eireh deeeder ehp eire-i..y is e^e:
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1 M we of eSeifmlifg servie to eles- east eeffiflffis Iveg&4-

2 lese e brew. teehlei As new video technology

3 is developed, the Commission shall take such action as the

4 Commission determines appropriate to ensure that closed-

5 captioning service continues to be available to consumers.

6 This subsection shall not apply to carriers transporting such

7 apparatus without trading it.".

8 ) (b) Section 330(c) of such Act, as redesignated by

9 'hi" Aet subsection (a) of this section, is amended by deleting

10 "and section 303(s)" and inserting in lieu thereof ", section

11 303(s), and section 303(u)".

12 EFFECTIVE DATE

13 SEC. 5. Sections 3 and 4 of this Act shall take effect on

14 October 1, 1992.

15 BULES

16 SEC. 6. The Federal Communications Commission shall

17 promulgate rules to implement this Act within 180 days after

18 the date of its enactment.
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[Report No. 101-393]

To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

NOVEMBEB 21 (legislative day, NOVEMBEBR 6), 1989

Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. McCAiN, Mr. INOUIE, Mr. SIMON, Mr. DoLE, Mr.
HOLLINGs, Mr. PRESSLER, Mr. KERRY, Mr. BENTSEN, Mr. GOBE, Mr. LiE-
BERMAN, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BRDIOcK, Mr. HEINZ, and Mr. KENNEDY) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

JULY 25 (legislative day, JULY 10), 1990

Reported by Mr. HOLLINOs, with amendments

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL
To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SHORT TITLE

4 SECTION. 1. This Act may be cited as the "Television

5 Decoder Circuitry Act of 980". 1990".



2

1 FINDINoG

2 SEc. 2. The Congress finds that-

3 (1) to the fullest extent made possible by technol-

4 ogy, deaf and hearing-impaired people should have

5 equal access to the television medium;

6 (2) closed-captioned television transmissions have

7 made it possible for thousands of deaf and hearing-im-

8 paired people to gain access to the television medium,

9 thus significantly improving the quality of their lives;

10 (3) closed-captioned television ee uL will provide

11 access to information, entertainment, and a greater un-

12 derstanding of our Nation and the world to over

13 24,000,000 people in the United States who are deaf

14 or hearing-impaired;

15 (4) closed-captioned television eeuld will provide

16 benefits for the nearly 38 percent of older Americans

17 who have some loss of hearing;

18 (5) closed-captioned television can assist both

19 hearing and hearing-impaired children with reading and

20 other learning skills, and improve literacy skills among

21 adults;

22 (6) closed-captioned television can assist those

23 among our Nation's large immigrant population who

24 are learning English as a second language with lan-

25 guage comprehension;
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1 (7) currently, a consumer must buy a TeleCaption

2 decoder and connect the decoder to a television set in

3 order to display the closed-captioned television trans-

4 missions;

5 (8) technology is now available to enable that

6 .e.e deeede eimettir closed-caption decoding capabil-

7 ity to be built into new television sets during manufac-

8 ture at a nominal cost by 1991; and

9 (9) the availability of decoder-equipped television

10 sets will significantly increase the audience that can be

11 served by closed-captioned television, and such in-

12 creased market will be an incentive to the television

13 medium to provide more captioned programming.

14 DISPL** CeLOSED-O PTf'IONDB ... f. S.

15 REQUIREMENT FOR CLOSED-CAPTIONING EQUIPMENT

16 SEC. 3. Section 303 of the Communications Act of 1934

17 (47 U.S.C. 303) is amended by adding at the end thereof the

18 following:

19 "(u) Require that apparatus designed to receive televi-

20 sion pictures broadcast simultaneously with sound be

21 equipped with built-in decoder circuitry designed to display

22 closed-captioned television transmissions when such appara-

23 tus is manufactured in the United States or imported for use

24 in the United States, and its television picture screen is 13

25 inches or greater in size.".
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1 ..... ot . .. .T..

2 PERFORMANCE AND DISPLAY STANDARDS

3 SEc. 4. (14 (a) Section 330 of the Communications Act

4 of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 330) is amended by redesignating subsec-

5 tion (b) as subsection (c), and by eddig inserting immediate-

6 ly after subsection (a) the following new subsection:

7 "(b) No person shall ship in interstate commerce, manu-

8 facture, assemble, or import from any foreign country into

9 the United States, any apparatus described in section 303(u)

10 of this Act except in accordance with rules prescribed by the

11 Commission pursuant to the authority granted by that sec-

12 tion. Such rules shall provide performance and display stand-

13 ards for such built-in decoder circuitry. Such rules shall fur-

14 ther require that all such apparatus be able to receive and

15 display closed captioning which have been transmitted by

16 way of line 21 of the vertical blanking interval and which

17 conform to the signal and display specifications set forth in

18 the Public Broadcasting System engineering report numbered

19 E-7709-C dated May 1980, as amended by the Telecaption

20 II Decoder Module Performance Specification published by

21 the National Captioning Institute, November 1985. Five

22 ye friem the athe eof promalgating e o

23 by seetien, te Commissil on evaluate ...

24 petbI:ity issues ad &&eemftin television *e a

25 Amd eh6 take fay etieon it deeem r to &ee eiteh

26 OHles ,o " to emste thatfluiteh deeeder ehip e irtou iff e em
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1 We of eontig seviee te elesm emt eemwees regued

2 lees of new by C teehaelgie.: neAs t nvideo technology

3 is developed, the Commission shall take such action as the

4 Commission determines appropriate to ensure that closed-

5 captioning service continues to be available to consumers.

6 This subsection shall not apply to carriers transporting such

7 apparatus without trading it.".

8 (2) (b) Section 330(c) of such Act, as redesignated by

9 "his Aet, subsection (a) of this section, is amended by deleting

10 "and section 303(s)" and inserting in lieu thereof ", section

11 303(s), and section 303(u)".

12 EFFECTIVE DATE

13 SEC. 5. Sections 3 and 4 of this Act shall take effect on

14 October 1, 1992.

15 BULES

16 SEC. 6. The Federal Communications Commission shall

17 promulgate rules to implement this Act within 180 days after

18 the date of its enactment.
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Calendar No. 720
101ST CONGRESS

2D SESSION S. 1974
[Report No. 101-393]

To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

IN TIE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

NOVEMBBB 21 (legislative day, NOVEMBEB 6), 1989
Mr. H^ARKIN (for himself, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. SIMON, Mr. DOLE, Mr.

HOLLINGS, Mr. PBESSLEB, Mr. KERRBBY, Mr. BENTSEN, Mr. GORE, Mr. IxR-
BERMAN, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BURDICK, Mr. HEINZ, and Mr. KENNEDY) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

JULY 25 (legislative day, JULY 10), 1990

Reported by Mr. HOLINGS, with amendments

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL
To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SHORT TITLE

4 SECTION. 1. This Act may be cited as the "Television

5 Decoder Circuitry Act of 1980". 1990".



2

1 FINDINGS

2 SEC. 2. The Congress finds that-

3 (1) to the fullest extent made possible by technol-

4 ogy, deaf and hearing-impaired people should have

5 equal access to the television medium;

6 (2) closed-captioned television transmissions have

7 made it possible for thousands of deaf and hearing-im-

8 paired people to gain access to the television medium,

9 thus significantly · improving the quality of their lives;

10 (3) closed-captioned television eei.4d will provide

11 access to information, entertainment, and a greater un-

12 derstanding of our Nation and the world to over

13 24,000,000 people in the United States who are deaf

14 or hearing-impaired;

15 (4) closed-captioned television eeld will provide

16 benefits for the nearly 38 percent of older Americans

17 who have some loss of hearing;

18 (5) closed-captioned television can assist both

19 hearing and hearing-impaired children with reading and

20 other learning skills, and improve literacy skills among

21 adults;

22 (6) closed-captioned television can assist those

23 among our Nation's large immigrant population who

24 are learning English as a second language with lan-

25 guage comprehension;
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1 (7) currently, a consumer must buy a TeleCaption

2 decoder and connect the decoder to a television set in

3 order to display the closed-captioned television trans-

4 missions;

5 (8) technology is now available to enable that

6 seoe deeeef eieuii closed-caption decoding capabil-

7 ity to be built into new television sets during manufac-

8 ture at a nominal cost by 1991; and

9 (9) the availability of decoder-equipped television

10 sets will significantly increase the audience that can be

11 served by closed-captioned television, and such in-

12 creased market will be an incentive to the television

13 medium to provide more captioned programming.

14 SPL*M CLOSEfD CAPTIONEWD ... RSION.

15 REQUIREMENT FOR CLOSED-CAPTIONING EQUIPMENT

16 SEc. 3. Section 303 of the Communications Act of 1934

17 (47 U.S.C. 303) is amended by adding at the end thereof the

18 following:

19 "(u) Require that apparatus designed to receive televi-

20 sion pictures broadcast simultaneously with sound be

21 equipped with built-in decoder circuitry designed to display

22 closed-captioned television transmissions when such appara-

23 tus is manufactured in the United States or imported for use

24 in the United States, and its television picture screen is 13

25 inches or greater in size.".
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1 fE e r"DT"

2 PERFORMANCE AND DISPLAY STANDARDS

3 SEc. 4. (4) (a) Section 330 of the Communications Act

4 of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 330) is amended by redesignating subsec-

5 tion (b) as subsection (c), and by dding inserting immediate-

6 ly after subsection (a) the following new subsection:

7 "(b) No person shall ship in interstate commerce, manu-

8 facture, assemble, or import from any foreign country into

9 the United States, any apparatus described in section 303(u)

10 of this Act except in accordance with rules prescribed by the

11 Commission pursuant to the authority granted by that sec-

12 tion. Such rules shall provide performance and display stand-

13 ards for such built-in decoder circuitry. Such rules shall fur-

14 ther require that all such apparatus be able to receive and

15 display closed captioning which have been transmitted by

16 way of line 21 of the vertical blanking interval and which

17 conform to the signal and display specifications set forth in

18 the Public Broadcasting System engineering report numbered

19 E-7709-C dated May 1980, as amended by the Telecaption

20 II Decoder Module Performance Specification published by

21 the National Captioning Institute, November 1985. Five

22 years from- the e of pting the ee-

23 quii-e4by this seion, the Gemmissie ehhg ev&luteeem

24 patiilit issues dvanee nt in teleii

25 md shel tAe emy aetieo it dee eess to be eueh

26 ukles ee as to ense that Wueh deeder ehi? eireutky ia e7a-
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1le eof ee', ..in.g B.:'iee te ^l^^, e. 11 eemeu.fie .ege.

2 lees of tew .re. to ehl.gis. A1, es new video technology

3 is developed, the Commission shall take such action as the

4 Commission determines appropriate to ensure that closed-

5 captioning service continues to be available to consumers.

6 This subsection shall not apply to carriers transporting such

7 apparatus without trading it.".

8 (24 (b) Section 330(c) of such Act, as redesignated by

9 I AeT, subsection (a) of this section, is amended by deleting

10 "and section 303(s)" and inserting in lieu thereof ", section

11 303(s), and section 303(u)".

12 EFFECTIVE DATE

13 SEC. 5. Sections 3 and 4 of this Act shall take effect on

14 October 1, 1992.

15 RULES

16 SEC. 6. The Federal Communications Commission shall

17 promulgate rules to implement this Act within 180 days after

18 the date of its enactment.
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Calendar No. 720
101ST CONGRESS

2D SESSION S. 1974
[Report No. 101-393]

To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

NovE-iBER 21 (legislative day, NOVEMBER 6), 1989

Mr. HAKBIN (for himself, Mr. MOcCAN, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. SIMON, Mr. DOL , Mr.
HOLLINGs, Mr. PBRESSLEB, Mr. KEBBY, Mr. BNTBSEN, Mr. GOBE, Mr. LaE-
BERMAN, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BUBDICK, Mr. HEINZ, and Mr. KENNEDY) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

JULY 25 (legislative day, JULY 10), 1990

Reported by Mr. HOLLINGs, with amendments

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL
To require new televisions to have built in decoder circuitry.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SHORT TITLE

4 SECTION. 1. This Act may be cited as the "Television

5 Decoder Circuitry Act of 9108W. 1990".



2

1 FINDINGS

2 SEc. 2. The Congress finds that-

3 (1) to the fullest extent made possible by technol-

4 ogy, deaf and hearing-impaired people should have

5 equal access to the television medium;

6 (2) closed-captioned television transmissions have

7 made it possible for thousands of deaf and hearing-im-

8 paired people to gain access to the television medium,

9 thus significantly improving the quality of their lives;

10 (3) closed-captioned television eeould will provide

11 access to information, entertainment, and a greater un-

12 derstanding of our Nation and the world to over

13 24,000,000 people in the United States who are deaf

14 or hearing-impaired;

15 (4) closed-captioned television ee.l.d will provide

16 benefits for the nearly 38 percent of older Americans

17 who have some loss of hearing;

18 (5) closed-captioned television can assist both

19 hearing and hearing-impaired children with reading and

20 other learning skills, and improve literacy skills among

21 adults;

22 (6) closed-captioned television can assist those

23 among our Nation's large immigrant population who

24 are learning English as a second language with lan-

25 guage comprehension;

e8 1974 B8
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1 (7) currently, a consumer must buy a TeleCaption

2 decoder and connect the decoder to a television set in

3 order to display the closed-captioned television trans-

4 missions;

5 (8) technology is now available to enable that

6 eame deeeder eiretry closed-caption decoding capabil-

7 ity to be built into new television sets during manufac-

8 ture at a nominal cost by 1991; and

9 (9) the availability of decoder-equipped television

10 sets will significantly increase the audience that can be

11 served by closed-captioned television, and such in-

12 creased market will be an incentive to the television

13 medium to provide more captioned programming.

14 DfSLA CLOCC FD CAPTIONI2D .' H ION

15 REQUIREMENT FOR CLOSED-CAPTIONING EQUIPMENT

16 SEc. 3. Section 303 of the Communications Act of 1934

17 (47 U.S.C. 303) is amended by adding at the end thereof the

18 following:

19 "(u) Require that apparatus designed to receive televi-

20 sion pictures broadcast simultaneously with sound be

21 equipped with built-in decoder circuitry designed to display

22 closed-captioned television transmissions when such appara-

23 tus is manufactured in the United States or imported for use

24 in the United States, and its television picture screen is 13

25 inches or greater in size.".
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2 PERFORMANCE AND DISPLAY STANDARDS

3 SEC. 4. (14 (a) Section 330 of the Communications Act

4 of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 330) is amended by redesignating subsec-

5 tion (b) as subsection (c), and by &ddg inserting immediate-

6 ly after subsection (a) the following new subsection:

7 "(b) No person shall ship in interstate commerce, manu-

8 facture, assemble, or import from any foreign country into

9 the United States, any apparatus described in section 303(u)

10 of this Act except in accordance with rules prescribed by the

11 Commission pursuant to the authority granted by that sec-

12 tion. Such rules shall provide performance and display stand-

13 ards for such built-in decoder circuitry. Such rules shall fur-

14 ther require that all such apparatus be able to receive and

15 display closed captioning which have been transmitted by

16 way of line 21 of the vertical blanking interval and which

17 conform to the signal and display specifications set forth in

18 the Public Broadcasting System engineering report numbered

19 E-7709-C dated May 1980, as amended by the Telecaption

20 II Decoder Module Performance Specification published by

21 the National Captioning Institute, November 1985. Five

22 yee frem he dte ef p flgati the origin e-

23 quired by this setion, the Comfmission Edal ekguste eel

24 petybii issues nd &&eeem in tetevFfl ieo W Vejeg

25 fad seall tke any &efiea it deems eeee to amed eieh

26 ee see as te em:-e thfA .:eh deeeder ehip eireuitry is eap-
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1 bk of eelatkmilg set-fiee to elese esfien eefttfers regard

2 le of new .e-- .ee, .. le - As new video technology

3 is developed, the Commission shall take such action as the

4 Commission determines appropriate to ensure that closed-

5 captioning service continues to be available to consumers.

6 This subsection shall not apply to carriers transporting such

7 apparatus without trading it.".

8 (2) (b) Section 330(c) of such Act, as redesignated by

9 this Ae, subsection (a) of this section, is amended by deleting

10 "and section 303(s)" and inserting in lieu thereof ", section

11 303(s), and section 303(u)".

12 EFFECTIVE DATE

13 SEC. 5. Sections 3 and 4 of this Act shall take effect on

14 October 1, 1992.

15 BULES

16 SEC. 6. The Federal Communications Commission shall

17 promulgate rules to implement this Act within 180 days after

18 the date of its enactment.
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